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OP 



THOMAS SJOEY. 



Op all those firm upholders of the truth, whose 
writings have come down to us out of the half-forgot- 
ten past, we know of few, if any, better adapted to illus- 
trate the Christian principles of the religious society 
of Friends than Thomas Story, — one in whom 
seem to have been combined the earnest, unwavering 
faith of a true gospel minister, with the sound reason- 
ing and clear discrimination of a man of high intel- 
lectual attainments. 

In offering to the reader a brief outline of his 
biography, with selections from his writings, our 
hope is to draw to them the attention and thoughtful 
consideration of some who might not have time or 
inclination to peruse them at large. 

Before coming, however, to the matter immediately 
in hand, a few general observations, bearing upon the 
subject, may not be out of place in this connection. 
An inward, invisible, spiritual Church, walking by 
faith, and not by sight, and merged in, or surrounded 
by, another outward or ceremonial religious system, 
is clearly discernible far back in the history of our 
race. In the days of Elijah the Prophet, the Pt\fc%\» 



and the Levite, wlio should hnve been shsptierds of 
the flock, hud fled from their postu, and the great 
mass of the chosen people, with their iviukud rulers, 
were left to worship Baal io the groves and upon the 
high places; yet were there iu Israel seven thousand 
souls who boned not down to the false idol, but cod- 
tinued faithfully serving the God of their fathera. 
Long ages after, as we follow down the history of 
' the eatne wondroua people, who then, as formerly, way 
be considered as repreEeutiug the outward Church, we 
shall lind the priests and high professors of the daif 
ready to deliver up the Saviour of mnnkind to the 
Bcoarge and the cross; and only a few poor fishermea 
sod weopiog women followed afar ofl^, fearful and 
trembling, but faithful unto death. Again, in after- 
years, and under a new dispensation, while Rome's 
proud hierarchy stood with tlieir feet upon the necks 
of kings, and from her stately temples mucked Chris- 
tiauity with lialf-heathen rites, a few poor pt'asnntB, 
hunted through caves and forests, still testified at the 
gibbet and the stake that God is a Spirit, and must 
bo worshipped iu spirit and in truth. These true 
believers, thus following after the light that was still 
clearly shining for them, though all around was dark- 
ness, kept alive, through the long night of apoiitasy, 
a feeble reninunt of the real Church until the dawn- 
ing of a brighter day, — that glorious epoch, when 
the Holy Scriptures, buried for ages In an unknown 
language, was given to the people in their mother 
tongue. The long-imprisoned utteriinccs of the 
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allied, soon lost its ancient prestige, and a host of 
would-be reformers made their appearance on the 
stage. Presbyterianisni would fain have clad herself 
in the mantle which was falling from the shoulders 
of the Prelacy, and have seated herself in high places. 
This consummation was, however, prevented by the 
prominent position now taken by a third sect, differ- 
ing as widely in its peculiar tenets from the Presby- 
terians as did the former from the ancient establish- 
ment. These last — the Independents, as they were 
called — professed a new and peculiar doctrine: no 
written creeds or confessions of faith had been trans- 
mitted from a former generation to this band of stern 
enthusiasts : holding the belief that the only real 
source of knowledge in relation to religion was to be 
found in an inward revelation, they possessed no 
settled clergy. Any member of their society, pro- 
fessing to have received the gift of preaching from 
an inward, spiritual revelation, was listened to with 
the deepest reverence, as delivering an inspired mes- 
sage. It was no unusual thing in the army of the 
Commonwealth (whose ranks were principally re- 
cruited from the sect described) for generals to 
preach at the head of their divisions, captains to 
their companies, or even private soldiers to such of 
their fellows as were disposed to hear them. 

In such a state of affairs, it would be natural to 
look for a general toleration of religious opinion ; but 
such does not appear to have been the case. Church- 
men, Presbyterians^ and Independents N^et^ ^ojoa^'^ 






ready to persecute each otlier, and all wbo might liold 
religioua opiubas u.t vuriaace witli their own special 
dogniBB. 

As the priinitive Christian Church never persecuted 
for couEuicDce' Bake, and sioce the Saviour has hiiii- 
Eclf declared (bat his kiugdmn ivaa not of this wurld, 
neither was to be set up and sustained by war and 
bloodshed, no one of these reli^ona bodies can with 
juBlice claim to huve been thorough reforuierSj or to 
have restored in any great degree that Christianity 
which charucteriKed the Church in the days of the 
apoBtteti. As has been the case thruughuut all time, 
we are not to look among the great and the powerful 
for those deep things of the Spirit, which have been 
ever hidden from the wise and prudent of this wurld 
but huve been made plain to all wlio were lowly and 
eimple-heartcd. 

lu the same year that the royal standard of 
King Charles I. hud been set up on the ca?tle of 
Nottiugham, a young man, the sou of one Chrie- 
topher i'ox, a weaver of I'rayton, in Leicestershire, 
began to attract the attention of the community 
in which he iived, by his singular behavior. Born 
in liJli-i, he had about this period — the year 1642 — 
attained his nineteenth year. Even In his early 
childhood he bad been remarkable fur the gravity of 
his deportment, fur the endeavors he made to live a 
pure and righteous life, and for his rigid regard for 
a all his cDnimunicatioDs, Up t« the 
period referred to, be had resided at home with his 
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Spirit, bursting forth like a mighty earthquake, shook 
Europe to her centre for half a century; nor did the 
good work cease until that most cunningly devised 
system which, by availing itself of the intense longing 
of the human soul for a Church universal, broad 
enough to take in the whole race, and by substituting 
for such a Church those false rites and shadowy sym- 
bols, had so long held all Christendom under her iron 
rule, was cast down from her high places, and a new 
and far purer system, though still not perfect, took 
its place. In short, the Reformation had been brought 
about; a work great and glorious indeed had been 
wrought out in the earth, yet far short, evidently, of 
a restoration of the Church to her condition in apos- 
tolic times. The various sects calling themselves 
Protestants, as protesting against the abuses of Rome, 
yet widely differing among themselves in many par- 
ticulars, all united in retaining certain outward ordi- 
nances, and, with these ordinances, a separate, paid 
body of men to administer them, called by various 
names, but in reality (to all intents and purposes) a 
priesthood, a large body of them claiming and appro- 
priating to themselves, as successors of the sons of 
Levi under a former dispensation, a tenth part of all 
that the people possessed. Such a priestly order, we 
contend, is incompatible with Christianity as esta- 
blished by its blessed Founder. One Priest we have, 
eternal in the Heavens, even Christ, and need no 
other. Out of Judah was to come no priest, but out 
of Levi, which priesthood is passed away. I\i iW 

1* 
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litivo Christian Church was no sepinte order of 
men corresponding to what is now called ih 1 py 
hut the gifts of the Holj Spmt fell on 11 mm 

bera, but not the name gifts to all to P P^" y 

or preiiching, to another, tenching, and h 

gifts, as of tongues, &c. Nor did ihej te h p h 
at their own fixed times and setiaona, h p k ly 
as thej were moved of the Holy Ghost. 

Such a. Church, we believe, Christ founded upon 
earth then; and such ought to be liie Church to-day; 
fur hath he not declared, "Lo, I am with you, even 
unto the end of the world " ? Let us search and es- 
amioe if there has been since the days of Paul, or if 
there be now, any sect, culling themselves Christian, 
who seek ufter and believfl in a Church with these 
good pfls. 

Our suhject now demands that we leave these 
general ohaervations, and turn our attention to the 
British islands, and to a most memorable epoch 
in their religious as well as their political history. 
The period to which we refer is the first hslf of the 
seventeenth century, the eve of that revolution which 
was to result in the overthrow of absolute monarchy 
in England, and in the death of the ill.fated prince who 
Strove BO blindly to oonteud against the [righteous] 
indignation of a long-suffering and persecuted people. 
With this great social revulsion were brought to the 
surface new and tttronge religious doctrines. The 
Episcopal or established Church, in the downfall of 
nhe secular power with which it had beeu so long 
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relations, when, having been solicited by his com- 
panions to join in some of their merry-makings, of 
which he could not approve, so great a weight came 
upon his spirit that he could not sleep that night; 
but, passing the night in earnest prayer to the Lord, 
it appeared to him that his supplications were an- 
swered in these words, as it were spoken in his heart: 
— "Thou seest how young people go together into 
vanity, and old people into the earth : therefore thou 
must forsake all, both young and old, and be a stranger 
unto them." Taking this for a divine admonition, 
he left his home and friends and commenced a 
solitary pilgrimage. Thus separating himself from 
the world, he passed much time in reading the Scrip- 
tures, and also fasted frequently. In this solitary 
condition he underwent great inward suffering, so 
much so that he strove in various ways to get from 
under it, often consulting the ministers and professors 
of several religious denominations ; but from them he 
derived no comfort. One old minister to whom he 
had applied for information in regard to the ground 
of despair and temptation, advised him to take tobacco 
and sing psalms. To this Fox replied that he was 
no lover of tobacco, and as for psalms, he was in no 
condition to sing them. Finding, at last, that none 
of those from whose counsel he hoped to have derived 
advantage were at all capable of even comprehending 
his spiritual condition, and much less of giving him 
any relief therein, he was led to believe that consola- 
tion and enlightenment for him were only to be ob- 
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taincd by a patient naitin^' for the maDit'cEtatians of 
the Ho!j Spirit io tlie secret of his own 

Thus, fuithfullj waiting on the Lord, the dark ' 
clouds upoD hia luiod were talcen awu;, aod he fi 
hia soul to be illuniiQed by that light which ie G 
dared in Scripture "to enlighten every man that 
Cometh into the world." By this light he believed 
it WB8 revealed (o hini that neither a learned eduoa- | 
tion and a proficiency in tbe aBcient languap 
any outward priestly ordination, could ijualify any one J 
for the true gospel ministry. He saw that the Lord's J 
true miuisters must, in thoae latter days, be sent and J 
qualified for that office by the same Holy Spirit nhiob ' I 
had sent forth the first apostles. Betieviug himself / 
to be thus called aod qualified, he was constrained tffll 
go forth and preach the tingdam of God, as being I 
already i.'orne unto all those who had faith to believe 
and to receive Christ Jesus, the ever-living Word, in 
hia second or epiritual eoniing. Thus, clothed with 
authority, and trusting that words should be given 
him to speak, he wandered froui city to city, through , 
town and country, in the market-places, ajid iti the ^ 
places of pnbliu worship, calling on all people, 
whatever age, aex, or condition, to look in their c 
hearts for the teaching of that divine grace which 
should lead them from sin and darkness into all truth, 
and deliver them out of their fallen state ii 
dition of freedom from sin. 

He tsught that true baptism was not a baptism of J 
water, to pnt away the filth of the flesh, but tlwJ 
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cleaDsing of the human soul from sin ; that the out- 
ward eating of bread and wine could not represent 
the true supper of the Lord ; but that the Saviour's 
words on the memorable occasion of the last passover 
were intended rather to warn his disciples that this 
Jewish ordinance was no longer to be continued in, 
than to enjoin it upon them as an essential part of, 
his new dispensation ; that all wars and fighting were 
contrary to the direct teaching of our Lord. He bore 
a testimony against all oaths, as unlawful under the 
new dispensation, citing the direct command of 
Christ, " Swear not at all." 

These doctrines, we can well understand, sounded 
strangely in the ears of that generation, (as indeed 
they do to many even at this day,) and the promul- 
gator of them soon found that his path was beset with 
toils and dangers innumerable. 

The clergy, fearing that with the abolition of out- 
ward ordinances and human ordination their own 
occupation would be gone, began to stir up a bitter 
persecution against this bold innovator. 

Magistrates issued warrants for his apprehension, 
and cast him into loathsome dungeons, among felons 
and murderers, there to languish for weeks and 
months together. He was ofttimes thrown down 
and cruelly beaten and mangled, stoned by the mob 
through the towns and villages, and so cruelly mal- 
treated in various ways, as to be put often in great 
peril of his life. 

All this could not deter him from the work to 
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which he hud been called ; but, patieully bearing all' 
tbeM persecutions, making no effort at resistance he 
turned his cheek to the srniter, and fre ly fo gave 
his cruel enemies. Nor did this great fu h anl 
pstienee long go unrewurded. Even from he firt. 
multitudes flocked to bear from all parts anJ hou h 
many were callous, and violent against the h y 
many nthers, feeling the presence of the Ljrd, were 
humbled and brought low before him ; so that some 
who had at first been most bitter Bg;iiiist this meek 
and patient disciple became afterward warm and able 
advocates of his doctrine, EuScring also many perse- 
cutions, some even unto death, for tbe truth's sake. 

Thus it pleased the Iiord to raise up, from small 
beginnings, a great_ congregation, who should worship 
him in spirit and in truth, — a peculiar people, living 
in the world, yet not of it, called in derision Quakers, 
because tbej did quake Bod tremble at the word of 
God; but caUing themselves Friends, because thoy 
are at peace with all men, and, through the love of 
God in their souls, would fain be t\ie/rieii(h of all 
mankind. Let the fruits they have produced, and 
the works they have wrought, even to this day, tried 
by the touchstone of Holy Scripture, testify of tbem, 
whether the spirit they hsive followed be of God ur no. 

Having thus briefly sketched the outline of the 
rise and progress of this peculiar people, we will 
endeavor mora folly to illustrate their faith and 
practice, in some account of the life and conversation 
of one of its iudividuul members, whose emineiltTJ| 
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services in the good work of the gospel may well 
entitle him to be cited as a fair example of the whole. 
We allude to Thomas Story. 

A period of more than forty years had elapsed from 
the first preaching of George Fox to the l^eginning 
of Thomas Story's ministry. King Charles the First 
slept in a bloody grave. The long session of that 
nieuiorable parliament had been brought to a sudden 
close by the bayonets of the army, the great com- 
mander and idol of the army, Cromwell, in his turn, 
had gone to his account, and the second Charles was 
drawing near the end of his life and of his reign, 
while the subject of our memoir was still a youth. 
The Thomas Story of our memoir was the son of 
Thomas Story, of Justicetown, in the county of Cum- 
berland, a gentleman of good estate and standing in 
the county, and a member of the Episcopal or esta- 
blished Church. From his early youth, he says in his 
journal, " I believe the Lord had his eye upon me 
for my good, inclining my heart to seek after him in 
my tender years j and from hence I conclude arose 
that early inclination I had for solitude, where I 
sometimes had religious thoughts, and frequently 
read the Holy Scriptures, which I ever loved above 
all books, especially the New Testament, in which I 
chiefly delighted.'' 

Notwithstanding his religious inclinations, Thomas 
Story, as he grew up, found himself under cir- 
cumstances very disadvantageous to religious ad- 
vancement. His father, intending him for a law- 

2 



jer, sent him to a fenciajr-scliool to learn tbe 
use of the small sword, ud accorapliahmeDt con- 
Bidored at that time iodispensable to a gentuel 
educHtion : in this art he hccanie in a short time 
quite a. proGcieot, aod hIso acquired a couaidcrahlQ 
skill in music. In the exercise of these acconsplish- 
ments, he iuforms us, his mind was much dii-wrted 
from serious things, though he was preserved frma 
thoee thiogB which are geaeri^ltj accouuted evils 
among maakiod. Arriving at a proper age, he was 
put io the study of tho law under a counsellor in the 
country. The family in which ho was placed were 
religiously inclined, being moderate Presbyterians. 
Living at this timo a retired lite, and seeing little of 
society at large, much of his leisure was devoted to 
silent meditation, and search after truth. Though 
educated in the nntioua! Church of Eofjlund, he had 
no special prejudices in favor of that way of worship, 
but was frecjueDtly in the habit of atteoding the 
meetings of the other religious denominations; jet 
when he came to consider their doctrines olosely he 
oould entirely approve of no one of them. On one 
occasion he attended the preaching of a famous 
Preshyterian minister : it was during the latter part 
of the /eign of Charles the Second, when persecu- 
tion was rife against all dissenters from the national 
Church; and the jneetiog was beld at night, in a pri- 
vate upper room, with a watch set below. Here, says 
Thomas, " I expected to have heard something like 
doctrine; but ail that he entertaiuud the audience 
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with, was suggestions of dislike and jealousy against 
the Government ; and this delivered in a way which 
to me was extremely disagreeable/' On another 
occasion he attended a meeting of Friends at Brough- 
ton, in Cumberland, but could gather little either 
from their manner or doctrine, but took them to be 
an honest, well-meaning sect. Toward the latter end 
of the year 1687, having completed his legal studies, 
he came into the city of Carlisle, and occupied cham- 
bers there, with a view to the practice of his profes- 
sion. At this period James II. was at the height 
of his power, and making great efforts to overturn 
Episcopacy, and to introduce Popery as the esta- 
blished religion. As far as was in the power of the 
king, all oflSces of trust and emolument wft'e bestowed 
upon Papists; and, such being the case, there was no 
scarcity of nominal Protestants, ready, for the sake 
of private advantage, to take a very lenient view of 
the errors of popery, so long as such errors were 
accompanied by the power to bestow fat offices and 
high dignities. 

The prospects of the Romanists being thus flatter- 
ing at the period referred to, they grew correspond- 
ingly imperious and insolent on all occasions; and, 
in many instances, those whose duty it should have 
been to stand in the breach, in defence of civil and 
religious freedom, were only too ready to aid and abet 
in these aggressions. 

On one occasion, at the Carlisle assizes, Thomas 
Story happened to be dining at an inn with a com- 
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peny of gentlemen, m g wh ra w w tn nistera " 
of the Churuh of En a d wb a p p h g tleman 
at the table started ad n h d ioe of 

trauaubstacitiatiou, und rtak p in Scrip- 

ture thutj by virtue w d p d over 

the wafer or sacrani ta b d h w actual 

conversion of it int h b dj , — the 

Terj same which was born of the Virp,in Slary, cruci- 
fied at Jerusalem, and uow meended into heaven. 

The text of Scripture advanced in support of thi^* 
doctrine was, "And, as they were eating, Jesus took 
bread and brake it, and gave it to tho disciples, Bay- 
ing, Take, eat, this is my body." From which he 
argued tbat Christ being the Word of God, aud the 
truth, wharever he aaid must be positively and 
literally true; and therefore there is a real change 
of the bread into the aetua! body of Christ; and, this 
being an ordinance of God to bis ministers, the same 
power is aonesed to that ordinance, since he com- 
manded them to do the same thing, saying, " This do 
in remembrance of me." During this haraugue the 
Boal of our young seeker after truth was kindled to 
Buch a degree that he could with difficuliy keep 
sileut; but, being then very young und diffident, he 
Eaid nothing for some time, expecting tbat the minis- 
ters of the Protestant Church would have certainly 
attacked the Papist's position ; but as they hung down 
their heads, and appeared busy with their plates, he 
oould keep silent no lodger, hut replied in the follow- 
ing remarks, which a])]>car to us a most clear and 
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logical refutation of that absurd dogma, for which so 
much blood has been shed and so many Christian 
martyrs have suiFered cruel torture, and yet for which 
even the great Martin Luther, while he trusted in 
the letter, and neglected the spirit, was a strenuous 
advocate. 

*' You of the Church of Rome take these words lite- 
rally ; but we take the whole form of his speech at 
that time, on that subject, to be figurative ; and that 
these words, 'This is my body,' intended no more 
than, This bread is a symbol, or figure, or representa- 
tion, of my body, which shall shortly hereafter be 
broken for you; for'we ought not to divide the sen- 
tence or speech of Christ, and take one part literally 
and another figuratively. And you may remember 
that, at the same time, he also took the cup, saying, 
* This cup is the New Testament, in my blood, which 
is shed for you.' Do you think that that cup, whether 
of gold, silver, glass, or wood, was the New Testa- 
ment? Or can't you see that in this latter part of 
his speech there is a double figure ? First, the. thing 
containing for the thing contained ; and secondly, the 
wine in the cup, exhibited under the word cup, as a 
figure or representation of his blood ; which was not 
then actually or literally shed, or his body broken. 
And seeing he said, in the present tense, ' This is 
my body, which is broken (not to be broken) for you ; 
and this cup is the New Testament in my blood, 
which is (not which shall hereafter be) shed for 

you ;' you must either own that Christ advanced a 

2* 
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false proposition, whiuh joii will not; or that 
spoke figuriitivelj in both sentences, which yoii c&n- 
not reasoiitthly avoid. Besides, the worda uttered by 
Christ himself did not work that efTcotyou imagine; 
for no uiun can oall a thing by any name, denoting 
its existence, before it is that thing which it is called; 
[rhcn taking up a plate] no man, for instance, can 
truly and literally saj, This ia a plate, if it were not 
a plate 'before. Then, by a parity of reason and 
truth, Christ could not sny, This bread is my body, if 
it were not bis body before. Therefore these words 
made iin alteration, for it was so before : these words 
were ntily declarative of what was before, and not 
initiatory, or commcncive, of a new being, which was 
not there before. A^ain, if ever these words bad 
effected a tra a substantiation, they would wLeu Christ 
himself uttered them. Consider tbcn, pray, that as 
soon as Christ began to speak these words, ' This is 
uiy body,' the body of Christ, bora of the Virgin 
Mary, began to cease to be his body, and the bread 
began to convert into it; and that, as soon as the 
words were finished, the body born of the Virgin 
altogether ceased to be what it was before, and, by 
a new way of corporeal transmigration, insinuated 
itself into the bread; wbich, by the same degrees 
-that the body of Christ teased to be bis body, com- 
menced, proceeded, grew, and beeanje his body; or 
else he had two bodies present with bis disciples at 
time; and if they eat bis body that evening, 
■what budy wus that which was crucified tho uest 
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day ? Aod what blood was then shed, if, the night 
before, the disciples had drank the blood of Jesus in. 
a proper and literal sense, and without a figure ? And 
where now is that same cup? If you have lost that, 
you have, in your own sense, lost the New Testament, 
and all your share therein. Now, if you can persuade 
me and this company out of our senses and under- 
standings, so that we may be able to believe, against 
both, that a piece of bread is the body of Christ, and 
a cup of wine is his blood, then you may bid fair for 
our conversion, or rather perversion, to your religion. 
But, till you can do that, you cannot reasonably 
expect we should embrace so great absurdities.'' Upon 
this, several of the company laughed ; and the Papist 
said these were great mysteries, and the subject 
copious and intricate, and could not at that time be 
fully prosecuted, but might be more largely discussed 
at some other convenient opportunity. I replied, 
"Then why did you move it? Could you think we 
would all sit silent, to hear you propagate such 
notions, and make no opposition ?" And so the matter 
dropped. But, though I had thus opposed him, he 
showed more respect to me afterward than to any 
other of the company. 

After the dinner was over, and the ministers, with 
Thomas Story, meeting in another apartment, they 
complimented him highly on his able defence of 
Protestantism. This flattery, however, only drew from 
him a severe reproof of their cowardice and tempo- 
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rising, aud he left tbpui witli a greatly-diminishw 
respect both for such a clergy aod for all mere out- 
ward prnfessora of religion. 

Not luD^ after this ocourreoce, toward the end of 
Au<rust, 16S8,that true Protestant aad noble advocate 
of true liberty of couscience, the Prince of Orange, 
arrived in England j and forthwith the eanie clergy 
who had, while the power of James II. contloued, 
been Hlrenuoualy advocating the doctrine of passive 
obedience and non-reeistance to the royal authority 
to their hearers, ran considerable risk of being them- 
selves found in open rebellion. , Amid these cbangea 
and revolutions in public affairs, the readiness with 
which those whom our friend had been accustomed 
to look up to in all matters of religion were willing 
to adapt their doctrine to suit their own temporal 
advBnct:njeat, brought his mind into a close examina- 
tion of the true nature of worship ; and, under a sense 
of humiliation and sorrow for his own want of an 
esperiuiental knowledge of God, he often prayed for 
the divine guidance and help in a concern of such 
vital importance. 

Thus, turning away from ■all outward creeds and 
professions, and looking only within, he there found 
a principle manifesting itself ua a faithful reprover 
of all sin; and though, says he, "I knew not then 
what this reprover was, yet it eserted upon me such 
an influence as to reform me from those habits which 
in time might have been the foundation of great evils.'' 
Though thus reproved and influenced, there were ji 
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many tempting allurements oflfered to lead him away 
from serious consideration. Young and accomplished, 
with an intellect far above the common, and cultivated 
to a high degree, his slightest efforts might have put 
him in possession of the best gifts which this world 
has to bestow upon her favorite children. At this 
time, he informs us, he was in the habit of wearing 
a sword and carrying fire-arms when he travelled 
abroad, and was well acquainted with the use of these 
weapons : at the same time, he was never quarrel- 
some, making it a rule never to offend or give an 
affront to any one designedly, and was always ready 
to apologize if he had inadvertently given offence. 
Yet, with all this, he was determined always to resent 
and punish any intentional insult. Such an insult, he 
informs us, he never met with but on one occasion, 
and then kept to his own maxims successfully, 
managing neither to wound nor to be wounded. 

In process of time, as these worldly dispositions 
would have grown strong in him, he was favored to 
more fully comprehend the true nature and end of 
all such things, and the necessity of the great work 
of regeneration began to be deeply impressed upon 
his mind, while at the same time, feeling that hither- 
to he had no experience of such a work wrought in 
himself, and realizing forcibly the uncertainty of 
human life, great fear came upon him, and with it a 
sense of the vanity and worthlessness of all worldly 
power and greatness. About this time a narrow 
escape from death, by his horse falling, had the effect 



to bring most viyidly before him tbe argent 
absolute oeDessity of some preparatioa far tbat anfiil 
evcDt; and being thus brought into cloi^er solf-exami- 
natioQ, and not finding liiiuself in a iit condiuon for 
heaven, — us yet having ao evidence of tbat neceseary 
work of regeneration in his own soul, — a settled sod- 
Desa and grief came upoa his spirit, from which he 
could not escape until, through the mercy of tiod, he 
was favored with a clearer knowledge and a better 
state. Hitherto he had known the grace of Qod 
only as niukiiig manifest sin and evil in himself, and 
reproving and condemniug all the thoughts, desires, 
passions, and affections which belong to roan's first 
or carnal nature, and had not yet experienced it as 
able to work in him faith, sanutiGcation, coasolation, 
and redemption. Vet the Lord did uot leave bim 
here, but in great mercy followed hitn still more 
closely, until the good work should be completed; 
and here, quoting from bis autobi(^:raphy, we would 
invite the attention of our readers to the Ibllowiog 
extract from his journal : — 

" Being moved by bia own free mercy and goodness, 
even in the same love in which he sent bia Son, the 
beloved, into the world, to seek and save the lost; 
on the 1st day of the aeuund month, in the evening, 
io the year, according to the common account, 1689, 
being alone in my chamber, the Lord brake in upon 
lue unexpectedly, quick as lightning from the 
heavens, and as a righteous, a]l-powerful, uU-know- 
ing, aud sin-condemning Judge; before whom my 
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soul, as in the deepest agony, trembled, was con- 
founded and amazed, and filled with such awful dread 
as no words can reach or declare. 

" My mind seemed plunged into utter darkness, and 
eternal condemnation appeared to enclose me on every 
side, as in the centre of the horrible pit, — never to 
86^ redemption thence, or the face of him in mercy, 
whom I had sought with all my soul. But in the 
midst of this confusion and amazement, where no 
thought could be formed, or any idea retained, save 
eternal death possessing my whole man, a voice was 
formed and uttered in me : — * Thy will, God, be 
done : if this be thy act alone, and not my own, I 
yield my soul to thee.' In conceiving these words 
from the Word of Life, I quickly found relief: there 
was all-healing virtue in them ; and the effect was so 
swift and powerful, that, even in a moment, all my 
fears vanished, as if they had never been, and my 
mind became calm and still, and simple as a little 
child ', the day of the Lord dawned and the Sun of 
Righteousness arose in me, with divine healing and 
restoring virtue in his countenance; and he became 
the centre of my mind. 

** In this wonderful operation of the Lord's power, 
denouncing judgment in tender mercy, and in the 
hour of my deepest concern and trial, I lost my old 
self, and came to the beginning of the knowledge of 
Him, the just and Holy One, whom my soul had 
longed for. I now saw the whole body of sin con- 
demned in my own flesh ; not by particular acts, as 
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whilst travellinft in tho way to it perfect moral 
only, but by one stroke and senteiiEO of the great 
Judge of all the world, of the living and of tbe dead, 
the whole carnal mind, with bU that dwelt therein, 
was wounded, nod death begun ; hh self-luve, pride, 
evil thoughts, and every evil desire, with the whole 
corruption of the first state und natural life. 

"Jlere I had a taste and view of the agony of the 
Sod of Gud, uud of h'm death and ?tate upuu the cross, 
when the weight of the sine of all human kind were 
upon hini, and when he trod the wine-press alone, 
with none to aaaiat him. Now all my past sins were 
pardoned and done away ; my own willings, ninninga, 
searchings, and strivings were at an end ; and all my 
carnal reasonings and conceivings about the know- 
ledge of God, und the mysteries of religion, were 
over; which hud long esercised my mind, being then 
natural, both day and night, and taken away niy 
desire of food aifH natural repose. But now my aor- 



;a were done away; 
ftud this true fear being, to m^ the initiation into 
wisdom, L now found the true sabbath, a holy, heavenly, 
divine, und free rest, and most sweet repose. This 
deep exercise being over, I slept till the next morn- 
ing, and had greater and better refreshment and 
comfort than I bad felt for some weeks before. 

"The next day I found my mind calm und free from 

Buzietyi in a state like that of a young child. Id 

this condition I remained till night; and about the 

I nme time in tlie evening that tho viaitutiou, before 
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related) came upon me, my whole nature and being, 
both mind and body, was filled with the divine pre- 
sence in a manner I had never known before, nor had 
ever thought that such a thing could be, and of 
which none can form any idea but what the Holy 
thing itself doth give. 

** Divine Truth was now self-evident : there wanted 
nothing else to prove it. I needed not to reason about 
him; all that was superseded by that divine and 
truly wonderful evidence and light, which proceeded 
from himself alone, leaving no place for doubt, or 
any question at all. For as the sun, in the open 
firmament of heaven, is not discovered or seen, but 
by his. own light, and the mind of man determines 
thereby, at sight, and without any train of reasoning, 
what he is, even so, and more than so, by the over- 
shadowing influence and divine virtue of the Highest, 
was my soul assured that it was the Lord. I saw 
him in his own light, by that blessed and holy 
medium which of old he promised to make known 
to all nations; by that eye which he himself had 
formed and opened, and also enlightened by the 
emanation of his own eternal glory. 

" Thus I was filled with perfect consolation, which 
none but the Word of Life can declare or give. It 
was then, and not till then, I knew that God is love, 
and that perfect love which casteth out all fear. It 
was then I knew that God is eternal light, and that 
in him is.no darkness at all. 

" I was highly favored also with a view of the manner 

3 
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of (he operation of the Almighty, in aa.'iuming bninsff 
nature, and clothing therewith his inaeeeHsible divine 
light and glory, even with an inoocent, holy, and 
divine eoui and mind, homogeneal to the children of 
men; as with a veil, whereby the Most High con- 
descended to the low condition of man, and in whom 
also man, being refined as the ttied gold, and thereby 
fitted for the Holy One, can approaeh to him, as by a 
proper medium, and therein dwell with the Lord and 
enjoy him forever." 

It has been said, by some in our time, that the day 
of niiniclea has long since ceased on earth, and, sn 
far aa outward and tungihle ones are concerned, thi>y 
are indeed rare, (in this last time;) yet have we not, 
in this simple but most graphic account of the opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit on the soul, evidence incon- 
trovertible of a great and wonderful miracle ? — not, 
indeed, the calling up from death to life of the frail 
body, but the awakening from death unto life ever^ 
laslingof an immortal spirit. And now, before leaving 
this part of our subject, it may be well for us deeply 
to consider its bearing upon that all-important sub- 
ject, the conversion of the soul, and to examine a 
little into the manner in which this particular con- 
version appeared to have been brought about. Surely 
it was not by any human power : there was no out- 
irmnt. l«mple consecrated and set apart for such a ' 
work; no robed and surpliced priest was there with 
book and chalice [ no deep-toned organ filled the air 
with fiooda of melody, nor thrilling words of glowing 
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ell from well-traiDed lips upon the car; 
but aloDe ia the quiet chamber, ia the deep flileuoe 
of uU Sesh, an esrDesC gpirit, broken and bowed down 
as ill the preseuce of the great God of all the eurth, 
is waitiog in patleDce aud huujbls hope for ttie ap- 
pearing of Him who was crucified and is risen again, 
willing and able to save to the uttermost. Nor did be 
vait in vain ; for iu the very extromity he was euabled 
to say, " Thy will, Lord, he done ;" and then, as 
it were in a moment, a light bhooe out of the thick 
darkocBS, making manifest that as he bad beeu dead 
in sin, so now, by the power of tiod alone, sin had 
been Blain in him, and he had been raised up from 
this spiritual death, a new man io Christ Jesus, born 
of the spirit, and brouj^bt into a condition of holy, 
heavenly rest, a true and never-ending sabbath, 

These secret manifestations of divine grace wore at 
tbie time kept cootioed iu bis own breast, no one 
kuoniug as yet any thing of them. An alteration was 
evident in his demeanor, but the cause of it was un- 
explained ; his usual manuers and fashionable address 
were now laid aside : ho gave up the sword, wbiub he 
bad worn hitherto rather because it was fashionable 
and ornamental tbnn with any design of using it, 
and also divested his dress of all superfluities and 
ornaments. These particulars are mentioned here, 
since it goes to show that, altbough at this ti 
Thomas Story had no knowledge whatever of 1 
society of Friends, he was Tin consciously an imitator 
of their practice iu this respect, and that, however 
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trivial BDd unimportaut mere mattera of drcxa mej 
appear to some of the ynuni^er members of that society 
in these prosent timi>s, we have liere the example of 
atrueCbrtseiaQoonvertiWho certainly could hsve then 
bad no seotariao prejadiceis on tlie subject, for making 
Buch things a mutter of serioua coDsi deration. He 
now declined altogether attending tlte public worship 
of the society in which be bad been educated, — not, 
however, with the intention of joining any other sect, 
for he was then disposed to conclude that these viewa 
were peculiar to liimsolf, and that no religious body 
then existed with whom he could unite. . 

For some time he continued thus alone and retired, 
often spending much time in silent waiting for the 
openings of divine grace in his heart, and BouietimeB 
cotumitted to writing his understanding and explana- 
tion of certain passages of Scripture. 

Among other things written about this period, he 
has left us the following prayer, — so fervent, and so 
applicable to the condition of every earnest soul, and 
at the same time clothed in such beautiful words, that 
we insert it here entire, not doubting that it will 
olaim an attentive perusal : — 

"O almighty, incomprehensible, and infinitely 
merciful Lord God, forasmuch as none can enter into 
thy rest unless he be regenerated and renewed, I 
humbly beg, in the name and for the sake of thy Son 
Christ, that thou wilt be pleased to wash rae in the 
water of life, and purify my polluted soul with the 
holy fire of thine infinite love; that I may live in 
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thee, and walk in the living way of truth, love, peace, 
joy, righteousness, holiness, temperance, and patience, 
so long as thou art pleased to continue me in this 
garden of labor. And be my strength, my right- 
eousness ! that I go not astray from thy paths, through 
the frailty of this earthly tabernacle; but give me 
daily the bread of life, which thou freely boldest 
forth to the hungry all the day long. And inasmuch 
as none can eat of this bread but those who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, give me a fervent 
desire, my salvation ! and a saving faith, a living 
faith, to lay hold on thy most certain promise ; that 
I may be made partaker of the glory that is laid up 
for thy servants in thine everlasting habitations." 

As it is not our intention in these pages to attempt 
a regular biography or to go much into detail, we 
pass over a considerable period. Some time in the 
fifth month of the year 1691, says Thomas Story in 
his journal, while writing a paragraph, "the people 
called Quakers were suddenly brought to my mind, 
and so strongly impressed upon it that thenceforward 
I had a strong desire to make inquiry into their ways 
and principles." An opportunity soon offered itself to 
him for the desired investigation. Having some 
business-affairs to attend to in the west of Cumberland, 
he lodged one night at an inn kept by a Friend ; and, 
engaging in conversation, they discovered a mutual 
similarity of opinion in many particulars. This led to 
an invitation from the Friend to attend one of their 
meetings, to be held the following day; and, Thomas 

3* 
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Slory being very desirous to inform biinsclf person- 
ally oonceraing the doctrineB and worship of that 
Booiety, he went next day with the Friend to attend 
the nieetiog. His first impressions of the Bocinty and 
of the meeting are best related in his own words, as 
folJowa :— 

" When we came to the meeting, being a little late, 
it wns full gathered ; acd I went among the throng 
of the people on the furuis. and sut still atnong tbem 
in fhut inward condition and mental retirement. Aod 
though one of their ministers, a stranger, began to 
apeak od soine points held by them, and declaim 
Hgainst some things held by others und denied by 
them, partioaiarly pre destination ns assorted by the 
Presbyterians, yet I took not much notice of it. I 
did not doubt but, like sU other sects, they might 
have something to say, both for their own and against 
the opinions of others ; yet my concern was iQucIl 
mther to know whether they were a people gathered 
'under & sense of the enjoyment of the presence of 
God in their meetings ; or, in other words, whether 
they worshipped the true and living God, iu the life 
and nature of Christ, the Son of God, the true and 
only Saviour. And the Lord answered my desire 
aooording to the integrity of my heart. 

"For, not long after I had sat down among them, 
that heavenly and watery cloud overshadowing uiy 
mind brake into a sweet abounding shower of celestial 
rain, and the greatest part of the meeting was broken 
together, dissolved and comforted in the divine 
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presence of the true, heavenly Lord; which was 
divers times repeated before the meeting ended. In 
the same way, by the same divine power, I had been 
often favored before when alone, and when no eye 
but that of Heaven beheld, or any knew, but the 
Lord himself; who, in infinite mercy, had been 
pleased to bestow so great a favor. 

^^And, as many small springs and .streams, descend- 
ing into a proper place and forming a river, become 
more deep and weighty, even so, thus meeting with 
a people gathered of the living God, into a sense of 
the enjoyment of his divine and living presence, 
through Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Saviour 
of the world, I felt an increase of the joy of the sal- 
vation of God ; and the more, by how much I now 
perceived I had been under the like mistake as the 
prophet of God of old, but now was otherwise in- 
formed, by a sure evidence and token, — by the witness 
of the divine truth, in which no living soul can err 
or be deceived, being self-evident and undeniable in 
all those who truly know him. 

" Our joy was mutual and full, though in many 
tears, as in cases of the deepest and most unfeigned 
love ; for the Friends there, being generally sensible 
I was afi^ected and tendered with them, by the influ- 
ence of the divine truth they knew and made profes- 
sion of, did conclude I had been at that time, and 
not before, convinced and come to the knowledge of 
the way of truth among them ; and their joy was as 
of heaven at the return of a penitent, and mine as 
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tho joy of Sill n f m C (!, in view of the work 
of the Lord f d in tlie earth ; when I 

hud thought, Q I g b fo here had gcarcelj betn 
an; troe and 1 n t b knowledge of God in the 
world. 

" The meeting beiog ended, the peace of God wliic-h 
pasaeth all the underHtaoding of natural meo, aad is 
inexpreasible by, any langnage but itself alone, re- 
mained as a holy canopy over luy mind, in a Hileuce 
out of the reauh of all words, and where no idea but 
the Word hiuiself can be conceived. Hut being 
invited, together with the uiiuiateriug Friend, to the 
bou»e of the ancient wicton Dall, I went williujily 

Stitl reniaining, I had nothing to say to auy of them 
till He was pleased to draw the curtain and veil his 
presence ; and then I found my mind pure, and in a 
well-bounded liberty of iunocent conversation with 

the HI. 

'' Having stayed there a short time, I was invited 
to dinner at the house of llithard llibton, an ancient 
and honorable Friend in the village, where I waa 
made kindly wciuoiue, and where I bad great freedom 

"Being now satisfied, beyond my expectation, con- 
cerning the people of God, in whom the Lord lisd 
begun, and in a good measure carried on, a great work 
and refonijatiou in the earth, I determined to lay 
aside every business and thing which might hinder 
or veil in me the eojoyiuent of the pre«cni:e of the 
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Lord, whether among his people or alone, or obstruct 
any service whereunto I was or might be called by 
him, — especially things of an entangling or confining 
nature ; not regarding what the world might say, or 
what name they might impose upon me." 

Being thus, as he informs us, at last satisfied that 
he had found a' people in whom the Lord had begun 
a good work, he was ready to unite with them fully 
as a religious body. And now he determined to lay 
aside every thing, whether of a business nature or 
otherwise, which could in any way obstruct or inter- 
fere with whatever duties or labors he might be called 
to by divine grace. His steadfastness in this deter- 
mination, and his willingness to sacrifice every earthly 
prospect for the Truth's sake, were soon after most 
severely tested. Sitting one evening at his father's 
house, solitary and silent, and under deep exercise 
of mind, from a feeling of some approaching trial, he 
was called upon by an acquaintance, who came to 
consult him on some business in which he had for- 
merly been employed in the capacity of a lawyer. 
This person informed him that on the ensuing day 
he had a lawsuit to come on in regard to certain 
houses in the town of Penrith, which constituted 
nearly all the property he possessed in the world ; 
that one of the witnesses to his deeds of conveyance 
being dead, and the other out of the country, without 
the testimony of the third and only witness he would 
in all probability be defrauded of nearly the whole of 
his estate. This third witness was Thomas Story ; 
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aud bere was the triul of his faith. At that tiiue 
little indulgence was extended to tender oooscieecee ; 
and all testimooy in the courts of justice, to be valid, 
must be delivered under oath; and to take an outh 
onr friend believed was to violute an expresH uomiuand 
of Christ. Here, then, was a. most einbarrassiug posi- 
tion. On the one hand, obedience to the divine will, 
and the reward of an approving conscience ; on the 
other, the paiuful ueceasity of great loss to one whom 
be highlj ealeenied, and vchom be knew to be entirely 
in tbe ri^ht in the matter, and whose case was really a 
very hard one. In refusing to swear, also, be must give 
up all hope of further eiupluymeat or advanoeueat in 
the profession to which he bad devoted SO much labor 
and study, and by whieh he CKpectsd to support him- 
self in the world ; and tiot only this, but be must 
become tbe Bcorn of some, aud the object of ceDSure 
to others, who really wished to be bis friends. The 
struggle was long and bard within him ; for he bad 
not only to contend against the promptings of eelf- 
interest, but tbe warmest sympathies of a kind heart 
were deeply enlisted fur one who, bj /u's refusal to 
comply with an aintost universal custom, was likely 
to become tbe viettui of great injustice. Faith aud 
conscience, however, were at last victorious. Ue was 
eonslrained to persist la his refusal lo swear. His 
former friend became at once a bitter enemy, aai at 
lust, getting into a violent passion, began to curse him 
fur a foul and a Quaker, and finally left him, tbrdal- 
' enini; to subject him to the severest penalties tbe h 



THOMAS STORY. 35 

could iDflict ; and these were severe enough in those 
times. Haying thus remained steadfast in his prin- 
ciples, and ohedient to the guiding of the Truth, he was 
rewarded with great peace of mind and resignation to 
whatever might befall him ; and the next day, going 
to the court, he was met with great friendship and 
affection by his adversary of the day before, with the 
welcome intelligence that the suit had been decided 
in his favor and all things settled to his satisfaction. 
Thus was light brought forth out of thick darkness, 
and crooked things were made straight. How little, 
in these enlightened days of toleration and liberty of 
conscience, do we realize the privileges we enjoy, and 
how dearly they were purchased for us by those very 
men who, in their day and generation, were looked 
upon as madmen and fanatics ! Nearly one hundred 
years of patient suffering, under every form of perse- 
cution, were necessary to demonstrate to the world 
and its rulers many simple truths which are now not 
even questioned, and, among others, the fact that 
some men could speak truth on all occasions, without 
calling their Maker to witness, in opposition to his 
express command. Powerful indeed against oppres- 
sion and injustice was that unresisting but inflexible 
steadfastness which so eminently characterized the 
early Friends in all affairs of conscience. They would 
not swear; they would not fight; they ever refused to 
pay tithes to support a priesthood which they could 
not recognise as authorized under a Christian dispen- 
sation ; and though the whipping-post, the stocks, the 



jail, and the gallows were largely employed to compel 
them into conipiiance, yet we bave no single inEtaiice 
of the Burreoder of principle, either from the fear of 
puriialiiueot or tbe hope of reward. Would that a 
greater portion of the siQie sublinie faith, aud the 
same uutiring zeal in tbe cause of truth, could be 
found auioDg tbeir deacendaota iu thia day of luke- 
wanuness, ease, and w: rldly prosperity ! But, to resume 
our accouDt of Thomas Story's trials in this public pro- 
fession of his religious principles, we find Liiii soon 
attacked on all sides by his former acquaintaDoe, some 
ridiculing wbnt they thought his folly, and others of 
hia real well-wishers endeavoring to draw him into 
lively society, in order to dbpel tbe gravity of de- 
meanor which they mistook for au evidence of sorue 
diseuse of mind that bad como upon him. Bei^ides, 
Dot lung after tbe occurrence just related, feelfug thac 
he Doald no longer look to tbe profession of the law 
as a means of living, he determined to decline it; and 
Duce, being consulted, in liis father's presence, bj' some 
persons wishing to employ his legal services, he refused 
Co undertake their .business altogether. 

Tliia gave hia father great offence, knowing that 
hia son hud then no other means of living, und fear- 
ing that he should become dependent upon him for 
support. Afterward, however, bearing a false state- 
ment tihut many uiinisters of the society of Friends 
bad received hirge sums of money for preaching, he 
be}:an to hope that his son was likely to earn his living 
among them in that way, "But," says Thoums, 
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" as I was silent for some years after, it afforded no 
great hopes in that way." 

His father ou one occasion moving a discussion 
with him on the subject of tithes, his reply to the 
arguments offered is thus given in his own words : — 

"At another time my father had a mind to discourse 
me on that subject; and, after he had moved it, I 
desired leave to ask him a question before I entered 
the dispute with him. He granted it; and then I 
asked him, if it were not for his reputation among 
men, and the law of the land, would he himself pay 
any tithe. Upon this he was silent a little, and then 
replied, with an oath, that if it were not for the law* 
he would pay no more tithe than myself. ^ Then,' said 
I, ^ there is no need of any further dispute :' and it 
ended thus; for he never offered any argument 
about it/' 

Hitherto Thomas Story had only been among Friends 
in his own neighborhood ; but, being desirous of see- 
ing something of them abroad, he left his father's 
house, on a religious visit for the first time, in com- 
pany with an able and powerful minister, Andrew 
Taylor. This was in the latter part of the year 1691. 
They travelled through the North of England, and 
into Scotland, visiting various meetings on the way. 
At Edinburgh they met with a friend, Thomas Rudd, 
who was preaching through the streets of that city; 
and, joining company with him, they were all arrested 
and taken before a magistrate, when, after examina- 
tion, Thomas Rudd was imprisoned as a disturber of 
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the peace ; nnd, thougli Tliomas Story and Ills Trietid 
were discharged from custody, ihcj obtained adrais- 
sion to the prison, and remained there until next day, 
when, at their intercession, Thomsa Rudd was released, 
with orders to leaye the city. But no sooner had he got 
again into the street thao he commenced preaching 
as hefore, crying, "Woe to the sandy foundation 1" but 
was no further molested at that time. 

Passing over numerous incidents of this journey, 
which we cannot now particularize, fre coiue to a dis- 
cussion by ThomuB Story nnd a. certain William Fal- 
coner, one of the Episcopal clergymen who, by tbe 
recent establishment of the Presbyterian Churvh of 
Scotland, hud been deprived of his benefice. 

As the views of the society of Friends on the sub- 
ject of a. true gospel ministry are most ably and 
effectively advocated in the remarks of Thomas Story 
ou that occasion, we would recommend them to the 
attention of any who may be in doubt upon that 

"Then I began to apeak concerning the many divi- 
Bions in the pretended Christian world, — tlie Papacy, 
the Prelacy, and the Presbytery, with their several 
enbdivtsions and confusions, which, being departed 
from the Spirit of Christ, the Prince of Peace, into 
the spirit of envy and persecution, were warring and 
destroying each other, contrary both to the nature 
and cud of that religion they profess, which is lore. 
I WHS answered that the bishop of Rome, under pre- 
tence of being the successor of Peter, and, as such, 
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infallible, hath usurped a dictatorship over the Chris- 
tian world in matters of religion, and imposed a mul- 
titude of antichristian errors, by unreasonable force, 
upon mankind. But God having committed his 
whole will unto writing in the Holy Scriptures, and 
in the course of his providence preserved them unto 
us, we have our whole duty declared therein, as our 
rule and guide in matters of religion ; so that we are 
not to expect the manifestations of the Spirit as in 
times past, that dispensation being now ceased. 

^*I replied that what he said of the bishop of Rome 
was true, and fhat the Scriptures are the most excel- 
lent books extant, which were given, from time to 
time, by the Word of the Lord, which is the Spirit 
of Christ. But men may read and speak the truths 
contained in the Scriptures, one to another, and the 
readers and speakers remain still ignorant of the 
Word of the Lord, and of things themselves intended 
to be signified by the words; and not being sent of 
God, as the Scriptures send no man, cannot profit the 
hearers, but are themselves transgressors in so doing, 
unless they were sent by the influence, power, and 
virtue of the same Word that did dictate the matter 
of the Scriptures unto the holy penmen thereof, as 
appears by the 23d chapter of the prophecy of Jere- 
miah ; and then I called for a Bible and read : — ^ The 
prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and 
he that hath my word, let him speak my word faith- 
fully : what is the chaff to the wheat, baith the Lord? 
Is not my word like a fire, saith the Lord, and like 
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a hammer that brefiketh the rook in pieces? There- 
fore, behold, I am against the prophets, fiaith the 
Lord, that steal my words, every one from his neiph- 
bor. Behold, I am agaitist the prophclSj snith the 
Lord, that use their tongaes, and say, He saith : jet 
I sent them not, nor commanded them : therefore 
they shall not profit tins people at all, saith the 
Lord.' So that it is ooDtrary to the declared mind 
of God that any should use his words Ifl others as hie 
niinistera, who are not seut hy himself so to do; for, 
though they have been his words unto others, those 
who use them without liis command are charjred hj 
him as thieves ; especially auoh as make merchandise 
of them to the people. 

" As to the dispensation of the Spirit being now 
oeased, I am sorry to hear it is so; for I oau shoir 
thee to whom it is so ceased, but not to the churcii 
of Christ. Then I turned (i> the third chapter of the 
prophecy of Micah, and read : — ' Hear, I pray you, O 
heads of Jacob, and yc princes of the hoasc of Israel ; 
is it not for jou to know judgment ? Who hate the 
good and luve the evil [ who pluck off their skin frona 
off them, and their flesh from off their hones; who 
also cat the fieah of my people, and flay their skia 
from off them ; and they break their bones, and chop 
them in pieces for the pot, and gs flesh within the 
caldron. Then shall they ory unto the Lord, but he 
will not hear them ; he will even hide hja t'uce from 
them at that time, as they have behaved themaelvea 
ill in their doings.' 
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^' Here it appears that, for the ignorance, cruelty, and 
injustice of the princes or heads of the people, the 
Lord would not hear or regard them. Again, in the 
9th verse, the Lord resumes his charge against the 
great men in that day : — 'They ahhorred judgment, 
and perverted all equity : they built up Zion with 
blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity: the heads of 
that people. judged for reward, their priests taught 
for hire, and their prophets divined for money ; yet 
they pretended to lean upon the Lord, and say. Is 
not the Lord among us ? No evil can come upon us.' 
But the Lord was not to be mocked by such : his just 
judgments were denounced against them: — 'There- 
fore shall Zion, for your sakes, be ploughed as a field, 
and Jerusalem shall become heaps; and the mountain 
of the house, as the high places of the forest.' This 
was fulfilled upon them, and remains over them, as a 
monument of the justice of God, unto this day. The 
charge of the Lord, and his judgments against the 
prophets, I left to the last : — ' They made the people 
err; they1)it with their teeth, and [yet] cried peace; 
and he that put not into their mouths, they even 
prepared war against him : therefore night shall be 
unto you, that ye shall not have a vision ; and it shall 
be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine ; and the 
sun shall go down over the prophets, and the day 
shall be dark over them. Then shall the seers be 
ashamed, and the diviners confounded; yea, they 
shall all cover their lips, for there is no answer of 

God.' 
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" Now, as to thosfl Hcriptnres, said I, like 
judgmeDt. All these three divisions of the pretended 
Chriatian cluireh, falling into the sins of the old 
beBtbeoa, ure become huteful, and bating oue auotber, 
Bad, through that hatred, have persecuted nud de- 
strojed each other when and wherever thej have hud 
power. And all theae, iu their turns, having deceived 
and subjected the teuiponil powers, have persecuted 
and destrojed the church of Christ among tbem. 
'They have hated the good, and loved the evil.' 
They have esereised such cruelties upon the ionoceut 
and just as ore here figuratively termed plucking oSE 
their skin and their flesh, and the breaking of their 
bones, and the like. The priests of every form have 
fleeced the people and the church of Christ, which 
they have not fed ; they have madu laws by their own 
power against theu, uud thereby made war against 
such as would not gratify their cuvetoosneaa; they 
have worried them as with tbeir teeth, and yet cried 
up the peace of the gospel in words; they have built 
and propagated their several sects and parties with 
the blood of others and of the saints of (!od, and 
have filled their sanctuaries with evil-doing and fraud. 
Their heads, who lord over them, have exercised their 
offices for gain and pay, tbeir priests teach for hire, 
their prophets divine for money; yet ibey pretend 
the Lord is with them in thoir various and opposite 
ways, and that no evi! can oome upon them. And 
yet, though the day of the gospel of Christ be dawoed 
upon his church, and the Sun of Bighteousuees arisen 
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and shining in her^ yet the night of apostasy and 
mist of thick darkness and ignorance is over these. 
They have no vision of God ; they canoot divine ; the 
sun is set unto them^ and the day is dark over them. 
For the light thereof they despise and hate, because 
they are evil-doers^ and. to them there is no answer 
of God. 

" But the church of Christ here speaketh another 
language : she bears another, a true testimony to the 
true God. 'But truly I am full of power, by the 
Spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and of might, to 
declare unto Jacob his transgressions, and unto Israel 
his sin.' Here it is apparent from whom the Spirit 
of the Lord is departed, and to whom he is not now 
revealed, and in whom he does not reside; that is, 
Mystery-Babylon, with all her divisions, subdivisions, 
and members, everywhere and under whatsoever 
Dame; but God is with his people still, as in former 
times, according to the promise of his Son : — * If a 
man love me, he will keep my words ; and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him and make 
our abode with him.'" 

This journey was a long one, our friend only 
reaching home after an absence of six months, during 
which time he had traversed a large portion* of both 
England and Scotland, but not appearing on any 
occasion as a minister. 

Returning again to his father's house, he did not 
long remain there; but, feeling that he could no 
longer bear to be dependent upon his father, nor live 
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happily with him under the feeliog of estrangement 
which the former had for a long time manifested, he 
now determined to bid farewell to his home, and go 
forth, he knew not whither, yet in full faith that his 
Divine Master would never forsake those who put 
their trust in him. When this determination was 
made known to his father, a most touching interview 
took place between parent and child, of which he has 
left us the following account : — 

" After this, my uneasiness in my father's house 
increasing, I took an occasion one morning to remind 
him of the change of his countenance and behavior 
toward me, and of the many hints he had thought 
fit to give concerning my way of living in the world, 
as if I were likely to be chargeable to him, in some 
other way than by the practice of the law, into which 
I had been initiated, — ^having altogether declined it, 
as noted before in this relation. 

"I told him that he could not charge me with any 
act of disobedience to him from my childhood; nor 
did he, or my mother, or any schoolmaster, ever cor- 
rect me with the rod, or had any cause, or with the 
neglect of any duty, save now, at last, my embracing 
the truth of God, as my only way to salvation, — in 
which case he had no right to command or binder, 
but rather to consider his own ways and state, and 
how far they were just and pleasing in the sight of 
God, to whom I must answer for myself, where he 
could not for me ; and then added that I intended 
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to leave his house in a short time and make him easy 
on that account. 

"This touched my dear father so near that he could 
not bear it, but wept abundantly, confessing that I 
ever had been a dutiful child to him, and had never 
disobliged him, save in that thing only; nor did he 
grudge any thing in his power to do for me ; but, as 
he had brought me up to the law, he thought it might 
have been a way of living in the world both plentiful 
and reputable, but could not now sec any reasonable 
means of a competent subsistence with that reputa- 
tion which my circumstances required. However, he 
made me this proposal, as the best he could then 
think of, viz. : That I should manage his estate to the 
best advantage I could, and take all the incomes to 
myself, save a reputable subsistence to himself and 
my mother-in-law, his wife. 

"To this I returned him my dutiful acknowledg- 
ment, but told him it was now too late. I was fixed in 
another resolution, under a view of a different nature, 
and could not subject myself to such a confinement 
if he would, on such terms, give me his whole estate 
forever, but withal assured' him that I did not leave 
him under any discontent or resentment of any beha- 
vior he had used toward me, which he had a right 
to do, according to his views and meaning ; but that 
I had an inducement for my departure which 
probably he could not rightly apprehend or believe 
if I should declare it, — which was no other than more 
perfect liberty to serve the Lord and his people in 
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the way of the calling of God, whioH was gradi 
mcrcaBiag at that time upon mc; and I was 
grown a little stronger Jn the ministry, and 
experienced in the exercise of the gift of 
therein." 

Soon after this interTJew he took leave of, 
family, sod EtuTted, in coropan; with another frit 
for London, with the intentioQ of taking several meet* 
ings of Friends on their way. Arriving iti that city, 
he found himself under the necussity of seeking 
some employment, as be was without any means 
except the horse on which he hud ridden. His first 
step was to part with the horse, thus supplying 
immediate necessities. Friends in the city being 
aware of his desire to find occupation there, several 
persons, and William Pena in particular, interestect 
themselves te find employment for him in the buu- 
Dcss of conveyancing, and with such success that in 
a short time he found himself fully employed aud id 
a ootufortable way of living; thus experiencing, ia 
his own case, the veTification of the Scripture pro- 
mise: — "Seek first the kingdom of Gud and his 
righteousness, and all other things needful shall ba 
added thereunto." 

He remained in London, diligently attending to 
meetings and to his business, each in their proper 
time and place, until the year 1696. By thia time, 
having often appeared in the nilniatry, he had growD 
into great esteem in that capacity. He now felt 
called to make a religious journey to the North 
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England and Scotland, and while on the way, being 
at the town of Waterford, he visited the Countess of 
Carlisle and was received wjth great respect. The 
countess asked him a variety of questions on the 
views of his society, as regarded the sacraments, 
women's preaching, &c., to which he returned full 
answers, and such as were satisfactory. II is defence 
of women's preaching from Scripture authority, and 
his explanation of Paul's doctrine on that subject, 
may attract the attention of inquirers ; and we give it 
in his own words :— 

" As to women's preaching, it ought to be impar- 
tially observed that the diflference of sexes consists 
not in any diversity of faculties in the human soul, 
the intellectual powers being alike common to male 
and female, and the nature of the mind the same in 
both, and consequently susceptible of the like and 
same impressions and impulses. And, accordingly, 
the Almighty, pointing at the. dispensation of the 
gospel by Joel the prophet, saith, * I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daugh- 
ters shall prophesy.' Again, ' Upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids, in those days, will I pour out 
my Spirit.' By the word prophti^ij is understood, by 
all interpreters, preaching the gospel ; and this pro- 
phecy took place in the church of Christ, at the 
coming of the Holy Ghost, or Christ in Spirit, at 
Jerusalem, at the time of Pentecost, — where, if no 
woman spake, though we have no express account 
that any did, the Apostle Peter did not apply that text 
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properly and without exception ; which we are not to 
suppose. 

"Though the Apostle Paul takes some exceptions, 
and that with sharpness, against some women as to 
that exercise in the church, yet not against all ; for 
himself declares how women using that exercise 
ought to be circumstanced, and recommends Phebe 
as a minister of the church which was at Cencbrea; 
and Philip had four daughters, all preachers; and 
Priscilla, as well as Aquilla, her husband, was a 
preacher in the days of the apostles } and she, as well 
as he, instructed Apollos further in the way of Christ, 
though he had been a preacher before. I conclude, 
therefore, with truth, that women both may and 
ought to preach, under the gospel dispensation, when 
the Spirit of the Lord is upon them, and tbey there- 
unto called and qualified thereby; and many such 
we have now among us, very acceptable in their 
ministry. So that we know by experience that they 
are sent of God, according to the various degrees of 
their gifts, as well as men, and receive them accord- 
ingly in the Lord.'' 

Leaving Waterford, he continued his journey north- 
ward, attending various meetings and having good 
service at most of them. Among other incidents of 
this journey was a visit to the widow of the celebrated 
Robert Barclay of Urie, in whose family a very satisfac- 
tory meeting was held. Arriving in Edinburgh, he was 
made aware of an extremely bitter feeling against the 
society of Friends on the part of the Scottish Pres- 
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bjterian Churcb, llicir Grenoral Assembly havio 
issued a decres of escomiuunication again^C all person 
professiDg Frieude' principles, in which they wer 
styled blasphemous and poaaessed of the devil, and 
Bt the same time forbidding all members of the 
Scotch Church to hold any kind of intercourie n 
or even to buy from or sell to, the Quakers. 

This doctrine from those in authority stirred up 
the populace to the perpetration of various cri^l ii 
brutal ontragea agaioat the Friends, — such aa peltiog 
them with dirt and stones, and oryiug out, even before 
the magistratea, "Stone those Quakers to death; for | 
the ministers have eseommnnicated them," 

This bitter persecuting spirit among the Presby- 
terians — a people who, but a few years before, had 
been huBted down like wild beasts by the fierce sol- 
diers of the Stuart'i, under the command of the!: 
bloody and relentless persecutor, James Grahame ol 
Claverhouse — would aeem difficult of explanation. 
Yet in New England, not long before, we have 
deuces of the same vindictive intolerance among their 
co-religionists, who had but lately found an asylum 
from persecution at home in the wild forests of the 
New World. At the period of Tiioioaa Story's visit, 
however, whatever may have been their disposition 
they were kept from any overt act of outrage by fe; 
of the royal authority, which since the aecesaion of 
the Prince of Orange waa uaiforiutj exerted in favor 
of general toleration. 
i^^^Se shall not here follow our friend tbroudi . 
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the dctuils of his labor of !ovq amoDg this people, i) 
were so little in a conditioD to profit by them. 

On his returo again to London he Ibund a 
directed to him (Vom on unknown hand, which in-" 
formed him tliat the writer of it had been very favor- 
ably iiapressed by the perusal of a. letter of his to 
another person, and that though before that time he 
had been strongly prejudiced against Friends, aa qd 
unchsistian sect, he (the anonymous writer") was now 
QODvinced that among tbe people called by the name 
of Quakers there might be many persons who really 
feared God. With these premises, the writer goes 
on to offer a number of propositiori.f for Thomas 
Story's consideration. Among the most prominent 
of these are the following, which we give here, and 
also the replies to and explanations of them, which 
Thomas Story gave to each of them in detail. 

1st. That Christ took upon him our nature, that 
he might know how to pity our infirmities, and from 
thence knew what need we had of strengthening 
ordinances, and in love commanded us to L-ommemo- 
rate his death till ho came, 4c. 

2d. That Christ was baptized of John, and aent 
forth his diaciples to preach to and baptize all nationo. 

3d. Of a sinless perfection in thia life, and what 
reason we have for a belief that it is possible to 
arrive at it. 

" To the Ist The plain sense of this is. that the 
great end of Christ's talcing upon him our nature is 
, that he iuit;ht thereby know how to pity our inKrmi- 
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ties ; and, from a knowledge thereof so obtained, was 
moved with so great compassion as to give us the 
sacraments, as the great fruits of his love and tender- 
ness, till he should come again at the end of the 
world. 

'^ This is a great perversion of the end of his 
coming, and highly derogates from the glory of it; 
insinuating that he was not sensible of our infirmi- 
ties, nor could pity us therein, till he acquired that 
knowledge by experience ; reflecting upon his omni- 
science as God. For he came that we might have 
life, — not only shadows of it, — and that we might have 
it more abundantly ; he came the second time in that 
generation, according to his promise, to save his 
people from their sins, and not in them, — to save them 
from their pollutions and corruptions, by the washing 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, the 
spirit of judgment and of burning, that eternally 
burns, as an oven, against all corruption, and can 
never be reconciled to sin; and not to establish a 
shadow only of cleansing. He came to finish trans 
gression, to put an end to sin, and to bring everlasting 
rit^hteousness into the soul of man, where it was 
wanted ; and not some shadow of it only. 

"For this end likewise was the Son of God made 
manifest, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil, which is sin in the hearts of mankind ; and not 
to give some signs of it only. He came to give his 
life, the quickening spirit, the true bread which comes 
down from heaven, to revive and preserve dead lost 
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man; and not ouiy, as t1ioa imagines, to give them 
these poor preCeuded ordinunceB, in which there ia no 
strength to strengthen them. The Lord himself 
being with his people always, according to his pro- 
mise, and will he, in his own bflptisni of the Holy 
Ghost and fire, to the end of the world, they need 
not any outward thing to put them in mind of him. 
And Hprinkliug of children, being an antichrisCian 
forgery, ia not so much as a pertinent shadow of the 
one true baptism. 

•' But if thou wilt apply thine heart to the Lord 
in sincerity and truth, and take up his cross daily to 
thy own will and natural desires, and embrace those 
things he makeB manifeat to thee to be thy duty to 
him "and to mankind, he will make thee wiser than 
those who have thus taught and deceived thee ; for 
great is his cooipassion and tender regard, as I find 
by his grace made known ia my heart, toward thee 
at this time. 

" That the Lord Christ took a body of the Bsme 
nature and kind as ours, and was like us in all thinga, 
aiu excepted, is true. But whether he be come in lis, 
is the question. Whether that day be come in and 
unto ua, wherein we have known 'ihat he ia id the 
Father, and the Father in him, and he in ua.' Or 
that we be yet so clouded, shadowed, and heuigbted, 
by the god and spirit of this world, as not yet to have 
seen the Lord Jesus in and for ourselves. If not, 
we are reprobates, falsely covered with a vain profbn- 

Q of the holy name of Him we do not know. For 
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every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh, the same is of God ; out every spirit 
that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh, the same is antichrist. 

"Now, every antichristian spirit in the world pro- 
fessing Christianity will confess in words that Christ 
is come in that blessed, prepared body born of the 
Virgin Mary ; yet none can make this true confession 
of Christ's being come in the flesh but such only in 
whom the Spirit of Christ is revealed, who have put 
on Christ, and are put on of him, and are become 
members of him, by his life that dwells in them, as 
bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh; no more 
than any man can call Christ truly Lord but by the 
Holy Ghost; though to call him our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and our Saviour, in words, is a thing very 
easily acquired, and common amongst most ungodly 
professors, wallowing on still in all manner of sins 
and wickedness, and not saved by him. Consider 
these things fully; and the*Lord so shine in upon 
thy heart in love, and reveal himself in thee, that 
thou mayst be able to confess him before all thy 
acquaintance and the world. 

"Again: as to those supposed ordinances of bread 
and wine, and being sprinkled in the face with water 
in one's infancy, if there was any thing to boast of in 
these, I also might glory, having formerly had the 
administration of both, and the former with great 
preparation and fear, but know nothing of the latter 
but by tradition only, being too young then to know 
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or remember any thing of it, nor do, or over did,: 
any effect it had towards salvatioQ. 

" In respect to the firs-t, it is true there w 
thing like a commandment ; for it heing the 
of the Jows, and to be ended in Chriat, the Bubstanee, 
he said, 'This do, as often as ye do it, in remem- 
brance of me;' sot simply, This do in remcmbrasce 
of me, but. This do, as often as yo do it, in remem- 
brance of me. On whiuh the Apostle Paul, in his 
first Epistle to the Corinthians, uiakes this observ&- 
tioD : — ' That as often as they ate that bread and drank 
that cup, they showed fgrth the Lord's death till he 
came.* This shows that it was determinable upon a 
certain contingency, or within a certain limitation of 
time, viz. : till he came. And io that generation he 
came the second time, without sin unto Balvation, !□ 
those who believed and obejed. By which comiog, 
this and all other types, shadows, and figures of him 
were put to an end, as to any real obligation from 
that seeming oommanUm*ent, or any other of a typical 
kind. 

" And jet, in condescension to somo who had 
believed in Christ, aa to his outward coming, that he 
is the MoHsiah and sent of Grod, and were yet we&k, 
and not come to the experience of hia presence id 
themselves, being yet in an intermediate stule, some 
eatings and drinkings — I do not say any now in use — 
might be oontioued for a time, in some places; though 
we read of none but Corinth, where they were tl)«k 
in a very carnal state. But that practice did 
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:e it neoesaarj for ages then to come, especially I 
since anticliriHt hath erected his kiagdom of diirkuess fl 
nnder thosa shadows, and forged idola under the I 
cover of them, and thereby deceived the Datioas, i 
though not the elect, who cannot bo deoeived, 
that practice in thot^e dujs, after the spiritual co 
of the Lord Jesus C'hrist, adds no more nuthorit.y fiwfl 
the continuttoee or perpetuity of it than the praetice T 
of oircumcisioD, vows, purifications, and the like I 
ceremonieB and types under the Ian of Mose?, made | 
these oeceasary, after his oomiag hoth in the 
and spirit ; some of which were not only continued) I 
for the reasons aforesaid, after the reTehttiuo of the J 
Spirit of Christ, the Holy Ghost, in them in that a 
but some of them are coutinued, especially in I 
church and kingdom of antichrist, and aiuung pro- j 
fessors of Christianity, unto this dny, as still being I 
needful, in their judgment. 

" Breaking bread and drioking wine was a Jewish I 
rite, begun in the time of the captivity at Habylon 
and continued till the coming of Christ, and used at 
the passover and eating of the paschal lamb, — ^whioh 
was a type of Christ as the Lamb of God, the true 
viae and wine of the kingdom, and the antitype of ■ 
that figure, who made the application of it imme- i 
diately to himself, as being the real substance. And J 
though he was at that time come, and present with- 1 
them as burn of the Virgin Mary, and the Mea 
outwardly, according to the prophets, yet he was then 1 
shortly to come, or he revealed, aoeording to the pro* ] 
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plioc^ of Mnlaclii, tLe lust of tbe proplieta, and 
John tiie Baptist, who prophesied of a divine coming 
and luanileiitiitiaa of tbe saiae Christ and Suviour, 
that is to Bay, as the Mcdiutor and Messenger of the 
Dew and second covenant of light and life ; and he is 
also that covenant, like a refiner's fire aud I'liller'a 
soap, to ait in the hearts of manliiDd as a rufioer and 
purifier of silver ; to make men pure, and purer than 
fine gold, seveu times tried in the fire; to gather the 
weighty and solid wheat into tlie garner of God, to 
he reserved there for his use, and of whieh is mode 
tlie.oue bread j but to burn up the chuff of pollutions 
with fire uoqueocliable, b; Him who is that fire, the 
Word of God, who baptinetb with the Holj Ghost, as 
John did with water, and with that divine and holy 
fire. 

'"As often as ;e eat this bread and drink this 
cup, je show forth the Lord's death till he come,' 
Thej, therefore, who are at this day exercising thuiu- 
selves in the iuiitations of these things, with their 
own additions, diminutions, and alierations thereof 
are only showing forth his death until now; whereby 
they are bearing witness against themselves, that they 
are not yet come to know him as tbe resurrection and 
life, by big manifestation in them; that he is not jet 
revealed in thitm ; that they are yet dead unto the 
sense of the life of the Word of God, and ulieniLted 
therefrom, through the ignorance that is in thotn. 
Christ is yet cracified in and unto them ; being coa- , 
tented with a hearsay of him, pretending to a 
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^am in eating, drinking, touching, tasting, anii hand- 
ling; in ahowa, in imperfect imitations of some out- 
ward and typical shadows, once in use in their proper 
diapensatioiiB of time, place, and people ; aud yet 
deny or neglect the great everlasting command and 
ordinance of love. 'Love one another; love your | 
enemies; do good to them that hate you; he perfect: I 
by this ehaJl all men know that ye are ray disciplea,- ] 
if ye love one another.' Of these they are willingly J 
ignorant. And how little Chriateadoni, falsely bo 1 
called, hath been in the praotice of these things, the 
heathen world has beheld and haa stumbled at. 
How little she is in the prautiec of them Btill, let her 
present circumstances demonstrate to all who have j 
eyes to see the bloodshed and unobarity, and ears to ' 
hoar the cries of the poor aud oppressed, atid hearts 
to lament the misery and judgmciita now on foot and 
swiftly advancing upon all false pretenders, who are 
not only to be more and more vexed by the destroying 
bands one of another, but unless they speedily repent 
and turn unto hiui, the divine substance of all types 
and shadows, even to that true light which enlighten- 
elh every man that oometh into the world, they must 
surely taste of the eternal judgment of the Son of 
God, the great Judge of tho living and of the dt 
who is now hastening upbn all the kindreds of the 

'"I am the bread of life,' said the Lord Jesus 
Christ, — 'the living bread which came down from 
heaven. If any man eat of this bread, he shall !iv 
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forever. Aud the breail tliut I will f^We ia in; flesh, 
whicli I will give for tlie life of tbe world. Kscept 
ye eikt tbe fletih of tbe Sun uf iiiau, aud driak his 
blood, ye hiive no life in you. My flesli is meat 
indeed, and luy blood is drink indeed. He that 
eatetli my flesh and drinicetb my blood dwelleth in 
me, aail I in liim.' Tben said tbe bearers, ■ lluw can 
tbia man givo us his flesh to eat?' fliany therefore 
of bis disciples, wbeu they had heard this, said, 
' This is a hurd saying : who can hear it ?' And, to 
explain his sayings, be added, 'It is the Spirit that 
quieki:netli : tbe flesh prcifitetb nothing ; tbe words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are 
life.' 

"Yet from that time maoy of his disciples went 
back and walked no more with him. Even the 
twelve apostles themselves seem to have been ready 
lo Etaj^gcr at his doctrioe, bo far above tbe natural 
capacity of maukind, and of the bearers at that time, 
as appears by bis question to them in private : — ' Will 
ye also go away?" when Peter, recounting their 
experience, replied, 'Lord, to whom shull we go? 
tbou host tbe words of eternal life.' As it is else- 
where written, ' It is given unto you to know the 
mysteries of tbe kingdom of heaven ; but to them it 
is not given.' Even so it is at this day. It is given 
unto those who are awakened out of sleep, to walk ia 
the light, and in tbe day of God, where there is no 
night or shadow, and to he fed with this living bread 
and everlasting substau:;e; but tboHe who ui\' asleep, 
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and dreaming, as in the night, that tljey are eating 
and drinking and are satisfied, when they awake in 
the morning shall be an-hungered. And then shall 
they know that they have been deluded with an 
empty dream, and that real bread is wanting unto 
them, and the true wine of the kingdom they have 
not tasted. 

" * It is the Spirit that quickeneth : the flesh profit- 
eth nothing.' And, notwithstanding any u«e of any 
shadows or signs visible, in the church of Christ, after 
his descending upon them in spirit, we find the true 
supper and divine substance explained, and the way 
to obtain it directed to, by the Spirit of Christ, after 
his glorification in heaven ; and of which we are at 
this day made partakers, through the infinite mercy 
of the Father in him, without the use of any cere- 
mony, sign, or shadow, or of any other means than 
those of his own directing. That is to say, * As many 
as I love I rebuke and chasten : be zealous, therefore, 
and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock : 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me.' Here the love of God is the first moving cause, 
and is seen in the rebukes and chastisements of his 
Holy Spirit in the hearts of mankind ; and we ought 
to show our zeal and love to him by a free and hearfy 
repentance, and forsaking of those things we are 
reproved for. He will then stand at the door of such 
a heart, and call more plainly and powerfully there, 
and knock by the hammer of his holy Word, which 
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breaketh the rock io pieoes; and whosoever 
hear, believe, nud obey tLia voice, and Bhull opea bis 
heart and duor and Jet ed this diviue guest, shall sit 
with him at his Leavcnly table and eat of his holy 
euppcr, the true bread wliich comes down, day by day, 
from heaven, and shall drink of the new wine of bis 
kingdom, even now in thia preHeut world, where 
their peace shall flow as a river, and their joy in him 
and the Father as a mighty stream. They shall eat 
of the bidden manna, uud the fruit of the Tree of 
Life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God, 
and live with and iu bint who was dead, and died for 
them, and liveth for evermore. 

" Iu uU humiUty and honor to the sacred name of 
the Lord, be it confessed, I am of'ttn made partaker 
of this supper with many brethren and sisturs, 
children of one Father, without the use of these 
meaos tbon talkest of, aad without any self-coDceitcd- 
ness, or blaspbeuoua and vain apprebeneioos of our 
own wisJum, or being wiser than he; fur he is the 
wisdom of God and the power of God, and is tnade 
unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctificatiun, and re- 
demption ; and by him, the heavenly substance, we 
are led, directed, and redeemed out of a!! shadows, 
typei^, and figures, to eei've God in newuess of life, id 
love to God and to all munkind. Which love is the 
one great commandment, upon which depend all the 
rest, and which lie, the Lord Jesus, the great Dis- 
peoser of it in the hearts of his people, is come to 
fulfil in us by bis eternal powerj and we are become. 






more becoming, the workmnnKhip 
of the Father in him, unta good works, such as pic 

"Without this now and living eommondraent, the 
obBcryatiou of shadows, though once kwful, or what 
men may invent to themBelves in imitation or addi- 
tion thereto, are as purely an abomination to the 
Lord at this day as the ohaervation of things once 
commanded unto Israel, nod, iu point of dtspeoRatioD, 
were then still in force, beceme as the catting off a 
dog's neck, and offering of awine's blood, because of 
tlieir neglecting righteous neaa and greater matters 
of the law. 

" Every type or shadow once instituted remained 
as BD obligation, and in force, until Clirist, who is 
antitype and substance of all types and shade 
became that thing to man which the type did typify 
or signify. As when Christ was offered upon the 
cross, the Jewish offerings were ended ; when he 
became the Iligli-Priest of the soul, the Jewish high- 
priest's office was fully ended, &o. Even so the 
paschal bmb, and the breaking bread and the drink- 
ing wine at that feast, as part of it, were fully ended 
when the true Paschal Lamb, upon whom the saints 
and saved of the Lord were to feed, was fully come, 
so as actually aud spiritually to become meat eud 
driDk to their enlivened souls. And in like manner 
also, so soon as the heavenly body *of the Lord Jesus 
became, experini en tally, that bread of life which 
caiue down from heaveo, and his blood that new wine 
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of tho kingdom, aato the wmctified and redeemed 
that day, the breaking of bread outward, and drinking 
wine, fully carae to an end, as to any obligation that 
was on any to retain the practice of it, any more Ihan 
washing the feet one of another, — also a Jewish rite, 
and a thing more positively commanded, and wilh 
great anlemnify, and which, neyertheleas, hnlh been 
little in uEO in the church of Christ. And as auid 
the Apostle Paul, 'I speiik as to wise men : judge je 
what I say ; the cnp of blessing which we bless, is it 
not the communion of the biood of Christ? The 
bread which we break, is it not the communion of 
the boily of Christ ? For we, being many, are one 
bread, and one body ; for we are all partakers of that 
one bread.' And, bicGEed be the name of the Lord, 
BO also is it now. 

" Great bath been the apostasy of mankind from 
the heavenly substance, and even from the shadow 
also; and all has become unto them as one shadow, 
as the dark night and shadow of the earth ; and great 
idolatry hath been committed by tho professors of the 
name of the Lord Jesus, therein and thereby. Aod 
even at this day great is the apostasy from the true 
substuncc, and superstition is committed and reigning 
in the imitation of this shadow, whilst the living 
substance is still neglected and decried. 

"I sought the Lord in this ordinance, as then, 
mistaking, calls it, but found him not therein; but 
in a day of deep distress and hour of bitter affliction, 
when hell opened her mouth and eternal death stood 
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ready to devour, when terrors unspeakable laid hold 
on my soul, amazed and suddenly arrested for a debt 
I could not number or pay, and despair encompassed 
me about, — then cried I unto the living Lord with 
exceeding lamentation, from the depth of affliction, 
and in true resignation to his holy will; and his mercy 
sprang in as the dawning of the morning. 

** The day dawning, the night retires; and the sub- 
stance come, the shadow vanishes. My dear though 
unknown friend, when the beloved of thy soul appears, 
if the world, and the things and friendship and glory 
of it, be not thy beloved, thou wilt not then mind his 
picture, if it were his picture, nor miud his shadow, 
though he had even said, ^ Look upon thw till I come.' 
It is true thou wilt not then contemn his picture 
when he is with thee : no more do I, but have a due 
esteem for all he hath commanded, in their times, 
dispensations, and ends. Nor do I lightly esteem 
those who use that in. imitation with a good intent 
and sincere mind, but pity them that they are come 
DO nearer the kingdom, which, though at hand 
seventeen hundred years ago, is not yet come unto 
those who are set down contented under the shade of 
night, and dreaming of things of which they have no 
knowledge or enjoyment. 

^* Go into the sunshine, and turn thy face toward 
the sun, and the. shadow will be behind Ihee; but 
turn thy back on the sun, and the shadow will be 
before thee, and the more thou followest it, the 
more it will fly thee, and the more thou goest after 
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it, ihe farther from the sun. And tbi 

of npDstatized ChTistendom at this day, and hath been 

for many agca. 

"The kingdoiu of beaveD ia within, and staads 
not in eating and drinking, nor conies with outward 
observation, but in righteousness and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost; to which the only true and 
living God, through the inward revelation of Ma 
eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, bring thy precioiifl 
sou! ! And that is the only thing that can truly 
satisfy, where the soul is alive by the breath of Hfa 
from God, and hungry and thirsty indeed; though I 
am willing thus t« take a little pains for thy present 
infortnation. 

" 2dly. And now as to baptism. To John the Bap- 
tist, who was the imniodiate forerunner of Christj 
came the word of God in the wilderness, commanding 
him to preach repentance to the Jews, to whom aloDe 
he was sent to proclaim the kingdom of heaven Co be 
then at hand, and to baptize the people in water, 
directing them to believe in him who was to come 
atler him, who was Christ the Lord, then among 
them, though not known at that time to be the 
Messiah, either by John himself or any other. But 
John denlared that he baptized with water, and that 
atter him was to come one more worthy and powerful 
than he, who should baptise them with the Holy 
Spirit and hre, and that John must decrease, and 
Christ iucrcaae. 

" When the Lord Jcsns Christ did appear, he 
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wise preached repentance, as also did his disciples, 
who baptized with the same water-baptism that John 
did, and at the same time, but not in the name of 
oDe to come, testifying that Jesus is the Messiah sent 
of Grod unto Israel. The disciples of Christ being 
thus in the practice of water-baptism cotemporary 
with John, and the Lord Christ present with them, 
they continued in that practice till after his resurrec- 
tion ; and then he declared and established his own 
proper baptism, so foretold by John as aforesaid, say- 
ing, ^ Repentance and remission of sins must be 
preached in his name unto all nations, beginuiug at 
Jerusalem.' *And ye shall be witnesses unto me,' said 
he, ^in Jerusalem, in Samaria, in all the countries 
round about, and to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
All power in heaven and in earth is given unto me : 
go ye, therefore, teach all natious, baptizing them into 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
teaching them all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you ; and lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world.' And, to explain what he had 
thus said, he further added, ' Go into all the earth, 
and preach the gospel unto every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned. And, behold, I 
send the promise of my Father upon you ; but tarry 
ye at Jerusalem till y6 are endued with power from 
on high ; but ye shall receive power after the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you; for John truly baptized 
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with water, but 'ye shall be bsptized with thi 
GhoBt not many days henee.' 

"By all which Scriptures it is dear that John bap- 
tized with water only ; that the disciplea of Ciiriat, in 
hia preaence, baptized with the same, and at the ssme 
time ; that John had foretold them of tho baptism 
of the Holy Spirit, to he admintBtered by Christ; and 
that Christ declnred and appointed the baptism of the 
Spirit, and not any woter-baptisnij where Le com- 
manded (hem to teach all nations, baptizing them, 
ka. And as the terniB of their missron were into the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, whenever 
any water was used, (of which we have few instances 
after the coming of the Holy Spirit,) it was not in the 
name of tlie Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as from 
that text, but only in the name of the Lord Jesus ; 
which demonstrates it wtis John's baptism, and froDl 
no new command, but only the continiiance of the 
practice of water-baptism they had been in during 
his time, before the commencement of the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit, which initiates into the divine 
nature. 

"And when the churches became able to bear the 
mystery and spirituality of the true baptism, the 
apostle declared that ' there is one Lord, one faith, 
and one baptism. For by one Spirit are we all bap- 
tized into one body, the church, which is his body, 
the fulness of him who filleth all in all.' And as John 
said of his baptism, ' I must decrease,' and of Christ's 
baptism, 'He must increase,' and that which 
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creasetli gradaally comes to an end, so water-baptism 
came to an end many ages ago, when the church of 
Rome, by her own wisdom and authority! which is 
from beneath, without any institution of Christ, and 
being ignorant of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
invented and imposed rantism, or sprinkling of 
infants, instead of the baptism of Christ, from which 
they are departed, and between which there is no 
resemblance. 

"As the baptism of Christ must increase, without 
any determinate time of being full, so that which 
increaseth indefinitely never endeth. The baptism 
of Christ is an initiation into, or beginning of, the 
manifestation of his power and kingdom in the mind 
of man, — which kingdom is not of this world, nor 
does it stand in any of the elements or powers of it, 
but is his eternal power manifested in men ; and as 
we began to know this baptism we began to die to 
the world and to all the vain-glory and evils of it, 
and became hated and persecuted of those who are 
after the flesh and are not yet thus baptized or born 
of the Spirit, but remain in the nature and spirit of 
this world. Yet we are, by grace, made able to suffer 
all things, for the sake of Him who hath loved us 
and into whose name and nature we were baptized by 
him. 

"And as to thy notion that as Christ was baptized 
with water by John, so must we also be baptized with 
the same, by his example, this is not a just conse- 
quence, but a common fallacy, invented by the letter- 
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anow unto good worka bj JeBua Christ, his thougJI) 
nurdsj uttiuns, and deportuieuts are changed. As it 
naa uuturul, whilst id bit; first state in this life, t^ 
think, do, and apeali evil, so, in hia new nature, being 
burn of the Spirit, it is natural to him to thick 
righteously, spook truth without guile, and do good 
auto all men, and no evil, in thought, word, or action. 

"And tliough the Lord Jesus closed his sermon 
l)pou the mount with these words, ' Be je therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect,' jet it was not bj the letter of the book only 
thiLt I was first induced to believe this doctrine of 
ainless petteetion in this life, but by the revelation 
of Jesus Christ aa he is the wisdom and power of 
God, who condeniiis sin iu mankind, and, by the 
niaoiicst operation of his power within, condemns the 
man of sin, casts him out and apoila his goods. And 
though we have many temptations from time to time 
to atrive j^ainst, we find power in the Spirit of Christ 
whereby to resist and overcome them. For it is not 
we alone that strive or resist the evil, but first the 
Spirit of Christ in ns is lifted up as a standard and 
eusign against the eoeniy, and then we through Iiiu 
heeomi^ as co-workera in effecting our own salvation, 
by continuing in faith and ubediunue in well-doing. 

"If tiiou considers only thy own weakness and 

infirmities, as in the nature and propertiea of the An4 

Adam in the full, in whom all die, thou wilt hardly 

i the liberty of the sous of God; but, coming 

■ to the revealed power uf Christ, the second Adi 
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the quickening Spirit, in whom all are made alive, 
thou wilt not only believe, but through faithfulness to 
his power, which worketh in thee against all sin, may 
come to attain that perfection and righteousness and 
holiness which thou canst not now conceive. 

"And though we are tempted as he was tempted 
but sinned not, yet if we do not yield we are not 
charged ; for it is no sin to be tempted ; but to con- 
sent and enter into the temptation is sin. And how 
should we know the power of the grace of God, or 
what degree of virtue we have thereby attained, if 
we were not tempted? And how should we dis- 
tinguish the voice of the tempter if we knew not the 
voice of the Word of Life ? But as God tempteth no 
man, nor is himself tempted of evil, so he suffers not 
any of his children, son or daughter, to be tried so 
as not to escape the evil if they adhere to his grace. 

" By a sinless state in this life, we do not mean 
such a degree wherein it is not possible for us to 
commit sin, but such a stability in Christ, in whom 
there is no sin, that we may resist all the temptations 
we meet with, after our old sins in time of ignorance 
are pardoned by faith in the blood of Christ, and our 
whole man sanctified, justified, and strengthened, by 
his power remaining in%s, against the old adversary, 
who still seeks to regain, by his subtlety, his old place 
in us before, by means of any passion or affection 
un mortified or unsubdued. 

'* Christ said to the Jews who did not believe, ' If 
ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. 
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.Wliitlier I go ye eaanot coaie.' And ftgaiu, to those 
who did believe, 'If ye contiaue in uij word, then 
are yc my disciplea iudeed. And ye shall know the 
truth ; and the truth shall luake you free. Aud if the 
truth make you free, theu are you free indeed.' In 
L h y d d not understand him, as appears by their 
a w They thought he had meant Bouje outward 
f J m but he intended their freedom from sin, 
wh h a greater deliverance than out of Egyptian 
b d g By thia it appears that if we die in our 
w a not enter the kingdom of heaven. There 
h at need that we come to Him in time who 

al 8 ble to save us ; as it is written, ' He shall 
a h p ople from their sins,' but not in them. 

" The more we obey the discoveries and leadings 
of the Spirit of truth, the more he sets ua free ; end 
the more we are co-workers with Christ, the more 
perfect we are. Mony things whieh have formerly 
been temptations to us, being overcome by faith in 
his grace, given by the word of fiiilh working iu our 
hearts by love, are now no temptations at al! ; bo that 
the work becomes easier by de>;reeB. I know the 
Lord is able to carry on liia own work, when, and bow, 
and to what degree, it pleuseth him. And if the 
crvuttire resists hioi not, an^queoches Dot the Uuly 
Spirit by wilful or known sinning against him, his 
work of perfection, as all hia works are perfect, oan 

, never fail. 

^ ''They who aro God's workmanship in his Son uft, .. 

^^^H ^rfect, tiO far as he hath ' wrought ; aud the; fibaH 
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have given way, and been co-workers with Satan, so 
far are imperfect. If, then, Satan, who is a creature, 
was able, through the subtle working of his power and 
cunning, which is finite, to deprave innocent man 
and betray him into sin and death, much more is 
God, the Creator of all things, by his infinite power 
and wisdom revealed in man through Jesus Christ, 
able to restore mankind to his first innocence and 
image of God, in righteousness and perfect holiness, 
to dissolve the chains of death, and fix him forever 
in the bounds of eternal love, light, and glory, where 
no darkness, temptation, or defilement can approach, 
Dor any fear of falling can appear for evermore. 

'* Oh, my unknown friend, great is the mystery 
of the redemption of poor lost man, who, through his 
ignorance of the almightiness of God's savin^i; arm, 
is ready to fix limits and bounds to the immense God, 
whose wisdom is past finding out, and incomparably 
transcends all the imaginations of the thoughts of 
every creature, men and angels. I could tell thee 
many things but thou art not in a condition to hear 
them J and had much rather thou should come to the 
knowledge of that power which makes perfect, than 
write many things to thee concerning it, — which, in 
the state thou art in, might prove a stumbling-block 
instead of assistance to thee. 

" But though it was not the Holy Scriptures that 
first induced me to believe this doctrine, yet I have 
met with many passages therein since which fully 
prove it, some of which I have before pointed at 

7 
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herein. The great end of the euniiug of the Son of 
Gtid is to save mankind from the power of sin, the 
cause of eternal death and separation from God; and, 
that aiu heitig removed, with all ita evil effects, wtioh 
stood as a partition-wall, man might again have pre- 
sent fellowship, in measure, with the Lord, and walk 
with htm in newness of life, and finally be crowned 
with unspeakahle glory. 

"God is light; an is darliness; and between these 
two there can bo no fellowship. Bafr sin being par. 
cloned, as declared, by fuith io the blood of Christ, aod 
the root thereof done away and destroyed by the 
manifeHtation of hla Holy Spirit, then men come to 
dwell in Christ as be dwells in the Father ; and so 
they hiire true knowledge of and fellowship with the 
Father and the Son, and with one another in liiin, 
who is light, in whom there is no sin nor daiknesa 
nor chadow at all, — -which knowledge and fellowship 
is greatly wanting among the professors of Christ ia 
this confused age of the world. 

"As to that passage thou alludes to in an epistle 
of John, where it is said, ' If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in as,' 
if we say that we have not sinned, we make bitn a 
liar, and his word ia not in us. The context prores 
the contrary to thy intention; for in the sufenth 
verse be saitb that 'if we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleaneoth na 
from all sin.' And again, ' If we confess oui ijina, fa^ 



THOMAS STORY. 75 



t 



is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.' 

"The Jews were a people who built much on the 
works of their law, thinking themselves blameless in 
a strict performance of them ; as, ' Paul was circum- 
cised the eighth day,' &c., touching the righteous- 
ness which is in the law, blameless.' And it seems, 
by the tenor of the Apostle John's Epistle, some such 
there were among the disciples at that time, who 
were not come rightly to see that they were, or had 
been, sinners, and so could not see the true reason 
of the coming of Christ, to make them righteous and 
just by his inward work; which could not be till 
they came to a real sight of their own sinful and de- 
generate state ; and that all the works of their law, 
which they could work in that natural state, were 
but as an unclean thing. And that apostle having 
labored to convince them, first, that they had sinned, 
and were sinners*notwithstanding their legal perform- 
ances, how strictly or exactly soever observed, and 
though as to these they might be blameless, he then 
proceeds to preach perfect redemption and salvation 
by Jesus Christ, especially by his inward workings 
and teachings in their minds, figuratively termed 
anointing; as it is written concerning himself, simply 
considered as man, ^That God anointeth Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost.' 

*^And what man ever more fully preached the 
doctrine of perfection in this life, or spoke of higher 
attainments here, than this apostle doth in that 
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epistle, where he saith, ' Whosoever is boni of 
doth not commit sin ; for his aead (that is, the word 
of Crod) retnaiueth io hiui; aud he caODCt eia, be- 
cauae he is born of Oo-d'? Again, 'I have written 
unto you, young men, becanae ye are strong, and the 
word of God abideth iu you, and yo have overcome 
the wioked one' And their ' felluvrBbip was tvith the 
Father and the Sou,' iu the pure light, whei'o no siu 
can come ; and the apostles were not only there them- 
selves, but were laboring in the spirit and power of 
Christ, to bring those to whom they preached and 
wrote to the same state and fellowship." 

We know of no one s-mong our numerous Friends, 
who have written upon the topics herein treated of, 
who has advocated the peculiar views of the society 
in relation to them in a more clear and logical man' 
ner, and in a style at the same time more coocise 
and agreeable, tkiD Thomas Story has done in his 
distussiun oa this occnsiou; and we have therefore 
t[Uoted his remarks at some length, hoping they will 
call the attention and invite the earnest coniiidt^rutiaa 
of some persons under whose ubservatign they might 
not otherwise have come. 

The next service in which we find this earnest and 
unwearied laborer in the work of the gospel was a 
religious visit to Ireland, whither he went some time 
during the year 1698, in company with William Ptiati, 
in whose society he traversed n large part of that 
kingdom, holding meetings wherever ihey went and 
I preaching the gospel to the people. Of thi 
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iugli one in wLicli our Friend labored greatly ii 
eanse of Truth, we stall cot here give the particulars 
in detail, not finding auj ih'mg occurring in it of 
Bpeoial interest. 

As earlj as the year 1693, Thomas Story had felt | 
a strong inoiination toward a visit to Friend 
America, but reniaiued in Engluod for sereral jcara 
after, until the autumn of 1698, when, in company 
with his friend Roger Gill, he sailed from the port 
of Deal in a vessel bound for Virginia. When they 
had been at sea about two weeks, they one 
tered a storm of such fury tha.t at one time they 
were almost in despair of ever seeing land again. 
Being all collected in the steerage, and sitting for a 
while in silence, our Friend knelt down and prayed 
earnestly to the Lord, that, if there was any ohatacle 
in the way of his further progress, he would .be 
pleased to take it away. As soon as he hud risen, 
at once felt an assurance that all would be well ; a 
taking his friends by the hand, he t«ld them that the 
worst was over; " and scarcely," says he, "were t 
words out of my mouth, when the storm abated a 
the weather became favorable." For some time after, 
and during the remainder of the voyage, though I 
meeting, as ia usual at that season of the year, with I 
much rough weather, they encountered nothing i 
alarming character ; and at last, on the 7th of 12th. I 
month, after being at sea for six weeks, arrlvedl J 
safely in the Chesapeake, and came to nnchor near 1 
Old Point Comfort. A few days after, they took th*. 
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ship's long-boat, and, sailing up Queen'a Creel 
arrived at the Louse of a Friend, Edward Tliomas, 
where they met witli n most cordial weloome. Here 
they .held their first meeting in America, which was 
largely attended ; and sevenJ of the neighboring 
planters, who were not Friends, were seriously im- 
preBsed hj Thomas Story's sermon. 

After holding a number of meetings in these parte, 
they set out through the forest for North Caroliua. 

A journey in thoae days from one Province to 
another was a serious uodertuking, riding on horse- 
haek being the only mode of travelling practicable, 
where there were few or no roads and the settlements 
often several days' journey distant from each other. 
Travellera throujih these regions were obliged to canj 
provisions with them and be prepared to pass the 
night in the woods whenever darkness overtook them : 
when they came to rivers too deep to ford, their only 
recourse was to swim their horses over. In this 
manner did our Friend and his companion proceed, 
on their gospel mission, through a wild and thinly- 
eettled district, journeying on from oBe settlement to 
another, and, wherever two or three could be gathered 
together, bringing to them the glad tidings of salva- 
tion. During their travels through Virginia ftod 
Carolina our Friend was deeply interested for the 
Indians, whom he met with frequently; and, whenever 
opportunity was afforded, he endeavored to impart to 
them a knowledge of the Christian religion as far as 
1 Jtie/ were capable of reoeiving it. On one occasion, 
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having assembled a number of them together, and 
wishing to instruct them in relation to the immortality 
of the soul, he told them that God had placed a 
witness in the heart of every man, which approves 
that which is good and reproves that which is evil. 
The chiefs reply to this proves clearly that even the 
most ignorant and barbarous people are not left with- 
out a knowledge of right and wrong; and his ex- 
pression also shows a full appreciation of the distinc- 
tion between intellectual and intuitive perceptions. 
"This," said the chief, (pointing to his head,) ^^ often 
deceives me; but here," said he,) laying his hand upon 
his heart,) "it is always right and true." Our Friend 
came to the conclusion that the conversion of these* 
poor people was not likely ever to be brought about 
by teaching them the historical part of Christianity, 
but that, if it was accomplished at all, it must be by 
the inward working of His Spirit who came to be the 
light of the Gentiles, in preparing their minds for 
the reception of Biblical instruction. 

Having finished his labors in Virginia and Carolina, 
our Friend returned to Maryland, and thence con- 
tinued his journey into Pennsylvania, arriving in 
Philadelphia after nearly six months of unremitting 
labor in the Southern Provinces. Here he remained 
for several days, lodging with Samuel Carpenter, a 
prominent Friend at that day : he attended the week- 
day meeting, which was large and very satisfactory. 
Some days after, he went to Merion Meeting, which 
at that time was mainly attended by Welsh Friends : 
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tLis oiicasioQ Beyeral persons prenched 
Welsh language, which though our friend could not 
uoderstand, he remarks, '' I was as much Tefreehed 
as if it had heeo in my owd laugunge, aud was cod- 
firmed in the belief that where the Spirit is the sama 
in the preacher and hearer, and is the Truth, the 
' refreshment is rather in that than in the furui of 

words or the [ang[iap:e." 

Beturuing to Philadelphia in the evening, he K- 
' mained there a. few days and then set out on a jour- 

ney to New England, passing through New Jersey 
' and holding meetings there. Arriving at Stamford, 

' in Connecticut, and wishing to hold a meeting there, 

and as the laws were still very severe against I'riends, 
he was obliged to obtain the sanction of a justice of 
the peace before he could be permitted to bold the 
, meeting, as w(s intended, at the inn where he lodged. 

The justice inquiring of Thomas aud his cumpauion 
what call they had to preach, they asked him what 
call he considered necessary in that case. "The call 
of the people," he replied. On this they declared 
I that their calling was of God, and appealed to the 

I principle of Truth iu the hearts of (he people to judge 

[ whether they were called of G-od, and that any other 

I calUng they did not regard. Upon this the magis- 

trate declared that he would not tolerate them. They 
then informed hirn thitt they did not come for his 
toleration, but only to give notice of their intention 
I to him as n magiatmte, so that if a largo coucuUrM' ■ 

^^^M of people should come together it might give risMHi 
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no disturbance. The justice intimating that he 
would use means to prevent the people from coming 
to' hear them, they left him and returned to their inn. 
Here they found a number of persons assembled, 
under various pretences, but in reality come to see 
the Friends ; for so much were they in fear of their 
own clergy that they did not dare openly to attend 
the meeting. Supper being then ready, Thomas 
Story prayed before they sat down to eat. To this 
the people were very attentive, and thought better 
of the Quakers than at first, as they had been always 
under the impression that Quakers received the mer- 
cies of God like brutes, never asking a blessing nor 
returning thanks ; but after this they behaved in a 
more friendly manner. Next day at nine o'clock, 
the time appointed for the meeting, a number of 
the townspeople being present, while the Friends 
were sitting in silence, a constable entered, with a 
warrant from the mayor, containing various charges 
against them, as heretics, blasphemers, &c. After 
the warrant was read, Thomas Story stood up and in- 
formed the people that the law of England was now 
in favor of toleration, and that they as subjects had 
no right by their charter to have any law to the con- 
trary. To this the embryo republicans replied that 
they did not depend upon the law of England, but 
stood on their own foundation ; and, having a law of 
their own that no Quakers should hold a meeting 
there, none should be permitted, and then com- 
manded our Friends to begone. Upon this lloger Gill 



^^H »2 BaiEFMEMOlKOF ^^H 

^^^L Stood up and begun to address the people, wherei^PB 
^^^K the constublo ordered liiin to be sileutj but Ri^er i^^ 
^^^B not thus to he put down, but eontioned reutiuutlag '<^ 
^^^H the people the many JLotichri^tiau aota uf the New 
^^^B £n<rlaDd people, of their hanging, whipping, aiid 
^^^V otherwise ubusiug the Quakers at a former period, 
^^^B- and thut he believed the snine spirit was olive Huoag 
^^^Bthetn still, and that thej would fain he at the same 
^^^B .cruel Wurk yet if they had not been overruled hy the 
^^^V.Authority of the huuie Government, The oonstuhtes, 
^^^vleing UDiible to effect their object of silencing the 
^^^B *FrieDds, DOW ordered the people to disperse ; but, many 
^^^B Btill remuiaiog, they commanded tho hostess of the 
^^^B inn to forbid the Friends her house. This she 
^^^B was obliged to do ; but they, nuthing daunted, went 
^^^r through the streets, Rogor Gill crying out, id a loud 
^^" voice, all the way, " Woe, woe to tiie inhabitants of this 
pluee, who profess God and Christ without the know- 
ledge of God, and void of his fear!" with some other 
^^^ words to the same effect, and accompanied with a 
^^^L power which quieted the people and brought them 
^^^r under subjection, so that, returning toward th«ir inn 
^^^B and standing outside of the door, our Friends soon had 
^^^B a large audience collected about them, and, despite all 
^^^B the opposition of the magistrates, at last autrceeded in 
^^^B buving a full and free expression of all they had to 
^^^V deliver. In the evening several of the i-ldors of the 
^^H church, coming to the inu, commenced a dispute with 
^^H the Friends on the doctrine of electiot 
^^^B they gained little advantage, Thoiu»B Slury 1 
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favored to explain maDj passages of Scripture quoted 
bj them as asserting the doctrine of election and 
reprobation, in such a way as to bear an entirely dif- 
ferent construction from the one these Presbyterians 
would have put upon them. In contemplating the 
character of the people of New England at this 
period, we can scarcely believe that these intolerant 
bigots could have been the ancestors of a people who 
were to become in after-years the champions of 
universal freedom and are at this day often found 
taking the part of the weak against the strong and 
of the oppressed against the oppressor. Still, so 
strangely mingled in the human heart are the springs 
of good and evil, that even in this stern intolerance 
we can discern the first germ of a noble spirit. An 
uncompromising hostility to all that was false accord- 
ing to their idea of truth gradually degenerated in 
them into hatred for all who differed with them in 
opinion ; and yet the same steadfastness in their own 
way, when that way becomes enlightened by a better 
spirit, is often the stuff of which are made true mar- 
tyrs, who, suffering themselves meekly for conscience' 
sake, thus learn forbearance toward their fellows. 

Continuing his journey, Thomas Story met with 
great opposition in most of the New England villages 
through which he passed, — principally from the clergy, 
who were disposed as far as possible to prevent him 
from preaching to the people, and on numerous occa- 
sions violently assailing the doctrines of the Friends, 
and seeking every opportunity to draw them into 



religious disputes. Xlieir principal ground of mt^^ 
gooism to the Friends was their disuse of the ordf- 
nanaQS, baptism, &o. tn these diseusaions Thomas 
Story generally took the ground that even if water- 
baptism were a commanded ordioaiice under the 
Christian dispeusntion, hla antagonists were theu- 
aeives as far fru[u practising that ordinance as origi- 
nally instituted as he himself was, clearly proving 
that the pratitite of sprinkling infanta and others wuB 
nothing else than a popish innovation, introduced 
without even a shadow of Scripture authority ; and 
thus, without entering into any abstract discussion 
of the necessity of water-haptism tn general, be was 
able to silence all opposition by merely assailing their 
nay of admiuistcring it. At Stamford, Connecticut, 
in a discussion with some of the clergy there, he goea 
into au explanation of tbe real meaning of our word 
"baptism," trucinjr it to its original deriTution and Ime 
signification, thus showing to the priests that the Qua- 
kers (though Betting little value on cla9aic.nl learning 
as a qualifleutiori tor gospel ministry) were not so des- 
titute of it as they supposed, and that when occasion 
required they knew how to make good use of it. "The 
word BAPTQ," sayp Thomas Story, " of which comes 
^amt'oi, in the Greek ianguage, signifies to drown or 
ainkin wiit«r, to dip, to overwhelm, to plunge, to thrust 
into or go into water, to steep, to infuse, to dye or color, 
to tincture, or, ns it were, to impregnate one thing 
with the nature of another, — as if the subject of bap- 
tii^m, which is </ijipa/, should be impregnated wi^^h 
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lie qualities of the instrumeDt of baptism in which 
t is dipped or washed. But when the Greeks wished 
express sprinkling, a different act from washing or 
Imptism, they use the word ^pavTc^^to^ which in its 
'^rarious moods is always used, as Heb. ix. ID, where 
^t is ^Eppavrtasy Mie sprinkled,' and 1 Peter i. 2, 
^ Payziaatdv difiaro^ 'Irjffoi Xpicr&y and aspersioncm san- 
guinis Jesu Christi, * sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Ohrist;' so that rantizing, or sprinkling of infants, 
is an ordinance of Christ, and that they who docliu^ 
it are heretics and schismatics, has yet to be proved, 
and is a false and unchristian charge.'' Addressing 
himself afterward more particularly to the people at 
large, he showed that they had no baptism at all, 
even taking the Scripture authority for it in its most 
literal sense, but were only in the practice of a super- 
stitious rite originated by the Church of Home, and 
as originally practised by that sect was accompanied 
by yarious ridiculous rites and ceremonies, such as 
anointing with oil^ putting salt in the child's mouth 
and spittle upon his ears and nostrils, and then ask- 
ing the unconscious infant, as though he understood 
them, whether he renounced the devil and all his 
works, and the pomps and vanities of the world, &c. : 
the effect they ascribe to all this being that it remits 
both original and actual sin, and also infuses justify- 
ing grace into the soul; then the Lutherans and 
Episcopalians, reforming somewhat from Home, re- 
jected some of their superstitions^ but still retained 
the godfathers and godmothers and the sign of the 
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cross. And when their predecessors, the Presby- 
terians and Independents, again dissented from these 
last, they rejected a portion of these rites as super- 
stitions ; but, their eyes not being fully opened, they 
could not perceive that the sprinkling of infants was 
nothing but popery like the rest. And either so 
ignorant, or else wilfully blinded, were their ministers, 
that Friends are branded as schismatics and deniers of 
the ordinances of Christ, for only bearing a testimony 
Sgainst popish relics and inventions. After Thomas 
Story had concluded, an old minister present, taking 
him aside, said, " Pray, sir, cannot you pass quietly 
along and let these things alone? for though there is 
little in them the people believe in them, and, being 
innocent things, they do no harm." To this he replied 
"that, as their forefathers and themselves always 
professed to be very earnest in reforming the errors 
and superstitions of the papists and in exposing them 
to the people, so he was' concerned, for no other 
motive than the love of truth and of his fellow-men, 
to expose in like manner all errors that yet remained, 
so far as he was enabled by divine grace to do so ; 
and thus, though sprinkling of infants was of little 
moment in itself, bijt having been set up as an ordi- 
nance of Christ, which it was not, it became of per- 
nicious consequence to the Christian religion : the 
people being taught to believe they have Christian 
baptism when in truth they had none at all, they 
were thus led into a false security, and seek no 
further for the true baptism of Christ, which is only 
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Hbj the Holy Spirit, and without the knowledge of 
which no soul could be saved." Concluding with 
these remarks, and their opposers having nothing to 
saj in refutation, our Friends returned to their lodg- 
ings, and soon after left the town and continued their 
journey. Holding a meeting some days later at 
Amesbury, Massachusetts, they were assailed by a 
certain Joseph Ring, who came forward and read 
from a paper a number of objections against Friends 
and their doctrines. The firat of these was, " You 
say your preachers have an infallible spirit, and that 
Christ doth dwell in them.'' Believing that the 
views of the society of Friends on the subject of 
gospel ministry and spiritual inspiration are often 
misunderstood by people of other denominations, we 
would call their attention to the following remarks* 
^ade by Thomas Story in answer to this objection. 

" Then I proceeded thus: — *I now perceive I have 
one to deal with who is ignorant of Christianity, 
though as a seeming inquirer : I therefore begin with 
that point of infallibility. People, it is necessary in 
this case that you should clearly understand what is 
intended by an infallible spirit. We do not mean a 
Spirit whereby to know what weather it will be to- 
morrow, or the good or ill fortunes of mankind in 
this world, or the like, but mean only the Spirit of 
Truth, that is, the Spirit of Christ, who is the Truth, 
and infallibly discovers sin in men, good and evil^ right 
and wrong, in matters of religion, and infallibly leads 
into all truth, and out of all error, in all things 
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respecting our own salvation, as the same is received, 
believed in, and obeyed. Those who are made 
ministers of this spirit, by its powerful working in 
them, may thereby, but not otherwise^ infallibly 
declare the mind of God to the people, being them- 
selves perfectly assured by the Spirit of the truth of 
what they deliver ; and yet do not pretend to impose 
their own sense, though infallible to themselves, upon 
any others, but as they also are satisfied of the same 
truths by the same Spirit. And as sure as men can 
distinguish and be certain of outward objects by the 
eye and light of the sun in the firmament of heaven, 
so sure men may be in matters of a spiritual nature, 
by the inshining of the light of the Spirit of Christ 
into the understanding. But if mankind will not 
fully believe and obey, and attentively wait upon the 
Spirit in their hearts, they may and do err, both in 
doctrine and practice ; and this is the cause why so 
many and great errors are in the world.' And then 
I turned to my opponent and queried, 'Dost thou 
believe that the Spirit of Christ is an infallible 
spirit ?' 

"He answered yea. 'Well, then, since thou hast 
agreed to be determined in these points by the Holy 
Scriptures, I prove the Spirit of Christ is in all 
Christians ; and first, in his ministers : ''At that day 
ye shall know that I am in my Father, and you in 
me, and I in you.'' And secondly, in all others : — 
" Now, if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his; and if Christ be in you, the body is 
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^ead because of sin." These words, *'any inan/' in 
-the text, are indefinite terms, signifying every man, 
male and female; I, thou, he, she, they, (pointing 
to the people all around,) all people. And since thou 
hast confessed this is an infallible Spirit, and the 
Scriptures say every man hath it, as it is written, 
"The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal/' then thou and I both have the 
Spirit of Christ, or once had it ; and if wo are not 
infallibly led by it in the way of Truth, wo have not 
profited, and it is our own fault and loss.' 

" By this time he was weary of his undertaking, 
and silent as to any further argument on the first 
point; and so we proceeded to the other, — viz. : That 
Christ dwells in his people. 

" To prove the absurdity, as he thought, of this, he 
brought that Scripture where, Thomas and the apostles 
doubling of the bodily appearance of Christ after his 
resurrection, the Lord said to them, *A spirit hath 
not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.' * Now,' said 
he, 'since Christ hath flesh and bones, as we have, 
how can he be in every one of you ?' 

'*Upon this I desired the people to be still, and 
told them, *This man's imagination: concerning 
Christ's being in his people is very gross, carnal, and 
foolish, and not at all as we understand it ; for we 
Speak of the light and Spirit of Christ in the sense 
tnentioned in the other argument, and not of his 
buman body. But as the body of the sun is at a 
great distance in the open firmament, yet his light 

8* 
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and influence shine over and affect all the earth 
and into many thousands of houses and places at the 
same time, and in what proportion the light shineth 
into any house, hy the same proportion is the virtue, 
influence, and power of the sun there dispensed ; so, 
and infinitely more, it is with Christ, whose holy 
hody, though far remote from us, yet his Spirit is 
everywhere, in all hearts; and he is the "Word of 
God,'* and "true light,'' that lighteth every man that 
Cometh into the world.' The mystery which hath 
been hid from ages and generations, but now is made 
manifest to his saints; to whom God would make 
known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles, (whose offspring we are,) which 
is ' Christ in you, the hope of glory/ 

"But I have something more to say of Christ's 
being in men. It is no new thing for perverse men 
to oppose the Truth ; and no wonder it falls thus to 
our lot now, since the like objection was moved to 
the Apostle Paul, and by such too as had sinned, 
seeking a proof of Christ's speaking in him; and all 
the proof he thought fit to give them was, to bid 
them examine themselves whether they were in the 
faith : — ' Prove your own selves ; know ye not your own 
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 
reprobates ?' 

" My adversary quickly turned to the place, and I 
bid him read it to the people, and then said to him, 
' Thou art the man seeking a proof of Christ being in 
US, Hast thou examined thyself on that account ?' 
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Yea.' ' Hast thou proved thyself ?' ' Yes.' ' What 
Mt thou found V Then he, perceiving what the con- 
tusion was like to be, would have evaded and shuffled. 
^No, but,' said I, 'give me a plain and positive 
answer : hast thou found Christ in thee ?' But he 
^ould not answer. Then I observed to the people, 
'He confesseth, you see, that he hath examined and 
proved himself, but dares not say he hath found 
Christ in him : therefore the text is conclusive upon 
him, he is a reprobate ; and as such I set him- aside, 
as not worthy to be talked with any more in matters 
of Christianity.' He said no more, but soon after 
slunk away out of the company. This struck an awe 
upon the people ; for the Lord was with me, and was 
my director to his own glory ; and presently came to 
me a young man in a consternation, and said, 'Ah, 
sir ! I would not have been before you to-day, as that 
man was, for the whole world.' 

"Immediately upon this came another sober young 
man to me, and said, 'I have heard what you said 
this day in the meeting, and many things I liked, 
Xvhich you explained beyond what I ever heard from 
any of your persuasion; but one thing I am not 
Satisfied in : that which you call spiritual, I call 
tiatural.' 'What is that?' said I. 'You said, that 
^hich reproves sin in mankind is sufficient for salva- 
tion, provided it be believed in and obeyed, which I 
cannot receive. For that Scripture which you men- 
tioned will be against you, where you said, "When 
the Gentiles, which have not a law, do by nature 
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the things contained in the law, these, having not 
the law, are a law unto themselves, which show the 
work of the law written in their hearts/' Now,' said 
he, *that which reproves sin, the Gentiles had before 
Christ came, even from the beginning ; how then can 
that be the Spirit of Christ, but only the law, the 
same that reproves men now ? It is the remains of 
that righteousness that was in Adam in his state of 
creation before he fell.' 

'^ I answered, * That if he rightly considered that 
righteousness which was in Adam before he fell, it is 
the same that the saints and people of God now have, 
after they are restored out of the fall. The better to 
understand this, let us observe what John the Evan- 
gelist saith concerning Christ the Word of God : — 
'' In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. And the light 
shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehended 
it not. That was the trlie ligh£, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth. And of his ful- 
ness have we all received, and grace for grace. For 
the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ." ' 

** The Word, Wisdom, and Power of God, there- 
fore, clothed and veiled with a reasonable soul and 
human flesh, is Jesus Christ, born into this world by 
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^ blessed Virgin Mary. This word is the right- 
eousness of God, which was light and wisdom in 
"^dam before he fell; and by whom God judged and 
p^Ddemned Adam for sin, in disobeying and depart- 
■^^g from this Word, light, and life, through unbelief 
^^d actual transgression. It was by the light and 
-^^ife of this Word that God, the Father of all, strove 
^ith the old world to reclaim them, as by a law 
Xyritten in them, and against which they likewise 
Rebelled, — whereby the Almighty was provoked at 
length to destroy them by the flood, save righteous 
Noah, who had not offended, and his family. 

"And after the flood the same law of light and 

life was still with and in the posterity of Noah and 

his family, by which they had the knowledge of God, 

of the creation, and of moral righteousness; and, 

being obedient, they were ruled and governed thereby 

for a time. It was by this divine nature in their 

hearts, and not by their own fallen and corrupt 

nature, that they did the things contained in the 

moral law ; but by degrees they likewise degenerated, 

as the old world did, and departed from the law of 

iight wbich gave them that knowledge: 'Because 

tbat, when they knew God, they glorified him not as 

God, neither were thankful, but became vain in 

their imaginations, and (departing from that light) 

their foolish hearts were darkened,' and they became 

darkness. 

** Departing from the wisdom of this divine Word, 
they became fools and vile idolaters ; and therefore 
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^^^K God departed frutu them, aud ' guve tbeui up Co tho' 
^^^H own hearts' lusts, tiad t« bttlievs and follcjfr lies SD^ 
^^H .vile affectioua. And cyea as tlicy did nut like t^ 
^^^H retaiu Gild !□ their knuwledgc, God guvQ theoi up to^ 
^^^H ,zeprubace uiirid, to do tlicse thiugs which are not^ 
^^^B oOQVcnient ; being filled with all unrighteousoesfi, 
^^^H 'fornicatiuD, wickedness, covetousuess, muliciuosiiess, 
^^^H full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, wIue- 
^^^1 perers, buckbitera, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
^^^P boustera, ioTentors of evil thiogs, disobedient h) 
I pareota, without understaudiag, uoven ant-breakers, 

without natural afiection, implacable, umuerciful.' 

I And though they knew at the same time, by that 
Jaw of light, thfit the judgment of God was against 
thoui for iheao things, yet they did theoi, and took 
pleasure one in another therein. And therefore God 
left them under the power of their own eina, in thia 
miserable state, for rnnDy ages, 
" In the mean time,. God luade boice of Abraham 
and his posterity, in whom to restort this kw of light 
and life. For the children of Israel, being in bond- 
age and a state of slavery in I^gypt, were also 
.degenerated and become transgressors ; and therefore 
God added the law of moral righteousnesB, by tba 
mediation of Moses, his servuDt, written on tables of 
Btone by the finger of Godj which, for the tmn*. 
gressions of the people, were broken by the mediator 
of thut hiw, on the side of the mountain before wbicb 
tbej were. But the mercy of God returned unto 
them, and he commanded Mosea to prepare other 
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"feibles of 8t;one, on which to write the same law : 
^^hich thing, though matter of fact, is also an alle- 
^[ory. For the law of light and life, being written in 
"•he hearts of men from the beginning, was broken 
«nd blotted out by their sins; but the Most High, in 
3ove and mercy to lost and degenerate mankind, pro- 
vided a more excellent mediator than Moses, and of 
a better and more powerful law, which I may further 
speak of in the sequel. Though this law was given 
by Moses, by the command of God, and the people 
received it as, reasonable and good, yet, being in- 
wardly departed from the light and life of the divine 
Word, that outward law could not give them life, but 
condemnation ; for they could not keep it in the 
state they were in ; and therefore the Almighty, in 
justice and mercy, restored to them a manifestation 
of the same Word, and light and life in him. This 
is the eternal Word and commandment of God 
preached by Moses in that day unto Israel in the 
wilderness, of whom he saith, * This commandment 
which I command thee this day, it is not hidden 
from thee, neither is it far off: it is not in heaven, 
that thou shouldst say. Who shall go up for us to 
heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it 
^nd do it ? Neither is it *beyond the sea, that thou 
sliouldst say. Who shall go over the sea for us, and 
bring it unto us, that we may hear it and do it? But 
the Word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth and 
in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.' 

"In this manner was Christ preached by Moses 
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maDj ages before he came in the flesh, and, after he 
did so come, was preached in the same way by the 
Apostle Paul j for the same that Moses preached as 
the Commandment and the Word, the apostle calleth 
Christ, and the Word of faith, whom they preached, 
and whom they knew no more after the flesh, after 
they had thoroughly preached him come in the flesh, 
but consequently as he is the ' Word of God, Light 
of the world, divine Truth, and quickening Spirit.* 

'* And again, *A11 Israel did eat the same spiritual 
meat and did all drink the same spicitual drink, for 
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, 
and that Rock was Christ/ And this is also the 
same of which he speaketh where he saith, < Who- 
soever drinketh of the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst ; but the water that 1 shall give 
him shall be in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life.' 

"And, to make this necessary point yet plainer, 
observe, * In the last day, that great day of the feast, 
Jesus stood and cried, saying. If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me and drink. He that believeth on 
me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. But this spake he of the 
Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive; 
for the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because that 
Jesus was not yet glorified.' 

"But the Jews also rebelled against the Light, 
Spirit, and Word of God so preached unto them by 
Moses aforesaid; and therefore the law without could 
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not save them ; yet the righteous and most merciful 
Creator did not forsake them forever, but opened a 
door of hope, by his gracious promises aforehand, 
that they might believe and obey when they came to 
pass ; and therefore saith, ' Behold the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah ; 
but this shall be the covenant : I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and 
will be their God, and they shall be my people/ 
Again, I will put my fear in their hearts, that they 
shall not depart from me. 

" The Almighty, of his abounding mercy and kind- 
ness, remembered likewise the apostate and benighted 
Gentiles, promising unto them also the same law and 
Covenant of Light, by the same Mediator: *I the 
Itord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a 
Covenant of the people,' for a light of the Gentiles.' 
And he said, ' It is a light thing that thou shouldst 
be' my .servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and 
"to restore the preserved of Israel; I will also give 
"thee for a light of the Gentiles, that thou mayest be 
Xny salvation unto the end of the earth.' 

**This covenant and the messenger thereof is the 
same, whom the Most High describes aforehand, ' to 
tihe Jew first, and also to the Gentile.' To the Jew 
lie saith, ' Therefore the Lord himself shall give you 
a sign : behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.' And to 

9 
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both Jews and Gentiles hesaith, * Behold my servant 
whom I uphold, mine elect, in whom my soul delight- 
eth. I have put jny spirit upon him, he shall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles.' This is he of whom 
it was said seven hundred and forty years before he 
came, 'Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given, and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder.' This is he who spake unto the Father in 
Spirit, saying, ' Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest 
not; but a body hast thou prepared me.' This is he 
who received that holy body of human flesh, with a 
reasonable soul, the complete nature of man. This 
is the Lord Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary ; 
who, by command of the Father, wrought all those 
wonders attributed to him in the Holy Scriptures. 

" This is he who offered himself upon the cross, at 
Jerusalem of old, *a propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world.' This is the Light of the Gentiles, in 
whom they are to believe and trust. The Mediator 
of the new covenant, not of works, but of light and 
life from God ; not that which is natural, but eternal. 
This is the true witness of God; the finger and 
power of God, by which he writeth and restoreth the 
law of righteousness; the law of the Spirit of life, 
which makes free from the law of sin and death, and 
which the law without, given by Moses, could not 
do. This is the Law and Word of Life that was in 
Adam before he fell. 

" This is the divine, immortal, and unchangeable 
truth of God, which 'reproves the world of sin, of 



Bnd of judgment;' that reproves und 
manifests sio in all mankind ; aod for want uf faith, 
love, and obsdience to this divine Law, Light, and 
"Word of God, the faithless and disobedieut worfd 
reniaiiis in coademDutioti hy thut Word. For, till 
thej do 80, both Jews and Gentiles renjain and are 
concluded uuder ein ; as saith tlie Sun of God, ' He 
that believeth oQ bim is not condemned ; hut he that 
believeth nut is conderaued already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of 
GmI. And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkneaa rather 
than light, beeunse their deeds were evii. He that 
believeth on the Son huth everlasting life ; and be 
that believeth not the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.' 

"As the mystery of ini*[uity began to work in the 
dayB <j( the apostles, so tbcre were many antichrists 
even then in the world, who were neither Jews nor 
heathens, but professors of the name of the true God, 
ttud of Jesus Christ the Son of God and Saviour of 
the world; and they went out from the apostles and 
their doctrine, and from the teaching of the grace 
and Spirit of God, the holy auointing whiuh tuaehoth 
all things. They turned their ears from the Truth, 
and gave ear to fables, heapiag to themselves teachers 
aft«r their hearts' lusts, having itching ears; they 
veut back under the law of types, wliich was ended by 
the law of liberty, through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

"And as great is the mystery of iniquity, it hath 
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BO wrought in the Chcistiau world, tliat tlie sn 
is BO called ia degcaeruted as tbe old world, and as 
the old Gentiles, the he»then and apostate Jowa, and 
become autichrialiau, and in utter darkness und 
oonfusion. They once, in the dnys of old, epake 
one language from the one Word and voioe of God, 
speaking divine wisdom and the knowledge of 
the one true God, and of Jeaus Christ the Son of 
God, in every living soul. But by their apostasy 
from the divine light and Spirit of Oud, and from bis 
wisdom, grace, and power, they followed tLeir own 
spirit and wisdom, wbich is darkness, into many evil 
inventions, and multiplied their superstitions, and 
became miseruble idolaters, worsLippiug a piece of 
bread for their God, and wallowing in all the sins of 
the Gentiles and heathens of old. So that their lau- 
guiige, as at Babel, is confounded, and ihey are no 
more one, but scattered, and shall unite dq more till 
they return by him from whom they are fallen ; to 
the ooveuftnt of God, even that true light of his SoDj 
'which lighteth every- man that cometh into the 
world ;' of whose fulnesis, ull those who now believe 
in him, and behold his glory, as of the only aod first 
begotten Son of God, have now received, as they did 
of old, and grace fur grace. 'This grace briiigeth 
salvation, and hutli appeared to all uieo, (eaobing na 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
hve soberly, righteously, and gudly in this present 
world. By this grace we are saved, through fiulhi 
and that not of ourselves: it is the gift of GOife 
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From all which proofs it is plain that the same that 
reproves sin in man is the Spirit of Christ, the Word 
of God, which in the beginning was the light of men ; 
and it is not natural, but spiritual, and the mystery 
that lay hid in. the Gentiles from the foundation of 
the world, though they were darkness, and this light 
had not been comprehended by them. 

"During the time that passed on these subjects, the 
people were very sober, and the young man, being 
deeply under the effects of a wrong education and 
tradition, replied, ' Faith in this light cannot be suf- 
ficient ; for except a man be born again he cannot 
see the kingdom of heaven/ 

" That is true ; but, seeing we must be born again, 
we cannot do that of ourselves : there is none can do 
it for us but God. And he doth that great work by 
the word of his wisdom and power, which is Christ, 
the light of the intellectual world, the Sun of right- 
eousness, and glorious luminary of the mind. And 
we are to believe in him, that we may be born again 
of him, who is the second Adam, the Lord from 
heaven, the quickening Spirit; as it is written, * While 
ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be 
children of the light.' *And if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ.' But it 
reasonably followeth that if no faith in this divine 
light, then no children of God throuo;h him who is 
that light, and elect seed of God ; and if not chil- 
dren, then not heirs of God, nor of his promises, 
which are all unto this divine Seed,. and all true in 
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him. And if we do tiot believe in the Word of God", 
WB canuot please hini, or be created anew Bnto good 
works by him, which arc indispensable to every child 
of God, as the evidence of that fuith and work of 
legeneratioQ in the mind; 'and to be earnallj minded 
is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord.' 

"Christ testiGeth of himself, that he is 'the light 
of the world ;' and the apostles of Christ were sent by 
him, to testify that God is light, and to turn man- 
kind 'from darkness to that light, from the power 
of Satan unto God ;' from that darkness and igno- 
rance which had covered the earth, and from that 
gross darkness which had covered ibe people, unto 
the Son of God, and unto the Father by him. 

" So then, in order to owr being born from above, 
there must first be faith in Christ, as he is the divine 
Light, and second covenant of God; and the first 
work of this light in man toward that faith is the 
manifestation, reproof, and condemnation of sin in 
the heart, mind, and understanding of man : ' For nil 
things that are reproved are made manifest by the 
light ; for [after the manner of men] whatsoever doth 
make manifest is light.' 

"Thus the testimony of the Holy Scriptures con- 
cur clearly to the proof of this most needful doctrine, 
that the reprover of sin in the mind mid undcretand- 
ing of man is not man himself; neither is it the eril 
one who tempts man to sin. For then he would be 
both tempter and reprover, and divided against him 
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could not etand. But it is tL)e divine light und spirit 
of Christ, that sin miLy be mnuifeated, reproved, 
become exceeding siiifui und be condemned, and , 
throngh faith in the Manifester and Reprover be 
forsaken, pardoned, remitted, and hy the work of tha 
Holj Spirit of Christ fully Temoved, and the niinds 
of mankind purified, and mude lucid as the day, and 
formed into light in the Lord. 

"In the aoncluEion of this I felt the weight re- 
moved from off my spirit, iind the love and goodness 
of Truth to arise toward the young man ; and he 
took me kindly by the hand, and said he bad other 
points to disDourse, but would non leave them. But 
I believe the main objection was removed, and the ' 
mark hit, for he departed cheerful; und some othc 
also who seemed to have had something to say, wh 
they had heard these things, were silent, and : 
ended in peace, tu tlie glory of the Lord, wbc 
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through the grace of God, we only a 
things." 

While on the same journey through New Englan 
or, rather, returning from it toward Philadelphia, 
through Long Island, at a village called •Tcrusaleni, 
be was led into some esplanation of bis views on the j 
subject of the resurrection of the body, which we giv( 
as a ooDcise and clear espression of Friends' belief it 
that parti uular. 

'' But one among ourselves, who had professed the , 



104 



T F. F MEMO 



againS^^ 



Troth about twenty years, took esceptioD againeT 
somethiog Roger said CQaceruing tiie resurrectiou yf 
tbe body ; for in his testimony ho said he had 
once believed that if tbe body of & man were burnt 
to aabes, and those ashes sifted through u sieve over 
all tbe earth, sea, aud air, yet at the last day the 
same dust should come together again, and the same 
body should then arise ; but,' said be, ' I now belicre 
otberntae;' and then cit«d the words of the apostle 
to tbe too curious and cuptinus inquirer, ' Thou fool, 
thou aowest not that body that ahull be, but bare 
grain,' &o. And this man, coming into the Friends" 
bouse after tbe meeting, made objectioaB in public, 
Baying be believed in the rosurreetion of tbe very 
tuma body; 'for,' said he, 'the apostle aaith, it is 
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body,' &c. 
Afld linger discoursed with bim on the subject, and 
adduced arguments su^cient to ha^e sati^lied any 
sober inquirer; and yet lie nontiiiui^d lo cavil. Then, 
for the sake of the people and others that might b« 
weak among us, I called for the Bible and read that 
part to them, viz.: 'That which thou soWeat, thou 
sowest not that body whiuh shall be, but bare grain, 
it may chance of wheat,' Sao. 'Therefore the same 
body doth not arise ; but as the grain of wheat dies 
to its present form of being, bj sending forth a blade, 
biiiog no other than the one grain expanded, and 
! that blade a stulk, and often many ; and that stulk, 
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; BO argues tho apostlo for the reaurrectioa ^ 
f the body, that that which is ai 
but God gives it a body as It plenseth him ; though 
no coniparison will hold in every circumBtaoce.' 
Upon this he was eilent, aad eo the matter euJed. 
But upon our inquiry what this man was, he appeared 
to he one of those the people call wet. Quakers. No 
vender, then, he remained eo carually mioded, though 
BO long a professor of tho Truth ; for it is 
sion only, nor ooofession alone, that the Almighty 
regarda, but fuith, which works by love, to the coii- 
versioQ of the mind to the will of God, thruugh the 
sanctificutioQ of the Spirit. 

"Now, though we fully believe the reaurreotion 
of the dead, both of the just uud uajuat, yet we tnk 
not upon us to determine the mode of existence i 
that state, or with what bodies they shall come, hut 
leave it with the Almighty to jiive unto us bodies a 
may best please him. Bat there is a wonderful 
mystery in this thing, for out of the sight of the 
natural man ; hut ' blessed and holy is ho that huth 
part in the first resurrection : on such the e 
death hath no power.' And the Son of God hath 
aaid, 'I am the reaurreotion and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die.' So then they who are truly in him, am 
he in them, are arisen with him, and live in and vrirl 
him, to the praise of his own arm, who leigneth ii 
glory for ever and ev 
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Leaviug Long Island, they crossed into Xei 
sey, and, having several lueeliogs od the wuy, arrived 
safely in Burlington sume time io tlie 7tli uanth, 
1099, Here they learned further particulars of a 
terrible peatilence etill raging in Philudelpliia, which, 
judging from the reoorcb we have ef its ofTceLs and 
|i ecu liari ties, must have, heea the yellow fever j and 
us that disease was then raging in the West Indies, 
it was probably brought in by vessels trading from 
Philadelphia to those islands. As the Lime of the 
yearly meeting was approai:hing, Thomas Story, un- 
deterred by any fear of contagion, proceeded to 
Philadelphia without delay. Here he found mauy 
oF hie friends ou sic-k atid dying beds; and the deaths 
by the fever had averaged from six to eight per day 
fur several weeks. Our frieud lodged at the house 
of Edward Shijipen, who had recently been prostrated 
by the fever, but was then restored to health. 

Some Friends bad -written from Burlington to 
Friends in Philadelphia, proposiug to adjourn the 
ipprouching meeting until a cooler time. To this 
proposition they replied that, until the meeting 
should come together, tbere was uo power to adjourn 
same time, liowever, they thought best la 
Iteoeurage the great numbers of young persons Kud 
ithers who usually came to town ou those occasions, 
ecoiuinended those persons only to attend who 
necessary to conducting the affairs of society. 
The meeting was consequently held, and was largs, 
; the circuuiBtauees, And, says 1 
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Story, who was present at the time, " the Lord so 
evidently appeared with us that there was no room 
for doubt but that it was his will that we should hold 
our meeting' and serve God therein as well in times 
of adversity and aflBiction as in prosperity and less 
seeming danger. And what was most remarkable 
was that though the pestilence had raged with more 
than usual violence the week before, yet there was 
not a single new case, either among those who came 
to the town, or among the citizens, while the meeting 
lasted ; and though there were several cases after it was 
over, and a few deaths, yet very few in comparison ; and 
soon- after it pleased Providence to put a final stop to 
the disease." Thomas Story and his companion both 
remained in Philadelphia for some time after the 
meeting was over, visiting the sick and afflicted, and 
even in the midst of this great distress was greatly 
comforted by the manifest presence of the love of 
God to his people, and in the resignation and peace 
evinced by those who lay ill of the disease. *' I saw," 
says our friend, "no lofty countenances, nor heard 
any jesting or laughter, but every face was pale, and 
many hearts were humbled, as those who waited 
every moment for a summons to the grave. But the 
just appeared with open faces, and walked upright 
in the streets, rejoicing in secret in that perfect love 
which casteth out all fear." Though Thomas Story 
was for some time in almost daily intercourse with 
those laboring under the fever, he escaped it entirely; 
but his faithful companion, Roger Gill, who had prayed 
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in the meetiag chnt his life might be a 
Batrifice for tbe people, thut a stop might be put> to 
the CDDtagioQ, was, aa it seemed, taken at Ills word; 
for he was not long afterward seized witt the malady, 
and died, in a strange t^od, far awaj from boine nnd 
kindred, yet comforted with a, full assarance of life 
everlasting in a better country. 

The nest religious service in which our Friend was 

B a journey through Maryland and the 

lo^er counties of Pennsylvania, now constituting the 

Btate of Delaware. Though much might be related 

the particulars of thia journey, both profitable and 
interesting, our space will not ullow of it here. We 
nest find him, }u the latter part of 9th month, 1699, 
at Chester, whither he bad gone to meet with Wil- 
liam Penn, who was then coming up the river Dela- 
ware on his second and Ust vi^it to his muob-loved 
colony. Their meeting was a joyful one, as a warm 
friendship and sympathy hod long esisted between 
tbcni. They lodged together that night at Cbe.ster, 
and had a long convereation about the government 
of the Province. After this interview our Friend was 
engaged in the service of the gospel in different parte 
of New Jersey and Pennsylvania for several months, 
and, returning to Philadelphia, remained there till the 
beginning of the year 1700. Feeling now that his 
visit to Friends in America had, through the grace 
of God, been satisfactorily ncoompliahed, he VBS 
ready to return to England, and would hare done eo 
but that his friend the Proprietor, finding the affairs of 
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•^tfiaHy euibarras»>ed, urgi;il hiu to run 
&ad give his assiBtancE m th.e arrangement of theffl. 
HaviLg received letters froiu some of bis friunds in 
England udvisiog bim to retuiiiu in Aiuericu, and also 
entertaining a very great love and respect toward Wil- 
liam Pcan, sod believing tbel his'services might be 
useful, he consented to rmuniii and assiitt his friend the 
Govetnur in. these important afiairs, as far as he was 
capable of so doing. Aa Tbouias Stor^ was engaged 
iu Du regular business, and, ua we have beeti, undee 
the necessity of maintaining himself b; eonie occupa- 
tioa, the Governor now appointed hiin member of 
the council of state, and Keeper of tho Great Seal; 
also Master of the Kolls, and one of his commissioners 
of property for inquiring into and eunGrming old 
rights, and granting lands to new purchasers. Under 
these circumstances, our Friend concluded to settle in 
Phibdclphiu, and, in addition to his public offices, 
was much employed in the business of conTcjauciug, 
to which, as we have mentioned, he had been accus- 
tomed at home. 

Some years after, in 1706, he was married to < 
Anne, the daughter of Edward Sbippen the eh 
and received as part of her dowry the large house 
South Second Street, which was iu after-times 1 
down to afford iu part a site for the Bank of Penn- 
Bjlvania. This house afterward became the property 
of James Lngan, and is described as being then the 
Urgest house in Philadelphia, and beautifully situated 
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rear oud a front oroliaril of fi-uit-tteea close by; ( 
looking the rising city beyond the Dock Creek ; in its 
front a beautiful green lawn, gently sloping to the 
Btrenm, and tbe wbole prospect unobstructed to the 
Delaware and the Jersey shore. It was not, however, 
until six years of arduous labor in the service of the 
gospel that our frieud was permitted to settle down 
in this pleuBunt home. About the middle of the 5tb 
month, 1702, he departed from Philadelphia on a 
second visit to New England. On this journey, as 
daring the furnier, he met with bitter and uaceasiog 
opposition from those utnoog whom he waa called to 
labor in the gospel. He was much engaged at tbia 
time in encouraging and exhorting to steadfaslnees 
those Friends in New England who were suffering 
Hevure persecution on account of their refusing to 
servo in the army, — a law having been made, while 
Queen Anne was at wnr with Louis XIV., ihut uU the 
inhabitants capable of bearing arms who, upon being 
.BUoimoited, should refuse to serve, should be fined, 
and on their refusal to pay such fine were to be sold 
until their Inbor was sufficient to pay their fines and 
charges. This severity, however, availed hut little. 
The poor Quakers sufl'ered patiently long imprison- 
ment and slavery, but continued faithful to tlinr 
testinjony against war. 

At Bristol, two young men who hud been im- 
prisoned for refusing to pay these fines were broagbt 
up for trial while Thomas Story was there ; the judg^ 
accusing the prisoners of obstinacy and inconsbtei 
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in refHsing to pnj their fines, while they were in the ' 
babilof paying without any complaint the general pub- ! 
lio luxes, which might also be upprupriuted <bi military 
purposes. Our Frieud, obtaining permission of the 
cuurt to epeuk, stated that, if it was desired to keep 
only to the business of the court,' he wouhl discuss 
the mutter entirely aa a legal question; but that 
if the court intended to charge tbem aa a people with 
errors in religion, he would give a reasou why they 
should refuse to pay the oue tax and out the other; ' 
and went on to adduce the example of Obrist in pay- 
ing the tribute-nionoy to Cajsar, and then to show ; 
tbe difference between a law directly afiectinj; the 
person, re'juiring personal service, and a, law that 
only required a general tax to be applied by the 
rulers as they saw fit, aod therefore did not hold tbe 
iDdividuul responsible, and that the Friends, a. 
people, willingly pay such general taxes; yet tbe 
kingdom of Christ being not of this world, his ser- 
vauta cannot fight, though tbcy ought to pay taxea 
according to the example oF Christ their bead. ' 
have not space in this work, nor do we think it 
desirable, to follow the journal kept by Thomas Story 
through all tlio details of his service in New England. 
It gives us a constant succession of disputations on 
varions matters of religious belief, he being continu- 
ally attacked by niiuistera and others, and never 
refusing to enter with them into a full and free ex- 
ptanation and logical defence of the doctrines of the 
society; yet as several of tbem appear to us to be 
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^^^ subjects of the laat iuiportunee, anil to demonsti^i^^ 
the truth of our views ia ii manner entirely con- 
cluBJve and irrefutable, we will offer several seleo- 
tioua. At Saudwicli, where he had held a. meet- 
ing, and waa afterward culled upon for a wore full 
explanation of some assertiona made in the meet- 
^^^ log, he goes into an analysis of the dootrincB of per- 
^^^L fection and regeneratiun aa follows : — 
^^^1 " Having liad some conference with Captain Basset, 
^^^p one of the justices of the peace of thitt pluoe, as above 
hinted, a Friend told him that I purposed to c&U ftt 
hia bonsB on the 24th, — which I accordingly did, 
where I found assembled a great luany Friends and 
others ; for, my intention of calling being known, tbey 
on both sides expected a dispute, of whicli I had do 
appreheusion. Soon after we bad entered the cap- 
tain's bnuao, he made a short speech to me, in the 
audience of as maoy as could throng into the room^ 
to this purpose, viz. ; ' Sic, you told rae, upon your 
last conference, that you would be glad to see soma 
of the more moderate sort of our magistrates itnd 
ministers, and to discourse with them on religious 
subjects : here are several of our magistrates present,' 
(pointing to them,) 'and this gentleman,' (pointing 
to one in the room,) 'is our tuaober.' 

"To this t answered by giving them a reladoD 

upon what subjects the captain anil I had been d» 

coursing, and that what 1 said concerning their 

ma^istrateN and iiiinisleiy w:is with respect kJ ihen 

|>«t hrge in the ProvincL-, "ud not in that place only, 
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my inclination being to persuade them to more 
moderation concerning our Friends, now in the time 
of war, and to give them a more distinct knowledge 
of our principles than I perceived they hitherto had. 
However, seeing so many people had heard already 
what subjects the captain and I had been upon, I was 
willing we should resume them in their audience. 
And upon my mentioning that point of freedom from 
sin in this life, their minister answered that 'it is the 
duty of every true Christian to aspire after freedom 
from lin in this life.' 

" I replied * that, seeing he acknowledged that to 
be a duty, he must, of consequence, own it possible ; 
and that therefore there was no need to say any more 
about it.' 

" To this he replied, ' It is said, " Ye shall be holy, 
for I the Lord your God am holy ;" and yet who will 
presume to say he is as holy as God ?' Then said I„ 
* The Scripture saith, " Sanctify yourselves, therefore^ 
and be ye holy ; for I am the Lord your God. And 
ye shall keep my statutes, and do them : I am the 
Lord which sanctify you." Seeing therefore it is the 
Lord who sanctifies, his work is perfect, he doth it 
fully } and what God hath sanctified let no man call 
common or unclean. And God's people, who are so- 
indeed, are a holy people; as it is written, "For thou, 
art a holy people unto the Lord thy God : the Lord 
thy God hath chose'n thee to be a special people unto 
himself, above all people that are upon the face of 
the earth. The Lord did not set his love upon you,. 

10* 
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nor choose you, beciiase ye were more in number 
any people, for ye were the fewest of all peopl< 
beoauae the Lord loved you," ' &c. 

" I added, further, ' that we spake not of dof 
of holioet^s, aa coiupnriag man with God thei 
otherwise thaa the Lord, himself hath done. Bat as 
God is absolutely perfect, aud iufioite in all essential 
attributes, moral and divine, Bo there is a holiness 
applicable to man as a perfect creature of God : " For 
in the beginoing God created man in his own image, 
i a righteousness and true holiness;" and yet we do 
not say that man was equal therein to God. Even 
so mau may be truly restored by God, through 
Christ, to the same holiness, and may and ought to 
ooafess it, to the honor of God, without any presump- 
tion ; seeiog that siace the fall of man, and before 
the coining of Christ in the flesh, God hath thus said 
to his people, " Be ye holy, for I am holy ;" which the 
Lord would not have said if like holiness with his 
own had not, throui;h his Word, been attainable by 
theui. And so likewise of God's rifjhteousoess, as 
well as his Iiuliness, where it is said, "Little children, 
let no man deceive yoa : He that doeth righteuusaeHs, 

"Upon this their lainistor was silent; but tlie 
justices and people being desirous that some other 
points should be moved aud debuted, Captain Basset, 
having groit sway among them, proposed that wa 
should adjourn from his house to their mecting-bouae, 
e I might, if I could, make out the matter mon. 
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fully, with what else might occur, before the people. 
To this the minister was averse ; but, the captain 
being seconded by the. rest of the justices, the minis- 
ter was overruled, and to the meeting-house we went, 
and the people followed us. It was some time before 
their minister pitched upon a point upon which to 
oppose us; but at last, notwithstanding what had 
passed before, he moved this question : — 

" ' Whether there be a state of freedom from sin 
attainable in this life?' And I, being willing, as 
the Lord might enable me, to make our doctrine in 
that point plain to the people, assumed the affirma- 
tive, and my opponent assumed the negative. 

"The affirmative being mine, I was to prove it, 
and accordingly began and proceeded after the man- 
ner of the Apostles Paul and John ; first to prove 
tbat all men commonly sin in this life in a state of 
nature, or are liable thereto by temptation } and then 
that the offers of salvation are made by God the 
Father unto all mankind in Christ the Son of God, 
and that whosoever does accept of those offers in 
God's way and time may not only be saved at last, 
but freed from sin in the present world. 

" The Apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans, 
proves the Gentiles, of whose lineage are all nations, 
the Jews excepted, to be sinners, by breaking the law 
of God written in their hearts, whereby they became 
conscious of sin and guilty before God. And the 
Jews likewise, according to the Psalras of David, 
where it is written concerning them, * There is none 
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rir;!]teuug, no, not oue : there m none that doeth g 
no, not one.' And B|i;aia, ' God huth concluded thei 
b1] id unbelief, that he might have mercy upon aUTi^ 
And again, ' The Scripture bath concluded all under 
sio, that the promise by fiiith of Jeau» Christ might 
he given to them that believe.' 

" The apostle having thus proved bU to be sinners, 
both Jews and Gentiles, he proceeds to preach salva- 
tion to all by the Lord Jeaus Christ, saying, 'Being 
justified freely by his grace, (nliicli hatli uppeored 
unto all men,) through the redemplion which is in 
Jesua Christ ; whom God hath set forth to be a, pro- 
pitiation through faith io his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the reiiiisaion of sina that are past, 
through the forbearance of God.' Which faith must 
be obtained in this life, or never. 

" The same apostle, in another place, proceeds to 
set forth freedom from sin in this life, likewise, by 
the same Saviour, saying, ' As by the uiTcrice of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation, even 
so by the righteousness of one the free gift came 
upon all mcu unto justiGcution of life,' This free 
gift in 'the grace of God, which bringeth salvation, 
and hath appeared to all men, leaching us [especially 
all who helii:ve therein] that, denying uiigodlinesa 
and worldly luala, we ahould live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world.' That, ' where sin 
once abounded, grace might much more ubonnd ; 
that as sin hath reigned unto death, even s'l mi^ht 
grace ruign through righteousness unto etcruul lifi-, 
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by Jesus Christ our Lord. What shall we say, then ? 
Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
God forbid. How shall we, who are dead unto sin, 
live any longer therein ? Knowing this, that our old 
man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve 
sin. Knowing that Christ, being raised from the 
dead, dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion 
over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin 
once; but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Being then made free from sin, ye became 
the servants of righteousness ; for when ye were the 
servants of sin ye were free from righteousness; but 
now, being made free from sin, and become servants 
to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life.' Again, after this apostle had brought 
this doctrine of freedom from sin in this life to a 
period, under the similitude of the death and resur- 
rection of Christ, and thereby established the cer- 
tainty of it, he resumes the same doctrine in the 
beginning of the seventh chapter, under another 
similitude, and brings it to the like conclusion : — * For 
when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins [or 
passions] which were [discovered] by the law did 
work in our members, to bring forth fruit unto death; 
but now we are delivered from the law, that being 
dead [or being dead to that] wherein we were held, 
that we should serve [God] in newness of spirit, and 
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not in thu oldness of the letter; that je shoulii be 
married to auother, even to him who is raised from 
the dead, [who is without sin,] that we should hring 
forth fruit unto God.' Thej being dead i: 
aod the carnal mind, which is eoniity against God, 
iu which (a state of nature,} thoy hud been held, they 
then became as pure virgins, espoiit^ed unto hiui who 
had died for them in pure and matchleBS love, who 
cannot be joined to any unclean thing, in tl: 
covenant of cTerlasting love, light, and life e 
that they by him might bring forth fruit unto C 
which IB bolineGG, righteousness, truth, and peace, and 
not sin or eril. 

"And a third time the apostle proceeds, and inslstsa 
Upon the same doctrine, and finally established ic 
unalterably the same way : first, setting forth the= 
power of sin in the fiesh, uotwithstauding thi 
precepts of the law, which prove insufficient until 
come untoChriat, or until his power be iuwai 
revealed, by whom alone full freedom and delivers 
from sin in this life, and eternal ealratiou from 
wages thereof io another world, are come. ' 
apostle, speaking concerniog himself and the churcb^^ 
of Christ at that time, and the state they had been ii^^ 
before they believed in him, Baith, ' When we wer^ 
in the flesh, the motions of sins did work in ouV 
members,' ns above. The knowledge of sin comes by 
the law. Sin brings spiritual death, and, being d 
covered by the eominandi)iont, becomes exceeding 
filuful, The law is spiritual ; but man, iu his natunl 
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and fallen state, is carnal, a slave to his own corrup- 
tions, lusts, and sins; for though the law, which is 
light, and the commandment, which is as a burning 
lamp, discovers to man his duty, what he ought to 
do, and leave undone, yet, through the weakness of 
nature in its fallen state, and the suggestions of the 
evil one in the imaginations and carnal mind, (no 
good thing being in the flesh,) the apostle and others 
under the law were held captive, and under a long 
and hard struggle for liberty and victory, but could 
not obtain it by all the legal precepts, or rational 
assent unto them, or by his own learning or natural 
powers. He delighted in the law of God in his 
mind ; yet, seeing another law in his members, to be 
understood as the temptations of the evil one, working 
in the lusts and corruptions of the carnal mind, 
warring against the law of his mind, and bringing 
him into captivity to the law of sin, which was in his 
members, and seeing no way of deliverance from sin 
by the law of Moses, he cries out, as it were aloud, 
under a sense of the whole weight, force, and body 
of sin, and saith, * Ob, wretched man that I am ! who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death?' 

" Now, though the apostle, in all this, speaks as in 
the first person, setting forth the state he had. once 
been in, or rather the state in which the Jews were 
who had not believed in Christ, — for this apostle. had 
been,' touching the righteousness of the law, blame- 
less,' — yet it is plain that neither the apostle himself, 
nor the true believers and followers of Christ in that 
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day, were in that state of sin at that time, but r 

deemed from it. For instantly nfter tbe apoetle h 

thuB cried out, 'Who shall deliver m 

of this death ?' he immediately aod most conlfortaM 

answers, 'I ihank God, through Jesus Cbtiat our -^ 

Lord,' and adds, 'There ia therefore now no coo- 

demnatioQ to them which are in Christ Jesus, who ■ i 
walk Dot after the flesh, hut after the Spirit ; for the^^K 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made^^»e 
me free from the law of sin and death.' 

"Seeing the apostle speaks of n state of captivitj^^-^y 
and bondage under the law or power of sin and deatt:*~-^ll 
in this life, and of a stitte of redemption and frcedon^civ a 
from that liiw also, in this present world, by Christ 
iucludint: the aposile himself, and every lirini: meiuc . 
ber of tlie tnje cliurchj neither he, nor any other or« 
them as such, uould be in those two opposite states ^s 
the same time, or in so short a time as he was i^ 
writing that part of hia epistle ; which, in an ordinarrK 
way, might be in less than two hours; but sin beirwa 
reproved and condemned in them, by the nianit'ests- 1: 
tion of the Holy Spirit of Christ, and the rij^hteoo,^ 
ness of the law fulGlled in them, and they beco 
sons of God thereby, thej were gnidually led out ( 
Bin into all truth, according lo the promise of Chrii 
whose word is truth, and sure forever unto all wt'^o 
believe, love, and obey him. 

" And iilao, in another place, this apostle eonfinxM 
the same doctrine, with respect to the present salyJi- 
3 of the true disciples of Chri^ 
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in that day, where he saith, ' For we ourselves also 
were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving 
divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful, and hating one another ; but after that the 
kindness and love of God our Saviour towards man 
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy, he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly, through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour/ which must be done in 
this life, or. else there will be no entering the king- 
dom of God ; for no unclean thing can enter there. 

"The Apostle Paul having thus, in this epistle, 
fully preached the glorious doctrine of liberty from 
sin in this life, through Jesus Christ, the Word, Son, 
Wisdom, and Power of the Father, as he likewise 
preaches the same in divers others of his epistles, not 
necessary to be mentioned at this time, I proceed to 
prove the same doctrine, by the authority and testi- 
mony of the Apostle John, who preached it after the 
same manner, — that it may be established from the 
mouths of two so great and faithful witnesses. 

" 1st. That all have sinned and wanted salvation. 
2dly. That Christ died for all mankind. And 3dly. 
That all who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
follow him in the regeneration, are not only freed 
from all sin in this life, but eternally saved in that 
which is to come. 

" In the first place, the apostle reminds the church 

what was the testimony of the apostles unto them 

11 
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from the beginning of their preaching the gospel, and 
the certainty of it, as what they ' had heard, seen, and 
handled of the Word of Life '/ so that they certainly 
knew and were witnesses of the truth they delivered 
to others, * That God is light, and in him is no dark- 
ness at all.' 

'*In the next place, that they had formerly, in 
their natural state, been sinners, but, having confessed 
their sins to the Holy One, who in love and mercy 
convinceth and reproveth the world of sin, then his 
faithfulness and justice were made manifest in them, 
not only in the forgiveness of their sins against his 
law, but likewise in cleansing them from all the in- 
ward pollution of sin and unrighteousness. 

" If they had said they had not sinned, they would 
then have given God the lie, who sent his Son to save 
them from their sins; but though all have sinned, 
yet God, in infinite love, mercy, and goodness, hath 
sent his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, * to be a pro- 
pitiation for the sins of the whole world,' thereby 
declaring his mercy and goodness in him unto all 
mankind, to be testified in due time. And the sin 
and condemnation of the world stand in this : — that 
Christ is come into the world, not only as a man, and 
lifted up, but also as he is the true light, * which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world ;' but 
the world neither knoweth him, nor believeth in him, 
(as that light,) nor loveth him, but men rather love 
themselves, and darkness, wherein to act their own 
will and hide from themselves their own evil deeds. 
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"And although this divine eternal light reproveth 
and condemneth all sin and evil in mankind, yet 
faith therein doth not only restore and preserve from 
final perdition, but hath the promise of life eternal. 
And on the contrary, he that believeth not is under 
present condemnation, not for acts of sin and evil 
only, but because ' he hath not believed in the name 
of the only-begotten Son of God.' Thus is faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as he is lifted 
up and crucified, and likewise as he is the true and 
divine light, and that faith accompanied and evi- 
denced by good works, necessary and effectual for the 
redemption and present restoration of unbelieving, 
sinful, polluted mankind from under their present 
condemnation, and for their preservation unto life 
eternal. 

" And God the Father, through Jesus Christ the 
Son, hath given a saving gift of his divine Light, 
Spirit, Grace, and I'ruth, which is one and the same, 
unto all mankind, to lead, direct, and guide them, as 
an ever-living, infallible Teacher unto all, that who- 
soever shall believe therein, and repent of their sins, 
and obey him in his manifestations in their hearts, 
minds, and understandings, shall be surely led into 
all Truth, and consequently out of all untruth and 
error, which must be in this life, where sin, untruth, 
and error only are. The cause of such the Lord 
Jesus will advocate before the Father. 

"And as the knowledge of God and Christ is 
eternal life, so the evidence of that knowledge is the 
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keeping of bis commandments, and the love of the 
brethren. Whoever pretendeth to that knowledge, 
and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and 
Christ, who is the Truth, is not in him; he is a 
reprobate, and his sins remain upon him, notwith- 
standing the sufficiency of the propitiation in its own 
nature and to its general and proper end. But who- 
soever keepeth his Word, in him is the love of God 
perfected ; whereby such sanctified souls know not 
only that their sins are forgiven them, but that they 
are in him that is true, in whom there is no sin ; and 
such walk in the way of faithfulness and obedience 
to the Father in all things, even as Christ himself 
walked, who never sinned, — which sinless walking 
must refer to the Christian's conduct in this world, 
in order to be settled at last in the kingdom of glory, 
where nothing sinful or unclean, while so, can come. 
"And this apostle clearly distinguisheth three 
several states and orders in the universal church of 
Christ at that time ; that is to say, ' Little children, 
young men, and fathers;' and it hath ever been the 
same, from that day unto this, and ever will be, to 
the end of the world. He writes first to little chil- 
dren in Christ, that they should not sin ; for this 
apostle, as all the rest, having Once been such, knew 
the danger they were in of being enticed by the evil 
one mysteriously working in their own natural pro- 
pensities, aifections, passions, and desires, even after 
they had known something of the beginning of the 
work of Christ, the Word of God, in them ; and yet, 
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if sucb should sin, he, to preserve them from deapai: 
ittg of the mercy of Qod, through a cousciuusaess of 
tan and the uuciuautiuns of the evil one, renmrks the 
provision which is made for their safety, saying, ' 
auj man sin, ve have aa advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous.' Their sius wore forgifen 
them, and they knew the Father. 

" 2dly. The apostle writes unto the jouug me. 
Christ, Dot that they should not sin, they havin, 
taiued a further degree of growth and establishment, 
bat because they were strong through the iodtrelling 
of Christ, the Word of God, in them, and had thereby 
overcame the wiciced oue; and thcrj^ nua nothin 
then to lead them into sin, but they were preserve 
firom the sins and evils of the world, through the 
prayer and iuleruessioD of Christ, until they attained 
a further degree of knowledge of God, and in 
time became fathers. 

" 8dly. He wrote unto the fathers of the ohuroh,, J 
not us lo children, ihut they should not sia, nor : 
young men, who were not yet perfect iu knowledge, 
bat because they bad known bini who is from tha 
bepnning. They were uome to the certain infalliblft I 
knowledge of God and Christ, us sure as, and nmr& I 
BO than, they could koow the certainty of any obj 
knowable by hearing, seeing, or handling thereof^ ] 
They knew Christ, uot only as the Messiah sent of [ 
Ibe rather into the world iu human nature, but as 
U the Word of Life, manifested to them, and 
(hell. ; auJ that was the message of the apostles 
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the church (the congregation of G-od) from the he- 
ginning of the publication of the gospel, in order to 
true church-fellowship ; that as Christ is the Word 
of Life from the Father, so God is light, and in him is 
no darkness at all. And this message was thus 
declared by the apostles and messengers of Christ to 
the universal church of God, that they might have 
fellowship with them whose fellowship was with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ, which plainly 
implies the presence of the Father and Son divinely 
and sensibly in them, and in every true and living 
member of that holy and saved body, where no sin, 
uncleanneas, op unrighteousness can remain or come. 
For they who live in sin live in darkness, and are 
dead unto God while they live in the world ; and 
when they pretend to fellowship with God and Christ 
in his church, they lie, and do not the truth, but 
continue in sin, and have only a church and fellow- 
ship therein of their own inventing and composing, 
and not of the Lord ; for as the Father and Son are 
one, a divine and eternal light, in whom there is no 
darkness, good works are the evidence of true faith 
in him ; and even so, walking and having conversa- 
tion in and through this present world of darkness, 
in and by that light, is the true and only test of 
fellowship with God and Christ, and the universal 
church of Christ, wherever hidden, dispersed, or 
visible in the world, — all the members of this holy 
Christian fellowship having not only all their trans- 
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gressions pardoned, but are also cleansed, by the blood 
and Spirit of Christ, from all sin. 

"Though I have been long upon this necessary 
and important doctrine of the apostles of Christ, let 
your patience bear a little longer, till I add some 
more texts out of the same epistle of the latter in 
further confirmation of the same doctrine, where he 
eaith, 'Every man that hath this hope in him [that 
is, of seeing the Lord as he is] purifieth himself, even 
as he is pure; and in him is no sin. Whosoever 
abideth in him sinneth not; whosoever sinneth hath 
not seen him, neither known him. Whosoever is 
born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed 
remaineth in him, and he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God.' It is therefore evident that as many 
as receive the Word of God, by whom the world was 
made, Ho them he gives power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his name, — who 
are born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God.' 

" Now, I would have the auditory to observe that 
this epistle of John was written chiefly to preserve 
the church of God from being seduced from the 
teachings of Christ, the Word of life, of which they 
were born, by the antichrists in those days, who at- 
tempted to draw them therefrom back into the rites 
of the law of Moses, eff'ectually ended by the coming 
and manifestation of Christ the Lord, as appears by 
these parts of the epistle, where it is said, * Little 
children, it is the last time, [or dispensation,] and as 



■I 



E F M E M O 1 



e heard that antiohrist shall c 






are there many antiehristsj vlieri^by we know it \a 

the laat time. They weut out from un, but the; were 

not of us; for if thej had been of ns, they would, no 

doubt, have coatioued with ua ; but they went out, 

that they might be uiudo manifest that they were not 

ali of ua ; but ye have an unction from the tloly One, 

Land ye know all things.' 'These things have I 

n unto you oonceTning thoni that seduce you; 

Bkut the attointing which yo have received of him 

Rftbideth in you, and ye need nnt that any man teach 

the same anointing teueheth you of all 

^thing.s, and is truth, and h no lie; and even as it 

Hth taught you, ye shall abide in him.' 

"And the successors of those antichrists, and their 

liflnpporters, who have froni age to age, even until now, 

[led and composed unto themselves images nod 

nesses of religion and worship fnmi mistuken, 

wrested, and misapplied tests and portions of tha 

' Holy Scriptures, intormixed with many inventions and 

imaginutiuuB of their own, and imposed their forgeries, 

by violence of persecution, upon the church of CImst 

aud mankind, are still, under various names and 

forms, the chief opposers that Christ and bis true 

ind doctrine, which in itself is the same 

V as then, do meet within this generation. Those 

ichrists had once been professors of Christ, and 

ft many of them then were, as to his outward coming in 

■ ibe flefih, but hud gone out and apostatized ^m ib%i 
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of God, and the fellowship of the faithful therein, 
denying thereby the Lord who bought them, attempt- 
ing to draw the church of God after themselves and 
their false teachings, and to establish the rites and 
righteousness of the law of Moses, in their own erro- 
neous sense; together with their own heterodox 
sentiments concerning the faith of Christ, imposed 
by persecution and antichristian violence. So it is 
now, by the same spirit, in like mercenary members, 
who come in their own names and wills, and not in 
the name, will, and power of the Lord, and seek and 
propagate their own interest, honor, power, and glory 
only, and not the Lord's, nor the good of mankind, 
but to make a prey and advantage of them unto 
themselves. 

" These things having passed after this manner, I 
drew to a conclusion thus : — ' That though by nature, 
as we are the offspring of the first Adam, we have a 
seed of evil or sin in us, which springing up, and we, 
acting according to its motions, being influenced by 
the evil one, become guilty before God, yet, as we 
receive and believe in and unite with Christ, the 
Word of God, the second Adam, the Lord from 
heaven, the quickening Spirit, and are witnesses 
of his work in our hearts, we become born of him, 
that Seed, who never fell, or could fall, children of 
God, and heirs of his precious promises, partakers 
of the divine nature, and have present redemption 
from under the power of sin and Satan.' 

" During all this time, which held above an hour, 
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the people were verj still, but their mini, 
ful, and interrupted me often, for he euv 
took irith them ) but sevL'tul of the justices J 
hetided hini opRiil; divers times, and he wi 
down uud disuouFuged. 

" When I had done, he answered that ' 
not u juKt man npoD the earth that doeth g(H>d>| 
sioneth not,' and that ' if we say we have do ein WB 
deceive ouraelvea;' with eouie such things in favoi 
of sin, very short, and bo sat down. 

"I replied thut I had alreudy repeated one of 
those tflilB of Scripture, and some others to the same 
purpose, (for I intended at first to aoticipate him in 
what tlicy usually Bl!e)j;e in favor of that pernicious 
doctrine, of ma term of life,) and tbat whatsoever was 
written in the law was to them who were under it. 
It is true, while wen were under that law which 
gave the knowledge of sin, but did not redeem from 
it, all these things were true as to them. For the 
law made nothing perfect ; but the bringing in of a 
better hope doth ; which hope is ' Christ in ub tbo 
hope of glory,' the law of the Spint of life hy Christ, 
^hieh, received and believed in, worketh in us a 
conformity to the will of Grod, which the law of Moses 
could not do, as I huve already proved, 

"This oppoaer was very angry at all this, uid 
eeventl times broke out into opprobrious language, 
and false charges against us as a people ; but several 
of the magistrates reproved him. Captain BasaeC, . 
alleging still that the apoiitle was in thut uinful i| 
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wretched state when he wrote that epistle, undertook 
the argument, but advanced nothin<:^ new, only the 
weakness of nature since the fall, and how easily we 
are prevailed upon to sin. Whereupon I took the 
Bible again, and showed him in the same chapter 
that the apostle speaks only of a state under the 
law, but was not in that condition himself at that 
time, in these words : — * For when we were hi the flesh, 
the motions of sin which were by the law did work 
in our members to bring forth fruit unto death ; but 
now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held, that we should serve in new- 
ness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.' 
Here it is evident that the apostle speaks of two very 
differing states, — of sin, in which they had once been 
whilst in the flesh, or carnal mind, and of freedom 
from sin in the spirit; and they could not be in those 
two opposite states at the same time. By the law the 
power of sin is made manifest, reproved, and con- 
demned in the mind and understanding; but sin is 
not thereby, nor can it by any outward law, be 
subdued and slain, until man beheve, repent, re- 
ceive, follow, and obey the law of the Spirit of life, 
which not only reproves and condemns for sin, but 
destroys it. 

" Now, that wherein we are captivated, and held 
in our first and natural state, is our carnal mindj 
which, being * enmity against God,' neither is nor can 
be, as such, subject unto his law; but that enmity 
being slain and crucified by the cross of Christ, the 
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grace and spirit of God, and the body of sin de- 
stroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin, then 
the reproving and condemning power of the law 
ceaseth to work in the soul; for they who are 
Christ's ^ have crucified the flesh, with the affections 
and lusts.' 

"And though they who are in the flesh cannot 
please God, yet the apostle, by ' the flesh,' doth not 
mean the natural body, but the carnal mind ; for be 
saith, ' But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, 
if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now, 
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his.' 

" By this time, the Truth being in some measure 
over the people, they were generally calm and silent ; 
and being asked if they were satisfied, they made no 
reply, only one pettish justice said no ; and Captain 
Basset, being desirous of further dispute, said he 
could not yet believe that mankind could be freed 
from sin in this life ; but neither of them assigned 
any foundation or cause for their unbelief. Then 
their ministers, taking fresh encouragement from 
them, blustered out several harsh and false charges 
and railing accusations against us as a people, which 
I took in writing, and put him upon his proof, viz. : 

" 1st. That the Quakers hold lying and damnable 
principles. 

" 2dly. That the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament are the ground of faith and rule of life. 

"Both which I denied, and Dut him upon his 
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proof, which he undertooli, and began thus, vi 
'The nurJs of the charge aeem harsh, but I canDot 
help it : the nature of the thing requires it, and it is 
not I that bring the charge, but God, upon thi 
disobedience. For, as it is written, " he that suith, I 
kDow biro, and keepeth not his com nmn dm outs, is a, 
liar, and the truth ia not in him," Nun, our blessed 
Xiord hath commanded, us you will find it written in 
the 2Stt chapter of Matthew, at the 19th mid 20th 
verses, " Go ye, therefure, and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them to 'ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded yon; 
and lo, I am with yon alwayn, even unto the end of 
the world." ifow, theae people living in the avowed 
neglect of tliia great coramuudment, and yet pretend- 
ing to know God, and the way of God, they are liars, 
and the truth is not in them; therefore all sober 
Christian people ought to beware of them And sbua 
them as deceivers.' 

" To this I answered that if by this Scripture ha 
understood water-baptiam, as I apprehended he did, 
he mistook it ; for every institution of Christ is pjiiin 
and esplieit, and water not being mentioned there, 
he must prove it, if he could, some other way. But 
if it were water-baptism, then he himself, and all of 
his communion, living in neglect of this command- 
ment, (as he imagines it to be,) are equally if not 
guilty, — not being in the practice of any baptiam 
tufed by Christ, or in use in his church in 
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^^^1 tbe days of Lis ftpoNtloK, ur for some bnndreds of ^ears 
^^^1 after, either as to the mnnner, iostrumeot, or subjects 
^^^B of baptism. For Epriukling is no baptism, nor are 
^^^^ infants the subjects of it ; for the words of ifae text 
^^^1. are, ' Teach all natioDs, baptizing them in [or ratber 
^^H into] the name of the Father, H,nd of the Sun, nod of 
^^H-ibe Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all tbinga 
^^^H vbutsoever I hove commanded you,' &a. 
^^^B "The instrument of baptism here, according to 
^^^K ^our minister, is water, nod the manner of applying 
^^^B it, as is well hnown, and as the word itself signiSes, 
^^^H IB by )^ing into the water and washing, particularly 
^^H the feet, therein. The subjects were not infants, but 
^^^ such us were capable not Only of being taught, or 
made disciples and believers, but likewise of observing 
and doiog all things which Christ had taught his 
^^_ disciples, of which infanta are not capable. And if 
^^^L Christ had commanded his disciples to baptize with 
^^^1 water, and they had only sprinkled, they had not 
^^^B then obeyed him, but acted another thing in their 
^^^1 own wills, and mnde themselves transgressors. And 
^^^H 'if Christ had sent his disciples with such a message, 
^^^^ as it is plain he did not, what is that to tbia man, or 
^^^H any such ? Who sent them to do so ? 
^^^H " Then the priest replied, nnd said he did not 
^^^H Sprinkle infants, I answered, 'What dost tbou, thenf 
^^^B Dost thou pour water on their faces olT tby htind f 
^^^B I Or dost thou wash their faces with it? for it eeema 
^^^B thou dost not baptize them. If not, thou dost not 
^^^^ obey the commandment in thy own sense, if it were 
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a command to thee. But this is only a low equivocal 
evasion.' 

" He replied, ^ You have no baptism at all ; and 
the question is not whether we are in the right mode 
of baptizing, but whether you do, or not, break 
Christ's command in the neglect of it in any form. 
And seeing you do neglect it, you are liars, and hold 
lying principles.' 

" Then, directing my answer to the people, I said, 
' The question on this head is equally applicable. 
Who is in the right, or who is in the wrong ? and 
not only whether you be in the right mode of water- 
baptism, but whether you have any at all; and it 
appears, as above, you have not; and whether that be 
water-baptism in the text, where water is not men- 
tioned, as your minister hath suggested,, but not 
proved, and only begged the question, which I have 
not granted. And whether they who neglect or 
omit water-baptism be liars, and hold lying prin- 
ciples. As to us, whom he thus accuseth, we have, 
through the mercy of God, the true baptism here 
commanded, which is that of the Spirit, of which 
this man is no competent judge, being ignorant of 
that great and saving work of the baptism of the Son 
of God. I add one question more: — Who sent him, 
and such as him, either to baptize or sprinkle ? It 
doth not appear that they are sent of Christ ; but if 
he hath sent them to baptize, and they do not so, but 
only rantize, then they break his command by theii 
own rule; and when they say to a child, '^I baptize 
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thee/' or to others present, '^ I baptize this child, in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost," they 
then lie in and unto that great name of the Holy 
One, and before the people, who are yet so blind as 
not to see they are acting upon false and lying prin- 
ciples. 

" ^ The Lord gave a command to his eleven apostles 
to preach unto, and disciple or baptize, all nations; 
but what is that to these men now, who assume upon 
themselves a bare, imperfect, and mistaken imitation 
of it, in which they send one another with carnal and 
corrupt views, in both the senders and sent, without 
any command from God, but from men, who know 
nothing of the mind of God, nor at all seek it therein, 
nor have any power from him in what they do ? For 
a command of that nature to the apostles is none to 
any one else, unless he be likewise qualified, endued, 
and sent by the same power. For if this was water- 
baptism, as it is evident it was not, then it would 
have been a command and sufficient mission to the 
Apostle Paul, who, though not behind the chief of 
the other apostles as to any gift or qualification 
necessary to a gospel minister, and "labored more 
than they all," assures us that " Christ sent him not 
to baptize, but to preach the gospel." And as he 
was in a particular manner the minister of the Gen- 
tiles, and messenger of the promise of God unto them, 
to " turn them from darkness unto light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God," none can succeed him in 
baptizing with water who had it not by command 
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from Christ himself. And as that great apostle could 

not justly be accused and stigmatized as a neglecter 

and breaker of the command of Christ in that case, 

or a liar and holder of lying principles, when he 

thanked God he had not proceeded any further than 

he did in a practice for which he had no command 

or authority, neither can nor ought we. But being 

in so good company therein, and having no command 

from Christ to baptize or sprinkle, or pour on water, 

or any way at all to use it herein, we cannot honestly 

be charged with any neglect of it, nor be called liars 

therefor, nor holders of lying principles ; but men of 

truth, assuming nothing to ourselves but what we 

have freely received from the Lord, the gift of his 

^race, in which we minister freely, without money and 

"without price, and therefore all sober Christians ought 

leather to receive us and our Christian testimony for 

"^ruth, and to shun the mercenary hirelings of the 

tiinies, of every form, and beware of those as deceivers 

^ho falsely accuse and calumniate us , for it is written, 

*^ He that receiveth you receiveth me ; and he that 

Tcceiveth me receiveth him that sent me.'- 

"'Though it is not incumbent upon me to prove 
that water-baptism was not commanded in that text, 
but upon your minister, [to prove that it was,] and 
he hath not done it, yet, for your sakes, and of my 
friends present, I find my mind engaged to endeavor 
to make it manifest that it was not water-baptism, but 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, — the first being the 
baptism of John, and the latter of Christ. 
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John the Baptist wbs seut of fJoii to preaek* 
pantance to the Jews, and to baptize them with water, 
that they should believe in one to come after 
him, whoni they did not then kuow, but thut he was 
among the people, and ready to appear ; that li« 
wna a baptizer superior to hiuiself, and shouid baptize 
them with a more exeellent baptisra ; and that was 
Christ. John was the servant, and his baptism wag 
with water, (ind was to decrease, and coDsef|uently 
come to an end ; but Christ is the Son of God, mi 
his baptism is with t!ie Holy Ohost and divine sancti- 
fying fire, and increuseth and reinaineth unto the end 
of the world ; and as Christ fulfilled all the righteoos- 
neea of the law of Mosea in his own person, so like- 
wise as John's baptism, in point of time, came before 
his, though he needed no repentance, not huviog 
sinned, tt was incumbent upon him to fulfil the 
righteousness of that dispensation likewise; and 
therefore he was baptized of John, as others were. 
Thus, concentring in himself all the righteousness 
of the typical dispcnsatinnR of Uod, he became from 
thenceforth the sole Dispenser of righteousiiees tioto 
all nations and people, throughout all generations, 
unto the end of the world, and he himaelf is that 
essential righteousness in his own nature. And 
therefore, as soon as he had fulfilled all that right- 
eousness, he began to be made manifest, and to preaell 
repentance to the Jews, as John did, that being mMt 
neoesaary to their sinful state, declaring the kin<^om 
of God to be at hand to that people; for he wu 
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sent at that time, nor in that manner, to the Gentiles ; 

and, calling disciples, he sent them forth among the 

Jews, declaring him to be the Messiah, and preaching 

in his name the same doctrine, and baptizing with 

the same baptism, as to the mode and instrument of 

it, but with this distinction as to the application and 

end of it : John with water unto repentance, not in 

any name declared, but in him who was to come 

after ^ but the disciples of Christ preached the same 

doctrine, and baptized with the same baptism, but in 

the name of the Lord Jesus as the true object of 

faith, declaring him to be the Messiah, of whom 

Aloses and the prophet-s wrote, now already come and 

made manifest, not unto repentance only, but for the 

ireuiission of sins repented of, in the name of him who 

"Vras shortly to be offered up unto God, a propitiation 

for the sins of the whole world. 

" 'And it is said that Jesus made and baptized more 
disciples than John, yet he did not baptize any in his 
own person : that was below the dispensation John 
had ascribed unto him, which is a dispensation of 
eternal substance of light, life, virtue, and power, and 
not of shadows or symbols. 

" * The apostles and disciples of Christ being thus in 
the practice of water-baptism, and other services of 
that day, the Lord, when they were able to bear it, 
plainly told them who he was, — that is, the Way, tlie 
Truth, and the Life, — and foretold them of his suffer- 
ing a little before it came to pass ; of his departure 
from them; that he must go away as to his bodily 
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presence, but should come again in Spirit, bj wbith 


Le should be in them as their Comforter; and this 




promise be made in the Futher's name, which (ma Vi 




come to pass as the effeat of bis owu pniyer and 


\ 


intercession 


1 ** 


"'And, accordingly, after he hod suffered, and 


■^ 


fluished bia testimony on earth, and was riaen from 








6e\enil infallible proiifs of it. And the apostles being 




present with him io a place appointed a Httle befors 




he ascended into heaven, he said unto them, ''All 




power is given unto me in heaven and in earl.h, and 




repentance and remission of sins must be preucbed in 




my name unto all nations, beginning at Jerasalem; 


.. 




,. ■ 


and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttsr- 


-.-; 


most part of the earth." "Go je, therefore, leach all 




nations, baptizing them in the came ol* the Father, 


o "^ 


and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teacbing them 


.^ 


to observe all things whatsoever I have commaniled 


you." "And lo, I am with you always, even unto the 




end of the world." "Go ye into all the world, and 




preach the gospel to every creature: he that belie velh, 




and is baptized, shall be saved, but b^ thut believcth 


"•- 


not shall be damned." "And behold, I send the 


1 « 


promise of my Father upon you. But tarry ye in 




the city of Jeruaalem until ye be endued with power 




from on Linb." "But ye shall receive power sftef 


i 


that the Holy Ghost is come upon you." " For John 
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tfuly bapti/ed with water; but ye slinll be baptizi 
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence." 

" ' Here tbeir misHion and work were greatly e 
larged : before, they, as well as hiiiiBelf, were co 
fined to the Jews only, uuttl he had finished his tc 
tiniony unto them on earth ; but now they are so 
to all nations under heaven. They had been before I 
baptized with John's water-baptisDi, and they had I 
baptized many in tho name of the Lord, without any I 
other power from on high, with the same baptisi 
bnt now they themselves were to be bnptized with a i 
niore escellent baptism, foretold by John, — the hup- 1 
tiBm of Christ, which was with the Holy Ghost, e 
divine, holy, soul-cleansing fire; and tljen, and not ] 
before, they were to go out in that glorious, wonder- 
ful, and powerful name. For after the Lord, had 
given them this oommand, to go and tPBch . 
' nations, baptising them, &o., he restrained them bj; I 
a. subsequent order from going by virtue of that ci 
Jnand only, until they were actually endued with ' 
power from the Father, saying, "But ye shall receiTe 1 
power after that the Holy Ghost is come npon you ; 1 
for John truly baptized with water; but ye shall ha ] 
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence." 
It is clear that the Lord Christ spake all these things 
at the same time to his apostles, with plain conneo 
tioB, very intelligible to any unprejudieed under 
standing, though they are dispersed in the Scriptures, I 
and some part recorded by one Evangelist and s 
by another, and not entirely by any one of thcni. He ] 
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distiDguiahetli between the buptiHm of Juh: 
wutor, thea in practice aad shortly to be superset 
AEid cease in poiat of obligntiun, and the buplism of 
Cliriet hioiself by the Spirit, whicb, as it ia the gflepd 
baptism aod dispeDsatioti, was iiot then couimenced, 
Dur could be, until Cbrist ascended and wus glurified 
with the Bame glory that he bad with the Father 
before the wurld wag made. The Lord Christ doth 
Dot mention, in all this, any other water-baptlaiu but 
that of John, in distinction to the bapClsia of the 
Spirit, which he eatabliaheth alone, ae his pormaiient, 
necessary, and saving baptism to the end of the world. 
Nor ia it at all probable that Christ would institute 
water-haptisni, whieh they were already in the prae- 
tice of, by his own authority and oouatenance, that 
had its time and use ulready, and not so much w 
name water iu the words of the institution, but by 
way of coutradisti nation and precaution, lest they 
should so far mistake in bo gruat and necessary a 
point as to think he instituted another wuter-bap- 
tisui. And though they were apostles of Christ, and 
had received Boine degree of the Spirit, and were 
thereby sanctified, so far as to be fitted fur the sei- 
fices tu which they had been hitherto called, yet ihey 
ll»ere not at this time so thoroughly converted, i» 
r und era Ian dings so far opened, as to know either 
nature of this baptism or the extept of their 
uiissiou therein. For worldly views hud prepos- 
used their minds anil misguided their judgiiieutK 
r the present, until the Holy Ghost came and wa^. 
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manifosted in them, by his owq divino and powerful 
influence and work ; for lo all that Christ said to 
ihera on that subject they answered iike men deeply 
prepossessed with viewa and sentiments of Christ and 
his kingdom, qnite contrary to the nature of it and 
tlie Truth,-— after a carnal manner Boyint;, "Lord, , 
wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom of 
Israel ?" 

'' ' It is not to be admired, therefore, that none of 
them understood Christ, either as to the nature or 
extent of their mission, at that time, until Peter was 
sunt to the house of Cornelius, who was a Gentile, 
— which was about eight years after this command. 
Till then, notwithstanding the plain, intelligible words 
of Christ, they still thought salvation was confined 
unto themselves, the Jews only, until Christ himself 
demonstrated the contrary by matter of fact, in bup- 
' tizing Oornelius and his household with the Holy 
Ghost by the ministry of Peter; and then hia under- 
standing was opened and enlarged, and the rest like- 
wise, who bad yet remained ignorant, were, by his 
relation of the oirourastancee of the whole matter, 
oonvinced, both as to the nature and extent of their 
commission, that it is a spiritual baptism and dispen- 
sation, wherein salvation is offered, through Christ, 
unto all nations and a^s, to the end of the world. 

" ' But though the Spirit of Christ leadeth those 
who believe and follow him into all Truth, yet not all 
at once, but as we poor, low, weak mortals are mr 
able to bear, from one degree of conviocement, illu- 
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miuiititiii, BunctificiitioD, uni]er»tauding, ezpc 
Dod knowledge, to auotber, under tbe coaduoC of ■ 
Spii'it, until we arrire at as great perfeotion a 
nature is capnble of in this present world, wbit^ 
uo small degree, in order to be oonipletelj fitted <!( 
far greater glory, and full establiahraenl, in 
exeelleiit world to come, iji life evorlaetiag.' 

" TliG priest gave many uattinnncrly iuterrupUoiM 
during tbia time, but wua sotnetimes reproved by the 
justices, especially by Cnptain Basset, wbu had great 
ttway, though one of the youngest luen among tbctn, 
but of good temper and understanding. His rf^aauDS 
for interrupting me, he said, were these : — ' That if 
he did not answer thiugs as they were moved, he 
would forget great part of them, and so they might 
pass unauswereil and take with the people.' How- 
ever, I came at length to inform the people how this 
error of sprinkling came to take pluce in New Eng- 
land, viz., 'by the coming over of some of the 
ancient Puritans, IndependentH, aud Presbyterians 
ioio tbat country, not then iu that point fully re- 
formed from the church of Home, the orij-'iual maio- 
tuiner of tbat pernicioua error, by whom it was con- 
tinued. And, seeing spiiukling is no bapfiara, yoo 
have uone at all, but an old invention and relic of the 
church of Borne. Wherefore 1 eshort you to bulieve 
iu the Lord Jesus Christ, the Sou of God, that you 
may be baptised of hiiu, and saved, since he himself 
hath said, as on boly record, " He that belicveth ajid^ 
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is baptized shall be saved ; but he that belicveth not 
shall be damned." ' 

*' The priest stormed much at this, saying to a 
Friend, as I was speaking, * See how smooth he goes 
and makes all look as even as he pleases : let him 
alone, and the people will take all this for granted 3* 
and then arose violently from his seat and interrupted 
me, so that I could not finish that part as I intended. 
And yet I thought much of what I had said remained 
with the more intelligent sort of the people. 

" To all this my opponent made no reply, but began 
to maintain his charge as well as he could, ' that the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the 
ground of faith and rule of life.' He attempted first 
to prove that the Scriptures are the Word of God, 
and that as such they are the ground of faith and rule 
of life, thus : — ' Christ, reproving the Scribes and 
Pharisees concerning their traditions, told them 
<< they had made the Word of God of none efiect 
thereby;" and seeing he here expressly calls the 
Scriptures th6 Word of God, consequently they must 
be the ground of faith and rule of life.' 

" To which I answered, * That the particular sub- 
ject there treated of is the fifth commandment, not 
the Scriptures, where the Lord Christ chargeth them 
with laying aside the commandment of God and 
giving contrary commandments of their own, reject- 
ing the commandment of God, that they might keep 
their own tradition. So that what is called the Word 
of God in the 13th verse of that chapter is the fifth 

13 
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commandment, and not the Scriptures. And the 
Evangelist Matthew, writing of the same passage, calls 
it the commandment all along throughout the chap- 
ter, and never calls it the Word of God ; nor doth 
the Scripture anywhere call itself the Word of God, 
but gives that title justly and properly to Christ, in 
his spiritual appearance, both in the Old and New 
Testament ; first in the Old, where it is written, '^ For 
this commandment, which I command thee this day, 
it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off, <&c., 
but the Word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it." 

"'This was not any of the ten commandments 
written on tables of stone, though indeed the root of 
all the commandments of God, nor was there much 
of the Scripture then written ; but this was the Spirit 
of Christ before his incarnation, of whom Peter tes- 
tifies that he was in the prophets, and testified 
beforehand his sufferings, in the flesh, and that many 
hundred years before his manifestation therein, and 
the glory that should follow; of whom the Apostle 
Paul likewise bears testimony, in these words : — " The 
righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise : 
Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? 
£that is, to bring Christ down from above,] or, Who 
shall descend into the deep? [that is, to bring up 
Christ again from the dead :] but what saith it ? The 
Word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart ; that is the Word of faith which we preach.*' 
And the word " we,'* in this place, shows that it was 
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not the testimony of that apostle only, but likewise 
of all the rest of the apostles and ministers of Christ 
in that day, that Christ himself is the only Word of 
ihe Father, and there is not another. 

" 'Again, the Evangelist John testifies of Christ 
after this manner: — ''In the beginning was the "Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
All things were made by him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. He was in the 
World, and the world was made by him, and the world 
knew him not. And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us," &c. Now, these things cannot be 
truly, or with any sense, said of the Scriptures; for 
"the Spirit of Christ is not the Scriptures, though they 
testify of him. The Scriptures never ascended into 
Leaven, neither did they descend into the deep and 
rise again; neither are the Scriptures the Word of 
faith; neither were they in the beginning, nor are 
they God, nor was any thing at all made by them. 
But all things were made sonie thousands of years 
before there were any Scriptures in the world,* which 
was not (any now extant) until the days of Moses, 
who wrote but a small part of them. Nor does the 
world now know God, or the Word of God, by the 
Scriptures; nor were they ever made flesh. They 
are not, therefore, the Word of God, and consequently 
not that rule, by your minister's own way of reason- 
ing ; but, as the Apostle Peter testifies, " That no 
prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpre- 
tation ; for the prophecy came not in old time by the 
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will of wmi ; but liolj men uf God spake bb tliey 
moved by the Holy Gboat." 

"'And cDDcerniDg those Scriptufes which Peter 
speaka of, the Scriptures of the New Tealjinient not 
being then written, the Lord Jesas said to the Jews, 
who had thcu, though tfaey did not understand them 
or know him by them, "Ye have not his [the 
Father's] word abiding in you; for whom he hath 
sent, him ye believe not. Search tlie Scriptures; fur 

I in them ye think jc have eternal life ; and they are 

they which teatify of me ; and ye will not come U> 
me that ye may have lifu." Here Christ, the Word 
of God, is again distinguished from the Scriptures: 
they are not that Word, but bear testimony of him J 
and so do the Scriptures of both Testamenls still, and 
will through ages to came. But I beseech you to 
beware lest, while you seem to magnify the Scrip- 
tures,' as the Jews did, you likewise fall into the like 
errors, and they become of none effect also unto yoDj 
tlirou"h. your own vain inventions and traditions, and 
fall short of eternal life, as they did, through a wilful 
neglect of the manifestations, admooitiuns, and opera- 
tions of the Spirit of Christ, the Word of God, in 
your own hearts, — the grnce of God given unto yon, 
in you, as a free and cO'nstaDt teacher in the way of 
truth and salvatioo ; and lest you be found of the 
number of those at last of whom it is prophesied, ia 
the Iloly Scriptures, " The time will come when ihey 
will not endure sound doctrine, but after tbeirowi) 

^^^_ lusts shall they heap to thcm^clres teachers, hai^E^^ 
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itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears 
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.*' ' 

" Then I said to the people, 'I was willing to carry 
the subject and argument this length for your infor- 
mation, because I fully desire the welfare and salva- 
tion of every one of you ; but your teacher unaware 
gave up his own cause in his own way of reasoning. 
For, upon a wrong supposition that the Scripture is 
the Word of God, he grounded his position,^ that it 
is the ground of faith and rule of life ; whereas the 
Scripture itself saith, " Faith is the gift of God,*' and 
consequently not acquired by reading or hearing the 
Scriptures, which the Jews had, and highly esteemed, 
as much as you can do, and yet did not believe in 
Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

"*I shall now invert this assertion, and establish 
the point contrary to his doctrine, in a few words, and 
say that what, or whoever, is the Word of God, the 
same is the ground of faith and rule of life. But 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and not the Scriptures, is the 
Word jof God, in whom dwells all the fulness of the 
Godhead substantially. He is the wisdom and power 
of the Father, and therefore is the ground of faith-,, 
the faith of the operation of God by him, and the- 
rule and ruler of that life of which himself is the 
author and giver.' 

" Then I informed the people that we ever had'> 
a great esteem for the Scriptures, believing them to 
be given by divine inspiration, (the priest having, in 
our discourse, urged that passage where it is said,, 

13* 
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'The Scripture is able to nrnke jou wise unto salva- 
tion," leaving out, ' through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus,' which, is the main point,) but they wake irise 
unto salvation only through faith id Christ, so that 
faith muet go before; and the apostles believed before 
their underalandiuga were opened to know the Scrip- 

At this period the Indiana were extremely hostile 
to the whites, who were greatly alarmed, and out 
Friend, on reBching Salisbury, (where several persODS 
had recently been hilled,) found that most of the 
people in the neighborhood had brought their funiiliea 
into the town, to be under the proteutioo of the gar- 
rison. He, however, trusting in divine protection 
rather than in man, felt it his duty to lodge at the 
house of one Henry Dow, which was situuted in b 
position of great apparent danger, being close to the 
forest and at a oouBiderable distance from the furt. 
Henry Dow's mother-in-law, who resided in the bouse 
with them, alarmed at tbe remoteness of their 8ttua- 
tion, had frcqueutly urged them to remove into the 
town where the garrison wae, for greater safety ; bnt 
her daughter, trusting id the divine protection, aoald 
not for a long time consent to this, fearing that, if 
they should give way to distrust and fear, some evil 
would certainly overtake them. Finally, overperauuded 
by her mother, she yielded, and removed to the town, 
where she was in cunstnnt fenr of Indians, which at 
home she had been entirely free from ; and, what WM 
.most remarkable, the ntother, having left si 
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matters at the liaui» near tbe forest, returned there 
to bring. them theuce, and vaa killed b; some lodiaDB 
who were lyiug in ambush near the towQ ; and on 
the same day two young Friends going to their work 
Dear the town, ono of them carrying a gun, and the 
-other unarmed, were attaukcd, and he that carried 
the guo was killed, while the other was unmolested. 
TTbese instances, like mnny similar ones related by 
our early Frieuda, go clearly to prove that if men are 
feichfal and aineereij give up themselves and all that 
■they have to the divine keeping, they need not in 
SDj case resort to arms, even in self-defeaac, but are 
safe and fearless in the midst of danger. 

Thomas Story was much concerned during this state 
of flffaira about tbe appointing of meetings at distant 
places in the woods, lext any should be slain whilst 
going to attend them, and fearful that blame might he 
cast upon himself as accessory to it, and an (he cause 
of Truth ; but, waiting on the Lord, the way was made 
clear before him, and ail fear and doubt vanishod, so 
that he was encouraged to go straight forward in his 
work, Among other discourses which he has pre- 
served in his journal of this visit to New England is 
a reply to a, certain Baptist who pleaded to him the 
necessity of the temporal sword in general, and of its 
use being allowable even under the gospel dispensa- 
tion, on the ground of its being unavoidable for tbe 
restraint of robbers, murderers, and such crirainals 
vho resisted the civil authority, and also for the 
defence of cations unjustly invaded. Though this 
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plea is Q strong one, we tliink Thomas Story Laa fol^!^ 
defended the views of the Bocietj of Frieuds on that 
subject in the foDowiog remarka: — 

" To thia I aaawered, ' That the aword there men- 
tioned is not, aa I apprehend, the sword of dcstrua- 
tion, nation ugaiost nation, nor the necessity of the 
nse of snch a sword in the civil state, but rather the 
BWord of civil justice in execution of civil, temporal, 
and lightcoua laws, whereby the civil tuagistrate is, 
or ought to be, " a terror to the evil-doer," and n safe- 
guard " and praise to them that do well," 

" He replied, ' That if force by arms were not to be ' 
need in apprehending tliieves, rubbers, and the like, 
they would not submit to be apprehended and 
brought to justice, but go on by force to do those 
mischiefs.' 

" To thia I replied, ' Thnt, magiatraoy being Ood'e 
ordinance to that and other good and s^ilutary ends, 
the countenance of Gud is with the civil officer in bis 
JQRt prosecution and esecutiou of hie office; and the 
Almighty, having power over nil spirits, for the moel 
part strikes a terror into evil-doers when they are 
discovered and accused, so that it is very raxe that 
any such resist the powers by force, but by stealth 
only. Plowever, force ujay be allowed in this case, in 
the hand of a proper officer, whose bui^inegs and dutjr 
it is to apprehend and bring to justice furious and 
incorrigible transgressors of the righteous laws and 
J of men for tlie just rule of countries and 
But here I must distinguish bet*oeu the 
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iDgdoin of Christ aad the kingdoina of this world, in 
order to bring this mattor to a right understanding 
and period. The Lord, by several of his prophela, 
hatb foretold that " he shall j udge nniong viaay people, 
ind rehuke strong oatioos afar off; BDd thcj shall 
beat their Rwords ioto ploughshares, and their spears 
into pruning-books: nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall thej learn war any more." 
This is to eonie to pass under the new covenant, of 
which Christ the Son of Ood is Mediator, whoso doc- 
trine tends to the fulfilling of it iu all who believe 
and obey the gospel. For he saith, " Ye have heard 
that it bath been said, Thou shalt tove thy neighbor 
and hate thine enemy ; bat I say unto you. Love 
your enemies, hless them that curse you, and do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them who despite- 
fuUy use you and porsocute you ;" and that we should 
not be angry without a cause, nor lust. He preached 
perfection, which being aceomphshed in the heart hy 
tbe holy powerful spirit of him who preached this doc- 
bine, ali lust is taken away and destroyed, whether j 
It be the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, of vi 
^ory, of power, domination, self-exaltation, covetous- | 
nesB, the lust of envy, revenge, pre.euiineooe, and 
the like, which are tlie ground and eause of wars and 
fightings among carnal men, as satth the Apostle 
James : — " From whence come wars and fij^'btinga i 
among you f Come they not from heoee, even from J 
your lust« that war in your members? Ye lust a 
have not; ye kill and desire to have, and cannot ' 
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obtaio ; ye &''hl aud vat, yet je Lave not, ban 
ye ask not. Ye nsk und receive not, because yQfl 
auiss, iliat ye may consume it upon your luaU.jM 
BtluiCeriirs und udiiUeresECa, know je not thalfl 
friendship of the world ia enmity with Gwl?" 
though the kiap;s and kingdoms of this worid n 
at wur, and do und will make w^r one against a 
for a time, until the 'kingdom of Christ shall prevsil 
over all, yet the kingdom of Christ is not of this 
world, ns he said uuto Pilate; — "If my kingdom were 
of this world, then would my servanls fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews ; but dow is my 
kingdom not from hence." ' 

"To this he answered, 'It was only at that 
time that they would not fight; for if they hid fought 
be hud not been delivered to the Jews to be cruciGed, 
and BO his death and all the advantages of it to nian- 
kind binderedj but upon any other just occasion 
they might, and still may, fight.' 

"To this I replied, 'That this interpretation, or 
rather perversion, of the Scripture would destroy the 
kingdom of Christ in the nature, iufancy, and end of 
it, — denying Christ to have a kingdom on earth, but 
only during hia bodily presence with his disciples, — 
and would obstruct the way for accomplishing the 

ipheeiea of the prophets before mentioned, and 

pose the whole tenor and end of the gospel. For 
the proclamation of the celestial harhiugers of the 
Prinee of peace, in notifying the birth of the first-born — _ 
■into the world, for the salvation, not deatruotioi *' 
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the lives of mankind, was after this manner : — "Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
towards men/' And as he was sent into the world 
in the love of the Father, so the whole tenor of his 
doctrine and example of life was for peace and love ; 
and in that love, and the power and divine virtue of 
it, he yielded up his life and body on the cross, an 
adequate propitiation for the sins of the whole world, 
and to declare the mercy of God to all mankind. 
And it is evident that the Jews crucified Christ ip 
defence and support of this same political principle 
and doctrine of self-defence by war and fighting, for 
the preservation of their state against the Romans, 
though their policy proved their utter ruin in the 
sequel. For, said they, after Christ had raised 
Lazarus from the dead, " What do we ? For this 
man doth many miracles : if we let him thus alone, 
all men will believe on him, and the Romans shall 
come and take away both our place and nation." 
This plainly demonstrates that the disciples and fol- 
lowers of Christ were not of fighting-principles, but 
otherwise taught by him to love even their enemies ; 
and his whole doctrine tended to mercy, peace, truth, 
and love. And the apostle saith concerning the 
members and subjects of the kingdom of Christ in 
this world, " For, though we walk in the flesh, we do 
not war after the flesh ; for the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God, to the 
pulling down of strongholds, casting down imagina- 
tions, [or reasonings,] and every high thing which 
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exaltetli itself against the Itoowledge of God, 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obetlie 
of Cbrist." 

" 'Agnin : " Finally, my brethren, be strong in tbe 
Lord, and in tiic power of his might; pnt on the 
whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand 
Bgninat the wiles of the devil; for we wrestle not 
against flcEh ami bl'iod, but againat principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, a,gainBt spiritual wickedness in high ptaeea : 
wherefore take unio you the whole armur of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand In the evil dny, 
Bud, having done [or overcome] all, to stand. Stand, 

I therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 

and having oa the breastplate of righteuusnes^, and 
jour feet shod with the preparation of the ;_^08pel of 

I peace ; above nil, tiikinfi the shield of faith, where- 

with ye shall be able to ijuench all the fiery durte of 

< the wicked; and take the helmet of salvation, and 

I the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God ; 

praying always with all prayer and Bupplioation in 

: the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all peTseve- 

rance, and supplication tor all saints." 

" 'Aa the kingdom of Christ is not of this world, he 
governs by his Holy Spirit, in such as are not of this 
world, but are given h'im out of the world, — over 
whom, in all ages, he hath ruled in righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, and shall yet 

' reigD) till by degrees the ''kingdoms of this world 

^^ Bholl all become the kingdoms of our God an(U|y| 
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Christ." Then shall be an end of all rule and do- 
minion but that of Grod and the Lord Jesus, who 
shall be all in all among the children of men. 
But until this be finished by degrees, as it is now 
begun and proceeds, the kingdom of Christ on earth 
is, and shall be, as at the first, a holy nation, a royal 
priesthood, a peculiar people, zealous, not to fight 
and destroy, or to meddle with the kingdoms or rule 
of the world, but of good works, against whom there 
is no law founded upon righteousness and truth. But 
until this b6 accomplished, nation will lift up sword 
against nation, and they will learn and exercise war; 
but as to us, we, through the mercy and goodness of 
God, are of those in whom this prophecy is begun to 
be fulfilled, and we can learn war no more. For as 
a nation shall not be born in one day, so this prophecy 
shall not be fulfilled in one generation, but in several, 
but, being fulfilled, shall not fail any more forever. 
As for you, who are yet in wars and fightings, how 
are ye his subjects, or members of his holy nation, 
his royal priesthood, or peculiar people ? Or how 
can you be, until you obey his doctrine, to love God 
above all, to love one another in him, to love your 
enemies, do good unto them who hate you, and pray 
for them who despitefuUy use and persecute you ? 

<^ * We, who do not fight with carnal weapons, meddle 
not, with you who do, otherwise than to persuade you 
to leave that off and be enlisted under the saving 
banner of the Prince of peace; to believe in the 

divine light of the Son of God ; to come out of the 
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spirit of tliia world, in which is all trouble, 
Spirit and kiDgdom of Cliriat, in nbom thei 
feci peace. If ye will not do this, we must leave 8 
to fight one with another, unlil jou are weary, I 
have the recompense of it, one hj a 
nuturul coDsequcDcea of that destructive evil; 1 
this caution of the npostle, nevertheless, " That iv* 
'and devour one another, tulto heed lest yn 
destroyed one by another." I desire you to li 
to the Lord, to serve him uDto whom we belong, I 
tight in his name, under his banner, against ) 
iflQeiny of our souls, against whom we find waning 
Bufficient, and fighting enough dully, though we WM 
j; yon to destruction, nor one with another 
to the breach of peace." 

We tiud nothing further occnrring on this journey 
pnJper for our purpose in these sketches. Oar Friend 
again reached Philadelphia in sufety, in the 7Ui 
month, 1704, and remained there, occupied in the 
^^ affairs incident to his ofEces, until 2d month, 1705, 
^^^^ when we find him setting forth on a journey to tlie 
^^^B Southern colonies. 

^^H ' At a stated meeting in Virginia, where be had b«en 
^^^ff challenged to a dispute on Turious topics by the 
^^^V .clergyman of the district, he was led into the follow- 
^^^^ ing beautiful analysis of the Lord's prayer ; — 
^^^ "The introduction, or address, of that prayw of 

r prayers, is to the Almighty, as he ia the Father of 

I all, — with aekuowledgiuent that his habitation 

^^^^ heaven, above all. And the first petition if 
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name, or by what word soever the Divine Being 
is meant, expressed, or designed, may be mentioned 
with reverence and awe, as the most holy thing, and 
not blasphemed, lightly used, profaned, or taken in 
vain. And the second petition is, that his kingdom, 
. rule, dominion, and government may come, be niade 
manifest and established over all the earth and every 
soul therein, throughout all generations, as explained 
by the next words therein, that is to say, ' Thy will 
be done in earth as it is in heaven,* which inj plies 
the highest degree of perfection and exaltation human 
nature is capable of in this life. For, if the will or 
law of God is to be done in earth as in heaven, then 
there can be no more possibility of sin, unrighteous- 
ness, or evil among the children of men, to the end 
of the world J for the expression is unlimited, in- 
cluding all persons, ages, and times. And all the holy 
angels of God in heaven, and the spirits of the just 
made perfect, continually and forever do the will of 
God to all perfection, in which also standeth their 
life eternal. And we are here taught to pray that 
it may likewise be the same here on earth. And the 
next petition in this divine and most perfect prayer 
regardeth ourselves, with respect to our present per- 
sonal divine nourishment and sustenance while here 
on earth, and forever; and that is, ' Give us this day 
our daily bread,' even the true bread which the 
Father giveth from heaven, the bread of life, which 
giveth life unto the world, of which mankind may 
eat and not die, — the living bread which comes down 
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from heaveu, of wliicJi whosoever shnil 
live forever, which is liliewise that flesh which Christ 
giveth for the life of the world, and unto hiin who- 
Bocver shall couie shall not hunger or thirst any mora. 
This is that ever-lifiug' and heavenly hrend which 
givclh life uato the world. This is the hidden manoa, 
more excellent th^n that in the wilderness, — the tree 
of life, which is in the midat of the pandisc of God. 
By the breaking of thia bread is the Son of God 
made nmuifest unto him who eateth thereof, to be 
that meut which eudureth unto everlasting life. This 
ia the same heavenly bread which the apostles and 
primitives loved, desired, and prayed for, that they 
might be continual partakers of it, and which we 
also have prayed for, do pray for, and are mercifully 
and graciously heard of the Holy One unto whom 
we do pray. By this bread we grow and increasa 
from stature to stature, and from strength to strength, 
unto eternal life and everlasting estabtiahnient and 
perfection in glory, in-aud with him who liveth and 
reigneth over alt, in all, and above all, and is wartLj 
for evermore. 

" The nest petition is, ' Forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them who trespass against us.' Thia 
petition also is suited to general or universal cotn- 
munion. ' For, as all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God, all and every one ought, being ood- 
vinced of sin by the Holy Spirit, to confess theic 
eins unto him who convinoeth them, und to desire 
^^^ forgiveness, — whether of God, for sins comiiuUtd^ 
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against him, or for trespasses done, one against 
another. In hoth cases, confession is to be made to 
the offended, and forgiveness requested, before we 
can reasonably expect it, whether of God or man. 
For as to our sins against God, it is said, * If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness and 
sin.' And as to our trespasses one against another, 
it is said, ^ If thy brother shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault between him and thee alone : 
if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother,' 
&c. Or, again, * If thy brother trespass against thee, 
rebuke him j and if he repent, forgive him.' And as 
God is merciful unto all, so he would have us all be 
merciful one to another; and therefore Christ the 
Lord commenteth upon this petition in an especial 
manner, saying, ^If ye forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you ; but if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
heavenly Father forgive your trespasses.* In all 
which the Lord teacheth us to be like himself, full 
of goodness, mercy, and social virtue, doing the will 
of the Father on earth as it is done in heaven, in a 
state of restoration, redemption, righteousness, and 
true holiness, the end whereof is lite eternal, which 
is opposite to a state of sin, in the nature of things, 
and [is] the end of the coming and manifestation of 
the Sou of God. 

" The next petition is, * Lead us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from evil.' Jesus, when he was 
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baptized; went up straightway out of the water ; and 
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw 
the Spirit of Grod descending, like a dove, and light- 
ing upon him ; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness, to be tempted of the devil. Mankind in 
general, being already in sin, and under condemnation 
in the first Adam, and Jesus the Saviour only free, 
being the Lamb of God, without spot or blemish, it 
was necessary, in the counsel of the Father, that he 
should be tempted of the evil one, the common enemy 
and tempter of mankind ; that thereby, even as man, 
he might have a fellow-feeling of our weakness and 
infirmities, and be the supporter of such as should 
believe and trust in him and be tempted of evil; 
which petition is also obtained by those who are his 
through faith in his name. For as G-od tempteth no 
man, nor is he himself tempted of evil, those who 
are tempted [yield to temptation] are led aside of 
their own lusts, and enticed ; so he sufi^reth none of 
his to be ' tempted above what they are able, but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that 
they may be able to bear it;' and it is no sin to be 
tempted unless we yield. These temptations are suf- 
fered upon those who believe and are thereby become 
the children of God, that they may have full trial of 
the manifold grace of God toward them, of their 
faith, patience, and love toward God, and one toward 
another in him, and experience his blessing upon 
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tingdoui, and the power' to enter therein, hj whioh 
alone we can do all these things, and our whole duty 
Tiuto his holy reijuiringa, whether with respect unto 
the Lord himself, or one toward another, as wc ought. 
And therefore, as we have no power or sufficiency 
of our own, no glory or praise belougeth unto U9 for 
the work required and wrought, either-during our 
conduct and abode iu this world, or in the world to 
come. And bo this matter rested without reply." 

Though much has been already introduced here on 
the subject of water-baptiam, we cannot refrain from 
quoting the following reply of Thomas Story's to a 
certain James Burtell, who had undertaken to prove 
that Friends were no Christians, because they denied 
baptism with water, offering that often-i^uoted but 
much-ni is understood test of Scripture, " Go ye, there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in [into] the 
name of the Fatlier, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
G-host," and assuming that iu that test water-bap- 
tism only is commanded, — reasoning from the pre- 
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luisc!), viz., tliat bei'ela some baplisi 
niauded to the apostles, and that baptism must i 
such as they woi* capable of porforining ; but ihej 
were Dot capable of perfornuMg the baptism of I'be 
Holy Ghost, .jet with water they could baptize; 
tLerefore water-buptism otily can be here cummunded, 
— whiuii coDclusioD, if we admit the truth of the 
middle term in the preiuises, would indeed be irre- 
futable. Wo shall see, however, how Thomas Slory 
disposes in a few words of this artistia Byllogiam. 

"I answered, 'You may observe here that the ■ 
force of your minister's argument lies in this, tliut the 
apostles of Christ coulU not baptize with ibe Holy 
Ohost, but only with water, and therefore it must be 
water-baptisn], I ^-ant that the apostles could not 
baptize with the Holy Ghost at their owu pleasure, 
when, and whom, and where they would, in tlicir 
own wills, as your uiiniatcrs caa and do administer 
what they cull and have taught you to believe aod 
thiuk is Christ's baptism; but that the apostles 
could not iDstm men tally baptize with the Holy Ghost, 
I deny. For that iostitutioa is introduced after tbis 
muBuer; — "And Jesus came and spake nu to them, 
saying, All power is given unto me iu heaven and in 
earth : go ye, therefore, and teach all outious, bap- 
' tizing them in [or iuto] the name of the Father, and 

' of the Sun, and of the Holy Ghost, teachlug tbeui to 

observe all things whatsoever I have comuiandeU you; 
and lo, I am with jou always, even unto the eud of. 
^^^(he worid." "And he sutd unlo them, [at the Ha||Ji 
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time,] Go je into all the world, and preach ilie gos-. j 
pal to everj creature." ''lie that bolievetli and 
baptized shall be saved ; hut be that believeth not 1 
shall be damned." And tha.t tbia was not water-bap- J 
lisnn plainly nppearetb by whitt the Lord further' f 
eounnanJcd hia apostles at the same time, — that thoy ' 
aboold not depart front Jeru.salcm, but wait for the 
promise of the Father, which he Imd told theiu of 
before he suffered ; — " For John truly baptized w 
water, hut ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost I 
net many dayu hence." 

" ' This baptiam here commanded is not watcr-bap- ij 
tifim, Ibr the apostles were in the praotioc of water- 
baptism in John's tinia, before the institution of this 
baptism ; and it is here eontradistinguished, as 
belonging to John's dispensation, and whiuh some 
practised- — thougb we have so few instances of it that 
it can hardly be called practice with propriety — after 
the bej^iouing of the ministration of the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost, which none can administer without 
the immediate presence and power of the Holy Ghost, 
the Spirit of Christ, given to that 'end. But some 
apostles both couid and did administer water-kiptism, 
in the proper dispensation of it, without the power 
of the Holy Ghost, which was not then given us a 
dispensation, and which any bold and busy undertaker 
at this day can, and some do, administer, by the 
ordinary powers of nature, without the aasiBtance of 
the Hulj Ghost on that account, which they neither 
know nur believe in. But the baptism here eum- 
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manded neillier tlie iipuEtles tbemaelvea coald, ] 
less can any one else, aduiiDUier, but by (be i 
diate power of tlie Iloly Ghost co-working in thom, 
with them, and by tbciu ; and therefore Chnst pro- 
mised tliDt they should "receive puwer after Chut the 
Holy Ohoat was come upon them;" and then, and not 
till tliun, tbey were bis proper witaesses, bnt could 
baptize with tho Holy (ihust until they tbeinselrea 
were baptized therewith. And bb Ue who hath sU 
power in beaveu and earth promised to be with them 
by that power always, iu that and all otlier works of 
the gospel mioifitry, to the eud of tho world, so they 
went forth and preached everywhere, "the Lord 
working with them, and confirnjiog the word witb. 
aigtia following. " And this promise relates uot only 
to theni then present, but to all the true mioi^tera of 
Christ, accordiug to their various gifts, degrees, and 
services, from thenceforth throughout all agea ; jet, 
as a just check and prohibition to all bold, forward, 
and presumptuous spirits, it is also written concern- 
ing the Iloly Ghost, thut be shall not " apeak of bim- 
Belf, but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he apeuk; 
and be will show you thinga to come.'' 

" 'And as Chiiut himself is the Truth, and in the 
days of bis flesh was always subject unto the Father 
Kod under bis direction, aud imputed all his words 
and works to him, by tliis text it nppeara to be so 
still, and ever will be, in all the work of the redenip- 

. tion and salvation of mankind. Then what and wha . 

^^K art thuu, Odark, Citrual, sinful, polluted man, ofia^Hj 
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thj fallen kind, who daresC aasnme upon thyself to 
in termed die with the things of God, which Ihou dost 
not underataud, nor so much as believe that the Holy 
Ghost 19 DOW to be given, and waited for, as the 
immediate guide, leuder, uud director in the things 
of God and work of the gospel ? Thou art an un- 
believer, and therefore in a state of condemnatiun; 
thou art not saved thyself, Bud how theu canst thou 
be. a saviour upon Mount Zion, in strum en tally to 
save others in the Spirit of Him who is the great 
Saviour of all ?' 

"Then James Burtell questioned whether there is 
such a text in Scripture as that 'John truly bap- 
tized with water, but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost not many days hence;' but my com- 
panion, Joseph Glaister, who was very ready that 
■way, producing the place, the priest was silent as to 
that. 

" Then I insisted that siuce I bad been interrupted 
before I had fiuished the point I was then upon, it 
was but reasonable and fair that I might, without 
further interruption, proceed to finish it; and so 
proceeded thus, viz. : — 

" ' Having proved that the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, and not water-baptism, is instituted, in the 
t«xt and contest in question, and the full capacity 
of the apostles and ministers of Christ to perform it 
ia his Spirit and power, I now proceed to prove that 
they dij baptize with the Holy Ghost accordingly. 
But before I proceed any further, that we may not 
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beat the eir through any misunderstanding o 
ent applications of words to tilings, fuTor tne \ 
thy definiiion of the baptism of the Holy Gboat, and 
what thou uoderstaads by it, that I may know 
whether wc by the same terms meaa the same 
things.' 

" He answered, rightly, ' That the baptism of the 
Holy UhosC ta the deacendiog uf the Soly Spirit into 
the hearts of those who believe and wait fo» hifl 
ooming.' 'Very well,' said I: 'but is this aMV 
And upon a short pause he answered, 'No: be work- 
eth in mankind the work of regeoeratioo ; and this 
is his complete baptism.' 

"I answered, ' Well, then, I now prove that the 
apostles, in the Wisdom and power of the Spirit of 
Christ, were instrumental ministers of this baptism. 
First, when Peter preached t.o Cornelius and bU 
household, "the Holy Ghost fell on all Chcin whtcb 
heard the word." And in his n h puuaage, 

in his defence before the apo ad d before 

whom he was accused, us if h h d n ted an 
error, and broken the law or u ton h J ws, hy 
preaching to the Gentiles and ti w h tbenl, 
though ihcir mission was eip y to n ons, he 
defines the falling of tho Holy (jh upo h oi to be 
the baptism of the Holy Gho ni n d b Christ 
in the test in (question, or c h words: 

And us I bi'gan tii speak, the Holy <jhoat fell 
bein as on us at the beginning : then reiiienibemi 
J the word of the Lord, how that he said, John iadi 
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baptized with water, but ye shall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost." ' " 

After this, Burtell adduced the instance of the 
eunuch's baptism by Philip, quoting the text, '* See, 
here is water: what doth hinder me to be baptized ?'* 
Our Friend's reply to this, as showing the marked 
distinction between the two baptisms, — viz., that of 
John with water, and that which Christ sent his 
disciples to perform, — is worthy of the reader's care- 
ful perusal. 

"*That the baptism was not in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, but in the name of 
Jesus Christ only ; and this shows it was no other 
but a continuance of John's water-baptism, of which 
they were in practice before Christ suffered, and 
before the command in Matt, xxviii. 19. That it 
has no reference to infants, though the word "children" 
is there; for all Israel, young and old, are*^ called the 
children of Israel, as one generation : the aged as 
well as infants are the children of their ancestors. 
And the promise there mentioned has no relation to 
water-baptism, but to the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
promised of God by the prophet Isaiah to Israel : — " I 
will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing 
upon thine offspring," &c. And I deny thy conclu- 
sion barely from the practice ; for the apostles prac- 
tised circumcision, vows, shavings, &o., and were in 
the practice [as said] of water-baptism, before this 
command was given. The apostle to the " weak 

became as weak, to *all men all things, that by all 
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means be might gain some." But hiB pnwtice 
he did is no warrant to others to follow him ; 
baptized vith water, and yet cunfesaes fairly he was 
not sent of Christ to do it, — so that neither his prac- 
tice, Qor that of the other apostles, is cogent. 

" 'And further, there is not one instance in all the 
New Testaaient where any apostle baptized, or com- 
manded any to be baptized, with water in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; but where apy 
water is used, it is only in the name of Jesus Christ, 
and for the most part 10 the Jews. For, as the Jewa 
were to have remission of sins by faith in Christ, as 
born of the Virgin, and the Spirit, upon that faith) 
is a gradual manifestation, so the Gentiles were to 
have remission of sins by faith in him, as he is the 
" true light which lighteth every man who cometh 
into the world." So that baptism was no meaus to 
them of receiving the Spirit, whatever it might be to 
the Jews, or Jewish proselytes. 

" 'Again, you may note that the Apostle Paul, who 
was sent to the Gentiles in a purlicular muuner, 
denies that baptisui with water mas any part of bis 
Domniission ; for he saith expressly, " Christ sent m« 
not to baptize, hot to preach the gospel," Xow, since 
this great and first minister of the Gentiles had no 
oommiseion to baptize with water, we may jastly coo- 
elude it was not necessary to that work; and if a 
to onr forefathers, then not to us. And if he h '~ 
commission, then none could succeed him ia ft 
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mission ; and then the pretence of all to baptize the 
Gentiles is vain/ 

"I added, further, that, my adversary being almost 
on ground, ^ That though the apostles did baptize 
some, especially of the Jews, and it may be some 
others, in the beginning of the gospel dispensation; 
yet it does not follow that there was any necessity for 
its continuance. For as Christ said, ^* I have yet 
many things to say, but you are not able to bear 
them ;" so also the apostle, " I could not write unto 
you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal ; I have fed 
you with milk, and not with meat; for hitherto you 
were not able to bear it, nor are you yet able/' And 
so soon as the church was able to bear this doctrine 
of baptism in its spirituality, the two great apostles, 
Peter and Paul, both explained it unto them. And 
as for a time, and under divers administrations, there 
bad been divers baptisms, yet at last all centred in 
one baptism ; for John was to decrease, and Christ 
to increase. That which decreases comes to an end; 
but that which increases never ends. John has 
decreased near seventeen hundred years, and is come 
to an end, and Christ hath increased as long to some, 
— though the beginning of his kingdom is not yet 
known unto many. Paul, or the inspired author of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, speaks of baptisms; but 
to the Ephesians he saith, " There is one Lord, oue 
faith, and one baptism ;*' and what that one baptism is, 
he also informs us in his Epistle to the Corinthians : — 
" We are all baptized by one Spirit into one body, the 
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Slleth all in all." Again, Peter saith, " 'Tia not the 
putting away tbo filLh of the flesb, but the answer of 
& good eoQEcience towards God, by the re^urrecttoD 
[i.e. revelation] of Jesus Christ." Here it is bott 
nefrativcly and positively defined, what it is not, Bad 
what it ia; "it is not the putting away the filth of 
the flesh," then not water, which extends no further, 
"but the answer of a good conscience," which never 
can be but by the work of the Tloly Ghost descending 
into us, Ds tny adversary hath defined the Spirit's 
ibaptism, and sanctifying our hearts, working; tlie work 
of regeneration, and a hnly conformity to the will of 
God, even through that " power that raised up Jesus 
from the dead, by the glory of the Father, so aiao 
should we walk In newness of life." And this is the 
inseparable effect of the one only spiritual and per^ 
manent baptism of the Holy Ghost, in which Christ 
ia with his ministers, unto all that are qualified to 
receive it, to the end of the world.' I had room 
enough by this time, and that made me more large j 
but my antagonist to this made me this unexpected 

I" ' It is true there is one baptism, but that bnptisiii 
hath two parts: the odb is water, the other, Spirit; 
for as the body and soul make one man, so water and 
apirit make one haptisoi.' 
"To this I demanded his proof out of Scriptnr 
wherever the Spirit and water made up one baptiao 
or concurred in the net of baptizing, as the J 
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Ghost, and preaching the gospel in the power and 
wisdom of the Spirit, had done. 

" He answered, That wheresoever John's baptism 
was duly administered, the Holy Ghost was given at 
the same time ', which being so palpable an error, I 
greatly admired at this answer, and returned, * I will 
prove the direct contrary by plain Scripture, though 
it is thy part to make good thy assertion) if thou canst, 
— viz. : Acts xix., where the apostle asked certain 
disciples whether they had received the Holy Ghost 
since they believed. And they said, " We have not 
so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost." 
And the apostle replied, " Unto what, then, were you 
baptized?" They said only, "Unto John's baptism," 
(/.e. water-baptism,) and were so far from receiving 
the Holy Ghost at the same time that they had not 
go much as heard whether there was such a thing in 
being. 

" 'Again, Simon Magus had water-baptism duly 
administered; and yet he had neither part nor lot in 
the Holy Ghost.' " 

Returning to Philadelphia, Thomas Story remained 
there until the year 1708-09, during which period his 
marriage took place. Of this period of his life we 
have little or no account. Again we find him earnest 
and unwearied in the gospel work, taking his de- 
parture from all he loved best on earth, with the 
intention of visiting the island of Barbadoes. On 
their return-voyage their vessel was taken by a 
French privateer, and they were carried prisoners 

15* 
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into a port ua the isluDil of Htspaoiola, and lie 11 
kept a prisoner by the French for more than a jenr, 
during which time he had to suffer great hardships, 
sickoeBa, aod rou^h URage. He was at last set at 
liberty in an exchange of priaonere, and arrived 
safely in Philadelphia about the year 1710. Daring 
this year his wife died ; and he has left no necount of 
his occupation or services during the neit four years, 
but was moat probably employed iu the duties of his 
several offices in Philadelphia, until the year 1714, 
when he again found his mind religiously engaged to 
visit Barbadoes, England, and other places. After s 
sojourn of several months in the island, and a con- 
stant engagement during that time in the attcndaoce 
of meetings, he sailed for London, where lie arrived 
on the 6tb of 10th month, 1714. Soon after hia 
arrival be went to Buwcorab, on a visit to William 
Peun, of which be baa left the following account. 
It is a sad picture to contemplate of a brilliant iolel- 
lect dimmed by disease and a noble heart worn out 
by the ingratitude of tb-ose for whose welfare he bad 
gisen up the best years of liis well-spent life. 

"On the 15th, being the fourth dtiy of the week, 
accompanied by John Crouch, with whom I lodged, 
I went to Rusoouib to visit William Pens and his 
family. He was then under tbe effects of an apa> 
plectto fit whieh he had bad some time before. Uia 
memory was almost loaf, and the use of his utidar- 
«tanding suspended, so that he. was not so conversable 
3 formerly, and yet as oeur the Truth, in the lave Q 
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it, as before. Herein appeared the great mercy and 
favor of God, who looks not as man looks ; for though 
to some this accident might look like a judgment, 
and no doubt his enemies so accounted it, yet it will 
bear quite another interpretation, if it be considered 
how little time of rest he ever had from the impor- 
tunities and the affairs of others, to the great hurt of 
his own, till this happened to him, by which he was 
rendered incapable of all business, and yet as s^qu- 
sible of the enjoyment of Truth as at any time iu his 
life. 

" When I went to the house I thought myself 
strong enough to see him in that condition; but when 
I entered the room and perceived the great defect of 
his expressions for want of memory, it greatly bowed 
my spirit, under a consideration of the uncertainty 
of all human qualifications, and what the finest of 
men are soon reduced to. Nevertheless, no insanity 
or lunacy at all appeared in his actions, and his n)iud 
was in an innocent state, as appeared by his very 
loving deportment to all that came near him ; and 
that he had still a good sense of Truth was plain, by 
some very clear sentences he spoke in the life and 
power of Truth, in an evening meeting we had there, 
wherein we were greatly comforted ; so that I was 
ready to think this was a sort of sequestration of him 
from all the concerns of this life, which so much 
oppressed him, — not in judgment, but in mercy, tliat 
he might have rest, and not be oppressed thereby to 
the end.'' 
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^^" After a visit to his totber, wLo was slill livio^^W 
Ju^ticetowQ, thougli by tbia tiuie very aged, and ibe 
attendance of nuujeroua meetiugs in various pliiues, 
he sailed from Yarmouth on u voyage to Hullaud. 
Id tliut ouuctry he met with groat kindneea, espt^ciidly 
from a. seat tbere called the Miniats, who in many 
reapeeta closely resembled Friends : these peuple, 
whenever he met with them, teudered biin the usu 
of their meeting-bouses and ussisted him in bis 
labors as fur as they were able. At Hamburg be 
heard from a. Friend there the t'ollowing anecdote of 
the Russian Czar, Peter the Great. 

" 111 the year 1713, the Czar of Jlusoovy, being ia 
the city of Frederiekatudt, in Holsteiu, about two 
days' jouruey from hence, with five thousand soldiers 
to ussiat the Daues agaiust the Swedes, after lie hud 
tjuurtered bis meu, iuquired of one uf the burgo- 
m^isters whether there were any of the people cullud 
Quakers there. The said officer told him tliere wore 
a few. Then the Cisar asked hiiu if they Lad a 
meeting in that place. The oEEcer told him they 
hud. Then the Ctar bid the officer let the Friend^ 
ktiuw that if they would appoiut their meeting that 
fureuoou, bein^ the first day, he would be at it. The 
ofiicer replied that there were thirty of his soldiers 
iu the meeting- pi lice, so that' there could not be any 
mtetiug in it. When the Ciiar heard that, he was 
angry that they hud put soidiers tbere, and sent un 
- order by one of his own captains, that they sboulil all 

^^^^be ]iut out forthwith, auJ that notice should be gtwayi 



THOMAS STORY. 177 

to the Friends by the captain, that if they would ap- 
point their meeting he would come to it. Accord- 
ingly, the officer gave notice thereof to the said Jacob 
Hagen, and Philip Defair, a public Friend who lived 
there, and not only ordered the soldiers out of the 
room, but made them take away all they had brought 
thither. The place being made ready, they had their 
meeting at the second hour afternoon, to which the 
Czar came, and brought with him Prince MenzikofF, 
of Muscovy, the General Dolgorucky, and several 
other of his dukes, generals, secretaries of state, and 
other great men; and, a great crowd following, he 
ordered the door to be shut as soon as a competent 
number were in to sit comfortably; and many more 
came to the windows. ' After some time of silence, 
Philip Defair preached the doctrine of Truth among 
them, and all sat very quietly, but especially the Czar, 
who sat very gravely all the time of silence; and all 
the others, being awed by his example and presence, 
did so likewise. But, the Muscovite lords and 
generals not understanding the language, the Czar 
himself, understanding it pretty well, interpreted 
to them what was declared, with much gravity and 
seriousness, commending what he heard, saying 
that whoever could live according to that doctrine 
would be happy. A Friend after this presenting 
him with Robert Barclay's Catechism and Apology, 
in High Dutch, he said he would have them trans- 
lated and printed in his own language.*' 

Though, at the period of which we write, there 
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ippear to Lave bcea but (aw Fribudtt iu Holluud ai^S 
Germany, yet tlie labot of early Fricuda in former 
yuurs bad Dot been eutircly wiiliuiit its good Iruitij; 
j i'jr in most of the places visited by Thuiuas Story 

I La fuuDd a few nbo assembled iu tbci; owu Uuueea, 

I or elsewhere, and held their meetings as Friends, 

often in silence, as they had little ministry uuoug 
thuiu8«lTe8. But, besiJ«s these, he found many 
eariieHt seekers after truth, who could not uuite with 
the established wuy of worship and who sought 
eunicBtly for a more inward and spiritual religion. 
By such he wus everywhere juyfuUy received; and 
to them his ministry caiue as tidings indeed of great 
joy and salvation. 

At Dokum, a town in Frieslund, a certain Corsten, 
a Minist of that place, related to him a remarkable 
anecdote of Sarah Collier, a Friend who had been 
thej'c. some years before and desired to have the use 
of their meeting-house, which was refused her; but 
he himself, secretly desiriu^ to be at eueh a meeting, 
fravc her the use of his own house, where the meet- 
ing was accordingly held. After it was over, Sarah 
Cnliier, expressing a desire to see his wife, who bad 
sulfered from disease for fourteen yeara and bad 
hitherto been able to find no relief, was conducted 
into her chamber, and after some time felt concerned 
to pruy for her recovery; and, to the asbinishment of 
the husband and all who saw it, the sick woman waa 
lediatcly restored to health. This cireum- 
lated by our Friend si.nply as he heard It, 
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dod without comment ; and we can find no reason to 
doubt the truth of it. As we discover nothing 
further in the account of this Holland journey that 
appears desirable to insert here, we shall pass over a 
considerable period, and, without any close adherence 
to the regular sequence of events as they occurred, 
give such extracts from his journal as seem most 
likely to impress and enlighten the minds of those 
under whose observation they may come. During 
the year 1717, at a meeting near the town of "Water- 
ford, in Ireland, where Thomas Story was then on a 
religious visit, he expressed the following views upon 
that much discussed and vexed question of prcdosti- 
natipn, which at that day, whatever it may be now, 
seems to have been a prominent article in the creed 
of some religious bodies. They seem to us to be, at 
all events, as satisfactory an explanation of the diffi- 
culty as any thing we have elsewhere met with. He 
says : — 

"Another point also fell in my way, — viz., predes- 
tination; wherein the Presbyterians say, 'That God, 
from all eternity, hath decreed some men and angels 
unto life and salvation, and others unto damnation 
or destruction ; and the number is so certain and 
definite that not one can be added or diminished •/ 
referring, for more certainty of words, to the Greater 
Catechism of the Presbyterians made at Westminster. 
Upon which I thus remarked, among other things : — 
'That it is a contradiction in the terms in which 
they have laid it down ; for the act of the divine 
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Will, moving to a decree, must have a beginning in 
order to effect that decree, and therefore cannot be 
from all eternity, or without beginning, — which is all 
oDe. And if God had at all made such a decree, 
whether before or since the world began, he had not 
tlicn left any room for that saying, **As I live, saith 
the Lord, I desire not the death of a sinner, [whether 
it might be man or angel,] but rather that he should 
turn from his wickedness and live." But so the 
Lord hath said long since the world began, and since 
the time of the supposed decree; and therefore he 
had not made any such decree at all. And again : 
when God, by his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, offered 
salvation to all the people of the Jews, especially at 
Jerusalem, and they, most of them, refusing it upon 
the terms offered, he wept over them, saying, *' 
Jerusalem, &c., thou that killest the prophets, &c., 
how often would I have gathered thy children, as a 
hen gathereth her chickens, &c., but thou wouldst 
nut. Oh that thou hadst known, in this thy day, the 
things that belong to thy peace ! but now they are 
hid from thine eyes.*' Now, if God had decreed 
these to destruction, why did he then offer them sal- 
vation and charge it upon themselves as an act of 
their own wills to refuse it ? It cannot consist with 
any notion of justice that God should decree any to 
damnation, without either foresight of faith, or con- 
dition of works, and yet offer terms of salvation to 
the same persons, as in this case, and seem to reject 
them for non-compliance, when He that is almighty 
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"Bitt deLerDiined tlioy shall never comply,' — witb 
much more to the same effect, too loDg to be iaaerted 

Whilst Btill in Ireland, on the same religions visit, 
Thomas Story waa, owing to the malicious perse- 
cution of u certaio bixhop, nod without hdj legal 
authoritj, cast into the common jail, among the vileat 
criminals; but, by the interference of the sherifF of 
the oonnty, he did not long remaio there, heing re- 
moved to the sheriff's bouse and kindly treated. 
Soon after, his persecutors, becoming ularmed for the 
couseqnencee of their illegal action in the matter, wero 
glad to have him entirely liberated. Wo call the 
reader's attention to the following extract from our 
Friend's journal at this time, which gives us a beau- 
tiful illustration of the true nature of the rights of the 
subject in matters of religious opiniou. 

"As they advanced toward us, I began to speak 
to those persona with me above mentioned, concern- 
ing the grounds upon which my adversaries built, — 
viz., the supposition that the Toleration Act extended 
not to Ireland. But I told them, ' They were mis- 
taken ; for all men by nature are free, till that free- 
dom is taken away, either by policy or force. Some 
penal laws, then, made by an antichristian policy and 
applied by tyrannical force, having obstructed the 
liberty of the subjects of England for a tinie, yet that 
liberty was not destroyed ; but, that force being re- 
moved, liberty revived and turned into her natural 
channel. For there are many statute-laws in Eng- 
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land ia which there are several terms and clauses 
eoacCiDg that in reality are Dot iuitiatorj of nev 
matter or new laws or privileges never before claimed, 
or enjuyed by the people, of right, but deolarstorj 
only of righu and privileges iu posseasion by ibem 
and their anceatots, before endangered by evil eoun- 
sellors to kings and princes, who for their dwb 
advanoement iu favor are too frequently the wicked 
instrumentH of tyrannical and enslaving couusela, 
where they meet with any degree of propensity in the 
tempers of their princes biasaing them that way. Of 
the like nature is this Toleration Act in England; 
which native rights and privileges all Snglisbraen 
carry along with them info all regions of the world 
where they settle under the reginien of the trown nf 
England, now upon a. very worthy head, who declares 
for liberty to all his Protestant diasenting subjeets 
throughout hia dominions the world over; and that 
indulgence they enjoy everywhere but here. The 
Act of Toleration extends to Ireland, America, and all 
the king's dominions, being declaratory in its own 
nature, not only of English, but also of gospel, llber- 
Ijes, and which we now insist upon agaiost the unjust 
force of such as oppose themselves here. And that 
this is, and ever hath been, the wind of the kin^ and 
his predecessors, since that law was made, is plain, by 
estending that liberty and indulgence here, as like- 
wise to all English donuuions. And not only thos, 
but the king has given us his royal word for his pio- 
tcctluD, upon several addresses, and particularly 
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due frvm onr last ;ear!y meeting at London, the 2GlIi 
day of the 3d month, 1716; and another since, from 
onr ket national meeting at Dublin, here in Ireland, 
to which ho was pleaeed to anawer in these words, 
viz.: "I thank jou for the assurance of duty and 
affection to nij person and government coutaiutd i 
this addrcaa; and you may always depend upon my 
protection." I myself was present, with many more, 
when the bing reucived us with this first address i 
his own bedchamber, — ao great was his condescension ' 
and regard to hia loviug and peaceable eubjecta. 
it seems the mayor aod magistrates here think it 
their interest to insist upon an opinion quite of 
another nature, at tlie hazard of what may follow J 
for you may assure yourselvas we are aa jealous a 
tenacious both of our gospe] and natural liberties aa 
anybody here can be bent to deprive us of them.'" 

It might not be unprofitable to offer in this plac 
B short abstract of the sound and ortbodos views o 
the society of Friends, as expressed by Thomas Story 
in a conversation which took place between himself 
and Lord Lonsdale in relation to a true knowledge 
of God, and to the nature and offices of the Saviour 
in the great work of redemption. We qnote from 
his journal as follows ; — 

" During the time of my abode in this country, 
having some ooncerna with the Lord Lonsdale, I went 
to Lowther Hall, where he then resided, to attend 
him therein, where he gave me more respect than I 
desired or especl«d; and, ufter I had finished my 
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buaiaeSB with bim, he moved some discc 
iDg mme pointB of religioa, there being none else in 
the coDipaoj but CoQDscllor Blencoe, a. ^roung kwyer. 
The point chiefly discussed was the knowledge of God, 
and b; what meuns maDkind may arrive at it, — in 
wbicb I waa drawn out to this purpose ; — That tuany 
wise and iogenious men apply themselves witb sac- 
oeaa to the knowledge of things in this life and 
relating thereto, and yet keep not within the strict 
rules of virtue, whereby their knowledge vanishes in 
the end, as not subservient to the purposes of another 
world. Wherefore I recommended them t<i a real 
inquiry after the knowledge of God, as the most noble 
and most profitable subject a rational being could be 
concerned about, and altogether necessary in order to 
our happiness, as well iu this as in a future etAte, 
which man can never arrive at by the utmost eSbrta 
of human reason. For though a rational being can* 
not deny, but conclude there is a God, by the works 
of the creation, which produced not themselves, but 
were produced by another, and though reason must 
conclude the Creator to be eternal, without beginning 
or end, all-wise, all-knowing, all-powerful, omnipre- 
ii sent, holy, righteous, just, and good, in all divine 

perfections unchangeable, and though in all these 

I Httribntes we read of hiui in the Uoly Scriptures, and 
hear clear discourses of Lim fretjuently made by such 

II as say they know bini, and perhaps in some ineaaure 

I may ; yet all this is but an imago of knowledge Mt.iv 

^^^■te us, until by the agency of his own power and ^iHfl 
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' taie pleased to work in us such qualifications wliere- 
by we may perceive biin, and say, 'This is '. 
through thitt holy and blessed medium which he 
himself hath, ia ^ood will to mankiDd, provided t 
that end that we may believe in him, hope for bin 
know him, have cemmuDion with him in a. degree i 
this life, and bo forever blessed in the enjoyment of 
him in a future condition. Of this knowledge do 
man can rightly conceive by any thing another can 
Bay who hath tliat knowledge, unless he to wboi 
it is said or declared be in himself in some degree 
under the same qualifications, by which the tilings 
declared or spoken of present in the mind an 
understanding, by a kind of divine sensation i 
intuition, are self-eTideacing by tlieir own nature I 
end ener^ry. As for example, to a man born 
blind another can find no terms whereby to giva ' 
him a proper and distinct idea of colors, of light, 
and the manner of the discovery of objects by that ^ 
medium unto those that see; whereaa every one 
that duth see concludes the same thing, by a kind 
of sensitive intuition, at first view, without the | 
espense of ratiocination, or deducing conclu}! 
from stated premises, ^'or, if we can suppose 
one has never in his hfe been touched with any I 
sense of that natural affection or principle we 
love, can any, by any terms he can use, inculcate 
in such a person any idea of the thing; whereas 
all the experienced are affected in the same i 
ner, though perhaps not to the same degree, 
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need do other terms but itself to luoutcHte tbe t1 
Since, then, in Datnrat things it ie impossible 
htbit propor ideas to the nppro hens ions of those 
are deprived of natural qualifications and cupaelt 
to receive them, how much more so in spirituals! for 
we cannot find out proper terms by whieh to exhibit 
them to the view, understaoding, or apprehension of 
others, hat m we borrow them from naturul things, 
which can never reach them as thej are. "When it 
is said, G^od is a Spirit, a man must 6rst have a dis- 
tinct idea of a. spirit before he can fix any notiott of 
God hy that term; and by the word God we iatcad 
to express an awful and inetFable being; but none of 
these terms exhibit that being to our sense, either la 
fear or love. I come, then, to some positive expression 
of Christ, viK., " No man hath known the Father but 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
him." "This is life eternal, to know thee, the only 
true Ood, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." 
" No man can coroe unto me except the Father which 
has sent me draw him." " No man hath seen God at 
any time : the only-begotten [or first-begotten] Son 
of God, who dwelleth iu the bosom of the Father, he 
hath manifested [or revealed] him." 

'"liy tliis it appears, Ist; That God may be 
known, though not immediately, but by a proper 



2d. That this medium is Christ, the Word of 

God, who, having a reasonable soul, and clothed 
i a veil, is homogeneul lo mankind; 
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thereby proportions the splendor of his glory, as Ood, 
' to the state of every soul, gradually revealing or 
[ manifeaCing the Father therein, Bocording to the 
, idegrees of purification, capacity, and tiualification he 

worketh in it. 

'"3d. That this knowledge is an experience, and 
I gives the soul & certain evideace and assurance of 

eternal life ; and God himself is that eternal life. 
" ' 4th. That as the knowledge of the Son makes 
. way for the knowledge of the Father, so the draw- 
, inga of the Father excite to the knowledge of the 
,6on. 
I '"It is not therefore the knowledge of the things 

of God, or of all his attributes-, or of any or all for- 
'. moi. truths, hut of God himself, who is the essential 
' Truth, in which our happiness stands and forever 

Bhall remain. For there are essential truths, and 

there are formal truths. Jesus Christ, the wisdom 

of God and power of God, is that essential Truth ; 
I aod that he is the Sou of God, was incarnate, lived 

oa B man here on earth, was crucified aa a propitia- 
, tion for the sins of the whole world, died, rose again, 
' ascended, is gloriSed in heaven, &o., are all formal 
' and unalterable truths ; and yet the knowledge of all 
, these does not give Ufe eternal, until the soul comes 

to esperienee the indwelling of the essential Truth, 
I in its nature and being, through that holy and blessed 
' medium, homogeneat unto all, which cannot be until 
I we be reduced unto a state of holiness and purity of 
I miud. And therefore, to illustrate all I have said 
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in a practical way, give me leave to add 
further. Wbilst I was yet in a natural and uncnn- 
Yerted state, I believed tlie beiug of God, and all hia 
attributes; but I did not actually koow God to be 
righteous or holy, till he reproved nn righteousness or 
unboliiie^ in me ; or merciful atid good, until, 
through condemnation of evil, convincing me of evil 
in myself, he also pardoned the acts of sin, and 
destroyed the effects thereof, by the agency of his 
own power, working that change that is meet, accord- 
ing to bia own will, through which I eiperience both 
his goodness and mercy ; nor had T known him as a 
consurainp fire, unless by the refining operation of his 
Spirit he had consumed my corruptions, or began 
that work ; or that he is love, divine and uni^pesk- 
able love, unless, by his own power, he had fitted me 
in some measure to enjoy the influences of his grace 
in a state of holiness, in which he rules as a Monarch 
in the £uul, according to that saying, "The kingdom 
of heaven stands not in meats and drinks, [no out- 
ward or natural enjoyments,] but in righteouanesa 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost," which I know, 
through grace, infinitely transcends, even in this life 
all that can be named besides. 

" 'And though formal truths are commonly clot 
and confounded by the perverse and ignorant lei 
ings of the learned of this world, and numi 
opinions and sects are produced and engeai 
thereby, yet the essential Truth is self-eviden 
and whenever it uppears in the soul she vaaaot 
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or doubt, but bj the cogeocj of hia power and virtue 
certainly aud infallibly concludes in herself, that this 
IB He. For as there is no way or medium bj which 
we discover or perceive the body of the sun iu the 
firmament of hcavea outward, but by the light wbicb 
proceeded from it, so there is not any njedium by 
1 which wo can know God, bat by bis own light and 
Trutbj which is Jeaua Chriat, the efflux and emana- 
tion of bis own glory and being, and thraugb that 
holy and bomogeneal mind wberewith be is veiled. 

" 'And ss the light of the sua curries along with it 
the power and virtue of the aun wherever it shineth 
in ite unclouded rays, and by its influence nourishes 
and moliea fertile the aniuial aud vegetable worlds, 
even so, and much more also, doth the heavenly Sun 
of rigbteousness, Jesus Christ, the essential Truth 
and light of the rational and intellectual world, arise, 
make known, aud manifest himself in the son! ; 
into whom, bj the rays of bis divine light, he intro- 
ducetb and diapenseth the influence of divine hea- 
venly virtue. Into them, I mean, wbo believe and 
obey in the day of small thiags, — according to that 
doctrine of an experienced holy man, " Whatsoever 
things are reproved are made manifest by the light; 
for whatsoever makes manifest is light." And again, 
according to that saying of the Truth himself, " I aoi 
the light of the world : whosoever followeth me shall 
not abide in darkness, but have the light of life." 
We mnst therefore begin at the word of reproof, iu 
order to the sure knowledge of God and enjoyiueul 
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of hitn, as he is love aud an ocean of unspeuki 
pleasure, and rtinouQce the low aud sordid pica 
of the animal life, whiuh disqualify for divine e 
meuts here aud hereafter. But luve God, love 1 
judgiuents aud reproofs in your heartfi, whioh area 
in love, iu order to the manifestation of himself, I 
cording lo that saying, " Every son whom I lov8jfl| 
rebuke and chasten, saith the Lord." And I ( 
assure you, if you can believe me, that as I bslj 
tasted of the pleasures of this world, and, through tl 
goodnesa of God, known condemnation tbereii 
through his great mercy, I am favored of hin 
this certain experience in some measure, — thitl t 
enjiiyment of God, in a state of reconciliation, is n 
declarably more excellent and eligible than 
things, to the experience whereof I would recot 
Tuend and excite you.' Tliis was the sabstaDoeX) 
what then passed among us. The Lord Lonsdale, b 
a very ingenious person, of strong natural parts a 
penetration, asked me, ' Since you had, before J 
came to the knowledge of God, in the way yon b 
spoken of, believed the being of God and all % 
attributes, did that knowledge make any alterationjl 
your way of thinking on that subject, or give yon fl 
contraij seutiiiieuta that way?' 

"I rephed, 'No; fur as reason, a oonatita 
property of man, is still tbc siime, aud its propef 4 
jeots the same also, so the knowledge of God a 
I there.'" 

Xo make selections, where alt is excellent and B 
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I worthy, must be ever a difficult task; but enough, we 
) hope, is given here tn show that in the subject of these 
' sketches we have a man endowed with iuteliectnal 
I faculties of a high order, to which has been snper- 
' added the far higher gift of true gospel ministry, — a 
I man of the clearest insi^^ht into the human heart 
I sud ioto the springsof human action, with an intense 
I love of Truth for its own sake, and ready always to 
I devote all that he had or might have obtained in thia 
world — nay, even life itself — to establish and dissemi- 
I ante it. Nor was he a man only noteworthy as a 
prominent advocate of the religious opinions of the 
society of Friends, or as an eminent gcrapel minister; 
' hut, judging from certain letters written by him to 
I James Logan, he must also ha.ve been a man of con- 
siderable scientific attainments. His views on the 
I subject of geology, in relation to the period of time 
I occupied in the formation of the various strata in the 
earth's cmst, were not only far in advance of the age 
in which he lived, but, what is remarkable, agree 
I entirely with those which obtain at the present day, 
, the results of laborious and widely-extended investi- 
gation and of true scientific induction. His letter 
I to James Logan on this subject is well worth our 
1 attention. We give an extract from it, Ets follows : — 

"LospoK, lift month, 8, 1738. 

I "Respected Friend: — I am much obliged by 
thine of the 19th, 9ber, which I take this op- 
portunity to acknowledge; and it gives me a sen- 
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Bible satisfactiou t1iou took so much notice of ttutt* 
little collection of sermoaa aa to cttuse it to be read 
in thy family with approbation. And I muat confess 
to the honor of our Creator his ^eat goodness in 
giving and preserTing my strength of body and mind 
unto this age, through so many and varioue vicieai- 
tudca of life, personal daogers, fatigues, troubles, and 
esereises; all of which, in bis diyine wisdom, be 
hath ordered or turned to my good, preserving me in 
charity and good will to all mankind, through many 
proTocations to human nature, in which, in point of 
time, I may be about ten years before thee, bat 
many more short with respect to acquirements, for 
which I never had suitable opportunity or time, if 
capacity, — but have only this to aay, that by tlie grace 
of God I am what 1 am. But thy natural decays 
hinted at give me some concern, considering hov 
useful thou might yet be in the world, thine being 
no great age, in setting some things in a more luotd 
view, now when kind Providence aSbrds thee, as I 
Buppose, a little more leisure from those labors of 
another kind which thou waa thoroughly fitted for; 
and yet a more constant retiremcot may afford B 
recruit unexpected, which I could heartily wish, as 
not impossible, — though we ought to resign ourselves 
and our friends in all things to the Divine will. 

"As to any thing that looked like controversy be- 
tween us, I never meant any. What happened was 
only occasional. T only intended to support, or, aa 
»:&ra9 I t'uuld, to illustrate, that great nod fuodamaii 
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trnth, that ttere is in man, thoufjh not of man, or 
essential to him as a crenture, a Divine intelUgencei" 
and oonduetor, which, if believed and followed, will 
lead and guide into all truth necessary to mankind in 
their several stations here, and in the end to com- 
pleto happiness. And without doubt is the aaine 
thing intended and meant in thine, where thou Gayest, 
'I shall here say, that ihat gift or grace, whatever it 
be, or however men may agree or disagree in explain- 
ing it, is the onlif smiree of true happiness attainable 
ia this life, and that the onli/ path that will lead to 
the true and real enjoyment of it is that of humility, 
and a sincere charity, without which all profession 
of religion is empty show and no better than hypo- 
orisy, however attended with zeal or the appearances 
of a fervent devotion; and, aa in this we undoubtedly 
agree, I am sure we are safe in leaving it there, — to 
which I readily subscribed, since the gift or grace 
of G-od ia the onli/ source of true happiness attainable 
in this life, &c,, and the gift and receiver ar 
the same until united by the efficiency of Divine wis- 
dom and power. I therefore rest satisfied on thii 
point. As to what I have written as a com 
upon thy charge,* and on that occasion a short hy- 
pothesia eooeeraing the com men cement of inert 
matter in order to the establishment of the pre) 
Btate of things, I did fully intend to send it, aocord- 
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ing to espectation given in a former lettei", but * 
hindered by going into Yorkshire last suit 
I spent some months, especially at Scarboroti 
during the seasoD, attendiDg the uieetings,- 
high clifis, and the great variety of strata thercj 
and the^r present positions, I further leiirned, and W 
conGnned is, some things, and that the tarfh it A 
mvcA older date, at to the beginning of it, than j) 
rime aisi(/ned in the Soly Sertptares, (a» 
wndertloud,') which is suited to the commoi 
of human kind, as to sis daya' progressive work, 1 
whidi I understand certain long and 
jieriodi of time, and not natural da^s, the time of ti 
beginning and finishing of all those great works b^q 
un discoverable by the mind of man, and bid in 
short period : — ' In the hrginning God created t 
heavens and the earth.' And then the author g 
oD to set forth .the further modifications of the ter 
queous globe, and, I conjecture, very long after it It 
its being with the rest of the worlds." 

Our present limits forbid ua here to follow ii 
detail the life and services of this truly eaiinen 
From the time of his return from Ireland nntU I 
death, we £ud him closely engaged in the attendai 
of meetings in various places, and also laboring a 
ue)ttly and with success in soliciting from Parliami 
greater freedom for Friends than they bad I 
enjoyed as regarded affirmation in courta of ji 
During the latter years of bis life, a considerable p 
\,4»f his time was spent in the improvement a 
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bellishment of the estate at Justicetown, which by 
the death of his father had come into his possession. 
In the winter of 1741 h^ was seized with a paralytic 
affection^ which almost deprived him' of the power of 
speech, and confined him within-doors until the 
return of spring, when he partially recovered, and 
diligently attended the yearly meeting at London, 
and afterward travelled as far as Carlisle, where he 
resided till the 23d of fourth month, 1742, when in 
the evening he was taken with a second and violent 
attack of the disease, and next morning, being then 
in the eighty-sixth year of his age, the calm and 
peaceful death of the righteous closed the long labors 
of a well-spent life ; and to his departure may well 
apply the words, ''Mark the upright man, and 
behold the righteous; for the end of that man is 
peace." 



THE END. 
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